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Executive Summary 
 
The management plan for River View Natural Area (RVNA) provides a framework for enhancing 

the ecological functions of the site while facilitating compatible recreational access. The plan 

documents existing conditions and sets forth considerations, prescriptions, and criteria for 

restoring the site and creating safe access facilities for nature-based recreation, ecological 

research, and stewardship. 

RVNA is a 146-acre undeveloped forested parcel located in southwest Portland, Oregon, on the 

west side of the Willamette River. RVNA is positioned within an upland forested corridor known 

as the Westside Wildlife Corridor that stretches through Portland’s West Hills. This is a target 

area to help protect remaining natural habitat, protect headwater streams, and create a continuous 

wildlife migration corridor in the West Hills. RVNA contains important natural resources that 

provide key functions for local and regional ecosystem health. The streams, wetlands, and intact 

forest within the largely undeveloped natural area make RVNA an important site for protection 

and enhancement. 

Several agencies worked together to identify and acquire the RVNA property for the protection of 

its natural resources in 2011, including Portland Parks & Recreation (PP&R), the City of Portland 

Bureau of Environmental Services (BES), The Trust for Public Land (TPL), and Metro. The 

planning process for River View Natural Area was guided by Portland Parks & Recreation 

(PP&R), who worked with a consultant team, a technical advisory committee (TAC), and a 

project advisory committee (PAC) to develop the management plan. 

Members of the project team and TAC developed the Ecological Prescriptions for RVNA, which 

identify actions to improve the ecological health of a natural area, inform policy changes, and 

guide monitoring efforts. Design criteria and opportunities and constraints were also developed to 

provide a decision-making framework for the management plan. 

The proposed access and management concept for RVNA contains a system of trails that creates 

two loops and connects to key access points. The design and construction of the trail system will 

be guided by a set of best management practices (BMPs) to create trails that are sustainable from 

both a maintenance perspective and an environmental perspective. The planning team also 

developed a concept plan for half-street improvements along the eastern side of SW Palatine Hill 

Road for public parking. The primary management objectives for the trail system are protecting 

natural resources, water quality, and creating a safe place for visitors. Management 

recommendations include a no-dogs policy and seasonal trail closures to maintain water quality 

and protect wildlife during sensitive periods of their life cycle. Safe and sustainable access to 

RVNA will provide nature-based recreation opportunities and will help support stewardship, 

community connections, and environmental education opportunities.  
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