
Statement for 

Legislation title: 

Contact name: 
Contact phone: 
Presenter name: 

Council Action 

IMPACT STATEMENT 

Nominate Damien Hall to the Metropolitan Exposition and Recreation 
Commission to fill a City of Portland position and clarify the City's 
nomination process. (Resolution) 
Susan Hartnett 
S03-823-69S8 
Susan Hartnett 

Purpose of proposed legislation and background information: 
The City of Portland is allocated two positions on the Metropolitan Exposition and Recreation 
Commission (MERC); one position became open in May 2015 when Chris Erickson resigned. 
The Mayor has identified Damien Hall as a well-qualified candidate to fill the remainder of the 
four-year term, which ends on December 31, 2018, and recommends the City Council approve 
his nomination. Mr. Hall is an associate attorney with the Ball Janik law film specializing in 
land use, real estate and municipal law (see attached). Mr. Hall, a Portland resident, meets the 
residency requirements for this positon, and is willing to serve on MERC. Mr. Hall's nomination 
is subject to concurrence by the Metro Council President and confirmation by the Metro Council. 
Because the Council's process for nominations to MERC has historically been accomplished 
through various means, the resolution also clarifies that for future nominations to MERC, the 
Mayor will be responsible for identifying qualified individuals, making a recommendation on the 
nomination to the Council and that the Council will act on the nomination by resolution. 

Firumdal and budgetary impacts: 
This resolution has no direct :financial impact on the City. However, MERC operates the 
Portland's Centers for the Arts, the facilities of which are owned by the City of Portland, under 
an Intergovernmental Agreement between the City and Metro. The annual budget and long tenn 
financial health of the Portland's is largely controlled by MERC. The Spectator Venues 
Program in the Office of Management and Finance serves as the City's liaison to MERC and 
provides suppo1t to the City's MERC representatives. 

Community impacts and community involvement: 
This resolution does not have direct or specific community impacts and no public input was 
sought in identifying Mr. Hall as the recommended nominee. However, the Po1tland'5 facilities 
are regionally significant in creating cultural identity, support the vitality of performing arts, and 
produce economic benefits for the community. Mr. Hall has the professional qualifications and 
experience necessary to assist in overseeing the City's interest in these functions as a voting 
member of MERC. 
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Damien R. Hall 
Associate 

101 SW Main Street, Suite 1100 
Portland, Oregon 97204 
t 503.944.6138 
f 503.295.1058 
dhall@balljanlk.com 

"Understanding and shaping the political and 
regul atory environment in which a real estate 
project takes place can be crucial to the 
success of each stage of the project, from 
planning and entitlements to financing and 
construction ." 

Damien R. Hall ls an associate In Ball Janik LLP's Land Use and 
Real Estate practice groups. Mr. Hall has worked for several 
years representing both property owners and local governments, 
helping them navigate Oregon's unique land use requirements 
and political sensitivities lo controlled growth and land 
development. M'. Hall's approach Is based on wor1dng 
collaboratively with developers, local government, and 
communities to establish common objectives and allow clients lo 
achieve their development goals. His background Is In urban 
plannlng and development, and In addition lo his land use 
practice. he reg~arty assists clients V>Ath real estate transactions. 
natural resources law, munlclpal law, and formation and 
organization of business entitles. Mr. Hall ls a member of the 
National Black Lawyers Top 100. 

Mr. Hall ls actively Involved In development Issues In Portl1md. 
He Is on the Board of C-Ommlssloners for Home Forward and the 
Board of Directors for Portland Community Reinvestment 
Initiatives, Inc. (PCRI). Mr. Hall ls a member of the Portland 
Development Commission's (PDC) Central City Budgel ·Advlsory 
Committee, and formerly served on the Oregon Convention 
Cerrter Urban Renewal Area Advisory Commlllee, as a 
committee member from 2007 through 2010, and as Chairperson 
from 2010 through 2013. He has been a member of the Young 
Leaders group of the Urban Land I nstllule (U..I) of Oregon and 
SW Washington since 2008. Further, he Is a member of the 
Oregon Chapter of the National Association of Industrial and 
Office Properties (NAIOP), and Is on Its Developing Leaders 
·Committee. Mr. Hall participated In the PDC's NINE Economic 
Development lnllallve Advisory Committee from 2010-2011 and 
In the City of Portland's North/Northeast Quadrarrt of 1-5 
BroadWayM/eldler stakeholder Advisory Commlllee from 2011-
2012. 

http://www.balljanik.com/bio-detail/hall-damien-r 

practice areas 
Land Use 
Reef Estate 

education 
J.D.,2008 
Northwestern School of Law of 
Lewis & Clark College 

B.S., Public Polley, J>lannlng 
and Management, 2005 
University of Southern California 
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honors 
2015 Runner-Up, Portland 
Business Joumafs "Forty Under 
40" 

2015 National Black Lawyers 
Top 100 

'Up and Coming Lawyer." 
Daily Journal of Commerr:e, 
2011 
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Damien Hall Appointed to Home 
Forward Board of 
Comm lssloners 
06/1612015 

Ball Janik Attorneys Recognized 
by Portland Business Journal; 
Jim Prichard Named Forty 
Under40 
02123/2015 

Damien Hall Appointed to 
CareOregon Board of Directors 
02/0612015 

Brlefty Slated October 2014 
10128/2014 

Briefty Slated Publications 

Ball Janik LLP Receives 
Recognition as Top Ranked 
Firm by Chambers USA 2014 
05/2912014 
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In addition to his active professional engagements, Mr. Hall is 
dedicated to the community. He was appointed in 
November 2014 to the Board of Directors for care Oregon, a 
nonprofit providing health plan services to four Coordinated care 
Organizations, serving about 250,000 Oregonians. 
careoregon's vision is healthy communities for all individuals, 

regardless of income or social circumstances. Additionally, Mr. 
Hall serves as a Board Member of Groundwork Poriland, and he 
represented "Verde - Let Us Build CUiiy Park!" as pro bono 
counsel. 
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Briefly Stated May 2014 
05/05/2014 

PCRI Welcomes Damien Hall to 
Its Board 
11/11/2013 

Briefly stated December 2013 
1211612013 

Ball Janik LLP Welcomes 
Damien Hall to Portland Office 
10/16/2013 

Ball Janik LLP Top Ranked Firm 
by Chambers USA 2013 
05123/2013 

events 
Ball Janlk's 2014 Real Estate 
and Land Use Breakfast 
Seminar 
03/1212014 
Portland, Oregon 


