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Metro Regiona 
o : "The construction and demolition industry has one of 

the single largest impacts on the region's landfills. 
Metro estimates that approximately 220,000 tons or 20 
percent of the region's 1.1 million tons of waste 
headed to landfills comes directly from construction 
activity. Of that waste, the majority comes from the 
demolition phase of a project. 

o Metro estimates that as much as 80-953 of all material 
leaving a construction site could be recycled, reused 
or otherwise diverted from the landfills." (From Metro's 
Solid Waste Information System database and the 
Oregon DEQ 2009/2010 Waste Composition study 
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Benefits for Our Local Economy 
-Creates employment opportunities 
o 6 to 8 deconstruction jobs for every one in 

standard demolition 
o Provides job training, including youth and school 

organizations 

-Provides resources back to the community 
o Donations of needed building materials that 

revitalize local communities 
o Makes home repairs and improvements 

affordable 
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This proposed change intends to: 

Apply a new designation to reflect the Urban Design Framework. New zones 
comparable to zones now in place will be applied. 

Proposed Change# 
Proposed Comprehensive Plan 
Designation 
Existing Comprehensive Plan 
Designation 
Proposed Zone (tentative, tbd in 
2015) 
Existing Zone 
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DEMOLITIONS –
FRONT END APPROACHES

Testimony of Wendy Chung 

to City Council

February 12, 2015
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Mayor’s Feb 3rd OPB Interview

Rejected two fallacies:  
“Affordable housing is not connected to demolition”
“Density and old fashioned character at odds?  No.” 
NW Portland is densest neighborhood.
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Reduce Incentives for Demolition

Reconcile base Zoning with built environment and 
Overlays

No RH zoning on single-family historic landmarks!

“Tightening the envelope”
Downzone/reduce FARs
Pass Infill/Mansionization Ordinances

“Tighten up Demolition Regulations”
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Tighten Demolition Regulations

http://nextcity.org/daily/entry/philly-has-loose-
demolition-regs-but-so-do-most-cities
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Increase Incentives for Preservation

Combine Historic Preservation and Affordable 
Housing Incentives

Credits/Bonuses (see BPS 2007 report)
Expand Historic Preservation Incentives in 
33.445.610 to all buildings more than 50-75 years 
old.

additional density for single-dwelling and multi-
dwelling zones

Reduce SDC fees for development that doesn’t 
require demolition.  
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Solutions Other Cities Employ

http://www.preservationnation.org/information-center/sustainable-
communities/creating/teardowns/Teardown-Tools-on-the-Web-1.pdf 187017


