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Washington Park Reservoir Improvements Project

Goal 12 Urban Design: “Enhance Portland as a livable city, 
attractive in its setting and dynamic in its urban character by 
preserving its history and building a substantial legacy of quality 
private developments and public improvements for future 
generations”.

The Design Concept melds modern but historically-sensitive 
design of the new reflecting pools with preservation of the 
remaining historic resources on the site, and rehabilitation 
and reconstruction of some of the components that contribute 
strongly to the character of the site.  

Notably, the four most visually-prominent historic resources 
that are emblematic of Ransome’s engineering and classical 
Romanesque design (the dams and their gate houses) will  be 
rehabilitated.  Pedestrian access to open water features and 
classic viewpoints will  be restored. New features will  respect 
the existing ones by incorporating materials,  alignments, 
textures, and design details found in the original resources.  The 
proposed overall design will  l ink the past and present, providing 
Portlanders with many reasons to appreciate the Historic District 
and our shared history evident in this unique and beautiful site.  
Thus, the Design Concept, when fully implemented, will  provide 
a substantial legacy of quality public improvements for future 
generations.  
 

Figure 16. Visual simulation of the Lower Reflecting Pool,  the grassy swale,  Pump Station 1 and Dam 3 at dusk
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Washington Park Reservoir Improvements Project

RESERVOIR 3 WITH GATE HOUSE 3: EXISTING

Gate House 3 is oval in shape and was designed to hold various system piping and equipment. I t 
is Romanesque in style and constructed using Ransome’s patented hand-tooled finish technique. 
Round glass lights (also patented by Ransome) were cast into the floors. Gate House 3 has 
continuous horizontal hairline cracks, though window sashes are in good condition. The exterior 
has a visible coating of biological growth. Metal doors are modern. Structurally, the building is 
unreinforced.

The Weir building was added in 1946 in a style not matching the Richardsonian Romanesque 
architecture of the other structures. I t was built to screen the water and function as a weir.

UPPER REFLEC TING POOL AT GATE HOUSE 3: PROPOSED

Gate House 3 will  house system piping, instrumentation, reflecting pool and circulation 
equipment. The building will  be structurally upgraded and the roof replaced. The exterior will  be 
cleaned. Unneeded non-historic exterior equipment will  be removed, and holes patched. The solid 
metal doors will  be replaced with more visually appropriate doors. The original window sashes 
and frames were recently (2009) repaired and rehabilitated, but will  be repainted. The Gate House 
3 entry stairs will  be rebuilt with a lower riser height and longer tread run but with a similar curve 
and design.

Construction of the new buried reservoir requires the installation of shoring during excavation to 
protect Gate House 3 from damage during construction. The Weir building is poured construction 
and cannot be moved. I ts removal will  provide the necessary space to build shoring around Gate 
House 3. A pedestrian plaza with improved planting and seating will  take it ’s place allowing 
visitors to admire the Upper Reflecting Pool cascades and long views across the site.

Figure 19. Photo of Reser voir 3 and Gate House 3 Figure 20. Visual simulation of the Upper Reflecting Pool cascading steps near Gate House 3
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Washington Park Reservoir Improvements Project

RESERVOIR 4 VIEW FROM ABOVE AT SHERWOOD BLVD.: EXISTING

Dam 4 and Gate House 4 are stil l  as visible as when John Olmsted stood in this spot in 1903, 
proclaiming this view a City vista to be celebrated. Tall  trees, a tall  chain link fence and a tall 
hedge now encroach on the view, limiting one’s view towards the city center, but the Vista Bridge 
is stil l  prominent. The water in Reservoir 4 is missing, and the eastern edge of the empty concrete 
basin dominates the view.   

LOWER REFLEC TING POOL VIEW FROM SHERWOOD BLVD.: PROPOSED

The water at its original elevation encircles Gate House 4 and extends along the dam. A large area 
of water will  be visible to the right of the gate house. In the foreground, the hillside is mounded 
up, providing the weight needed to mitigate the historic landslide. 

Gate House 4 will  house reflecting pool treatment and circulation equipment, and continue to 
be an access point for the existing tunnel drain and site drains. Extraneous (unneeded) exterior 
equipment will  be removed, and holes patched. The exterior will  be cleaned, concrete holes 
patched and spalls repaired. The original window sashes and frames were recently (2009) repaired 
and rehabilitated, but will  be repainted. The metal doors will  be replaced with more visually 
appropriate doors. The roof will  be replaced.  

Figure 23. Photo of Reser voir 4 taken from Olmsted City Vista viewpoint on Sher wood Blvd. Figure 24. Visual simulation of the Lower Reflecting Pool from Olmsted City Vista viewpoint






