










6

INTRODUCTION







LOCAL CARBON EMISSIONS HAVE DROPPED 14 PERCENT 
SINCE 1990, WELL AHEAD OF THE NATIONAL TREND
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Multnomah CountyIn 2013 total local carbon
emissions were 14 percent below

1990 levels; that’s equal to a reduction of
35 percent per person. 

Figure 1. Communitywide carbon emissions (1990–2013). Source: Portland Bureau of Planning and Sustainability

Portland and Multnomah County are national leaders in reducing 
carbon emissions.
Since 2000, when local emissions hit their highest levels, Multnomah County’s emissions have 
declined. Among other factors, these reductions are due to a combination of: 

(1) improved efficiency in buildings, appliances and vehicles; 

(2) a shift to lower-carbon energy sources like wind, solar and biodiesel; 

(3) more walking, biking and public transit; and 

(4) reduced methane emissions from landfills and more recycling.

Portland and Multnomah County 
have committed to reducing local 
carbon emissions by 80 percent 
below 1990 levels by 2050, with 
an interim goal of a 40 percent 
reduction by 2030.
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SUMMARY

















MAXIMIZING THE CO-BENEFITS OF TAKING ACTION

While transitioning away from fossil fuels, we must also:

Build strong, resilient infrastructure and support natural systems.

Advance social and racial justice.

Improve community livability and public health.

Create and maintain high-quality jobs that are accessible to all.

Shift patterns of urban development, transportation, buildings 
and consumption toward low-carbon options. 

Strengthen the local economy.
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