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APPLICABLE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN GOALS AND POLICIES

Goal 11 Public Facilities and Goal 11E Water Service ,  Policies 
11.26 Quality, 11.28 Maintenance, 11.31 Design and Community 
Impact, 11.36 Water Pressure and 11.37 Energy Conservation: 
The demolition of Reservoirs 3 and 4 is necessary to insure a 
reliable, energy-efficient and adequate water supply and delivery 
system to meet existing and future needs of the community, 
while ensuring community access to open and accessible water in 
Washington Park.  Goal 11E should be given great weight in the 
balancing effort.

Goal 11 F Parks and Recreation ,  Policy 11.38 Master 
Development Plans and 11.39 Maintenance: The Design Concept 
is consistent with the Washington Park Master Plan which 
calls for “flooding” over the new below-ground reservoir if 
necessary to meet EPA water quality rules; the Design Concept 
will  substantially reduce maintenance due to ongoing landslide 
activity and by burying the water supply.

Goal 12 Urban Design ,  Policies 12.1 Portland’s Character, 12.2 
Enhancing Variety, 12.4 Provide for Pedestrians and 12.7 Design 
Quality :  The Design Concept provides for accessible, well-
designed reflecting pools and the historic rehabilitation of 
reservoir dams and gate houses, parapet walls,  and wrought-
iron fencing and lampposts. The Design Concept incorporates 
the results of three HLC Design Advice Review meetings and 
is supported by Oregon Chapter of the American Institute of 
Architects Historic Resources Committee.  Removal of the Weir 
Building will  help protect Gate House 3 during construction and 
will  open views of the rehabilitated Gate House 3. Goal 12 should 
be given great weight in the balancing process. 

As documented in Section 2-3.3 of the application, most of the 
relevant Comprehensive Plan Goals and implementing policies 
support the proposed demolition requests when considered with 
the Design Concept, including proposed mitigation measures.

SUPPORTIVE GOALS AND POLICIES

Goal 3 Neighborhoods ,  Policy 3.5 Neighborhood Involvement: 
The Design Concept resulted from an extensive community 
outreach process that included nearby neighborhood 
associations, a community sounding board and general public.  
Public support for the Design Concept should be given great 
weight in the balancing process.

Goal 6 Transportation ,  Policies 6.22 Pedestrian Transportation 
and 6.23 Bicycle Transportation: The Design Concept includes 
improved bicycle parking near WPR entrances and pedestrian 
access within the Historic District.

Goal 7 Energy ,  Policy 7.2 Energy Efficiency: The Design Concept 
provides for the continuation of Portland’s energy-efficient, 
gravity-fed water storage and distribution system. 

Goal 8 Environment ,  Policies 8.5 Interagency Cooperation – 
Water Quality, 8.13 Natural Hazards, 8.14 Natural Resources, 8.16 
Uplands Protection and 8.17 Wildlife Habitat: The Design Concept 
has been coordinated with Portland Parks and Recreation, the 
State Historic Preservation Office, and the Portland Bureau of 
Environmental Services (BES). The design of the new buried 
reservoir will  substantially reduce potential slide and earthquake 
damage to Portland’s drinking water system; the proposed 
grassy swale will  clean sur face water runoff before it enters the 
public storm drainage system and will  provide lowland wildlife 
habitat; natural and scenic resources will  be enhanced through 
landscaping with native species.

Goal 9 Citizen Involvement ,  Policy 9.1 Citizen Involvement 
Coordination: the extensive community outreach program 
resulted in broad community and professional consensus in 
support of the Design Concept. 

Figure 9.  Elevations of lamp posts on Dams 3 and 4 as 
designed
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There are two applicable historic preservation policies below 
which PWB acknowledges are generally not supportive 
of demolition for any reason.  These policies support the 
preservation of all  contributing historic resources in the District 
but also provide direction regarding what should be done if 
a resource must be demolished. The historic resources are 
described in detail on pages 10 and 11.

Policy 3.4 Historic Preservation. “Preserve and retain historic 
structures and areas throughout the city. “

Policy 12.3 Historic Preservation. “Enhance the City ’s identity 
through the protection of Portland’s significant historic 
resources. Preserve and reuse historic artifacts as part of 
Portland’s fabric. Encourage development to sensitively 
incorporate preservation of historic structures and artifacts.” 

PWB, the CSB, SHPO and the HLC all  recognize that Reservoirs 3 
and 4 enhance Portland’s l ivability in multiple ways.  They have 
historically contributed to Portland’s urban and recreational 
fabric and epitomize Portland’s legacy of visionary government, 
intergovernmental cooperation and the exceptional engineering 
– characteristics that make Portland a truly great city. The Design 
Concept continues these traditions and represents the results 
of an inclusive and open community, professional and agency 
outreach program. 

PWB recognizes that the reservoir basins are extremely important 
to the Washington Park Reservoirs Historic District.   Absent the 
four drivers for this project as described in Section 1-3 of the 
application, PWB would not have proposed demolition of these 
historically significant structures in the first place.  However, 
the landslides will  continue to damage the aging basins and 
structures, the seismic threat is certain and destructive, and the 
state and federal rules require that the reservoirs be covered.  
Recognizing that these critical drivers exist PWB has taken 
extraordinary measures to recreate bodies of open water within 
an accessible, tranquil setting that is so critical to the original 
vision of Washington Park.  

Policy 12.3 includes several “objectives” that are paraphrased 
below and are addressed directly in the Design Concept:

A. “Preserve and accentuate historic resources  as part of an 
urban environment that is being reshaped by new development 
projects.”  The Design Concept preserves and rehabilitates 8 of 
the 11 contributing resources in the Historic District and through 
proposed preservation measures, will  make these resources more 
attractive, longer-lived, and more accessible to Washington Park 
users. The Weir building in particular, is being removed in order 
to ensure the preservation of another contributing resource, Gate 
House 3. Without the removal of the Weir building, Gate House 3 
will  be vulnerable to damage during the construction of 
Reservoir 3.

B. “Support the preservation of Portland’s historic resources 
through public information,  advocacy and leadership within the 
community as well as through the use of regulatory tools.” PWB 
has sponsored and supported an extensive public involvement 
process that has created opportunities for interested parties to 
participate in its proposal to remove certain historic resources 
and construct new elements with a historic character in the 
Historic District.

C. “Maintain a process that creates opportunities for those 
interested in the preservation of Portland’s significant 
historic resources to participate in the review of development 
projects that propose to alter or remove historic resources.” 
PWB has studied alternative sites for water storage over many 
decades, and alternative proposals such as floating covers. The 
current proposal has been revised many times under a process 
incorporating direction from the HLC, SHPO, the AIA HRC, and 
many other sources. 

E. “Protect potentially significant historic structures from 
demolition  until  the City can determine the significance of 
the structure and explore alternatives to demolition.” PWB 
has explored a variety of alternatives to demolition of these 
significant historic resources.

Figure 11. Historic photo of landslide zone, the Rose Garden, and the 
reser voirs

F. “Preserve artifacts from structures and sites that are 
historically, architecturally and/or culturally significant  and 
seek to reintroduce these artifacts into the City ’s streetscape 
and building interiors.” PWB will  preserve artifacts from the 
demolished reservoirs, including wrought iron fences, lamp-
posts and a drinking fountain.  At Dam 3 and the eastern border 
of Reservoir 4 (including Dam 4), the walkways, parapet walls, 
fencing and lighting will  be reconstructed in a historically 
accurate manner, and placed at or near their original location in 
relation to the new sur face water features.

HISTORIC PRESERVATION POLICIES














