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Why are we moving forward 
the 

Powell Division Transit and 
Development Project?
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TRANSIT  connections
•Connects downtowns of 2 largest cities in region
•Connects to MAX light rail - Blue line, Green line, Portland-Milwaukie light rail
•Strong Transit Demand Today - Powell #9 and Division #4 high ridership

• Designated a priority in Regional High Capacity Transit Plan
• Recommended for development from East Metro Connections Plan

Division's 4-line: 9,000+/day

Powell's 9-line: 8,700+/day
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TRANSIT  connections
• Good arterial network exists – many north south bus routes on grid
• Major capital investments in walking and biking connections in corridor
• TriMet Eastside Service Enhancement Plan conducted concurrently

• Designated a priority in Regional High Capacity Transit Plan
• Recommended for development from East Metro Connections Plan

Capacity of Providence 
Park Timbers Soccer
20,438

82nd & Division 
18,000 ons/offs a week 
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THE TRANSIT PROJECT

1) Save you time
2) Provide for comfortable and safe trip
3) Connect to places we care about



Economic Development  connections
• Areas of the corridor have recently completed rezoning studies – 122nd

• Areas that are being planning for redevelopment, including PDC business districts,   
comprehensive plan  neighborhood centers

Jade 
District

122nd

Downtown 
Gresham

Mount Hood 
Community 
College

162nd
Foster/
Powell

Portland-
Milwaukie 
light rail

Downtown 
Portland
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EDUCATION CORRIDOR
•PSU, OHSU, Portland Community College and Mount Hood Community College
•David Douglas and Reynolds High Schools are the two largest in Oregon

PCC

Mount 
Hood

OHSU

David
Douglas 
HS

Reynolds 
HS

http://djcoregon.com/news/2010/02/25/47713-bldgc/
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Jade District

Division-Midway
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Supporting People and 
Neighborhoods

PURPOSE OF THE TRANSIT AND 
DEVELOPMENT PROJECT

1) Support the uniqueness of our 
communities

2) Provide amenities that can enhance the 
neighborhood

3) Support equitable development
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The Project



Definition of a new transit 
line connecting Portland and 
Gresham, including vehicle 
mode, route, and station 
areas.

A development strategy for key 
places in the corridor:
•What areas change and what 
remains stable.
•Identify policies and projects to 
support stations, adjacent uses, 
buildings, public spaces.

TRANSIT DEVELOPMENT

• Route
• Stations
• Supporting projects

• Regional actions
• Portland actions
• Gresham actions
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Community and agencies identify shared issues

Find common ground for investments to advance

Agreement allows us to collaborate on funding

Agreements provide value



•Briefings
•Culturally specific, 
multilingual engagement 
•Youth engagement 

•Local business engagement 
•Community and related 
projects’ events 
•Talk with staff sessions 

Community driven decision making



 

Equitable Development

Housing

Economic Development

Capital Projects Policies

Transit benefits Mixed Income 
Communities



http://powelldivision.oregonmetro.gov/ 
Over 1,500 comments received



Thank you for having me speak for our Tongan community at 
the steering committee and very much appreciate the ink time. 
I will share with my sewing class today and word of mouth will 
spread faster than your hi-speed internet at Metro.
The Tongan community will know we’ve been heard!
- Kolini Fusitua, who spoke at Steering Committee on March 16, 2015



Steering Committee formation



Powell-Division GOALS



Project is advancing a new bus rapid transit project 
between downtown Portland, Gresham, and 
Mount Hood Community College.  Route will run 
on inner Powell in Portland transitioning to 
Division. There are route choices to be decided.

Powell-Division Route



Collaboration



Philanthropic Partnership
. 

Community 
Collaboration 
through Art

Division Midway Alliance for 
Community Improvement  and 
the Jade District - teamed up with 
the Kresge Foundation and 
Transportation 4 America to bring 
creative place-making art projects 
to the new line.



Powell-Division Collaborative

Equitable Development



Powell-Division Collaborative



Powell-Division Collaborative

Transit Oriented 
Development

Metro property Portland Community College



APANO/Jade Multicultural Space

Photos from CXPHOTO.com



There is continued mutual interest from both the 
transit project and the college  to explore a transit 
station/hub on campus.

Mount Hood Community College



Powell-Division Transit and 
Development Project

Alan Lehto, Director of Planning &Policy
TriMet



Where we are
 2012/2013 Partnership
 2013/2014 Planning  
 2015 Implement – can now move into Project 

Development



Next Steps
 Project Development would start summer 2015
 Project Development allows us to work on:
 Preliminary Engineering (design)

 Plan for federal & local funding (finance plan)

 Environmental work (NEPA)

 Allows future funding from Federal Transit 
Administration



 Federal funds request <$75M and project 
cost < $250M

 Rail or Bus Rapid Transit (transit-only 
requirement does not exist)

 2 big steps for FTA project funding
 Can be 5+ year process before service starts

Small Starts
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Elements of Bus Rapid Transit

Fast  Convenient Comfortable Easy to use

STATIONS

STREET

VEHICLE



Best practices

Everett SWIFT

Cleveland Healthline



Service Enhancement Plans
Creating a shared vision for making transit better

www.trimet.org/future



Eastside Service Enhancement Plan

• More coverage (e.g., north-south 
service)

• Service more often, earlier, and later
• Connect with employment areas
• Enhance access to education, healthy

food and services
• Partnerships to improve access to bus and light 

rail stops 



Capital Investment Highlights
Funded Projects Source Amount
East Portland Access to Transit Regional Funds 2014-15 $4.2 M

East Portland in Motion - Access to Employment 
and Education

Regional Funds 2016-18 $9.1 M

Powell-Division Corridor Safety & Access to Transit ODOT STIP 2016-18 $2.8 M

Powell Blvd Safety Project (20th – 34th) ODOT STIP Fix-it 2016-18 $3.8 M

Recent Investments

East Portland Sidewalk Infill on Arterials

TriMet Pedestrian Network Analysis

Gresham Division Complete Street Corridor Project

Portland High Crash Corridor Safety Program

Over $47 Million allocated in East 
Portland to EPIM implementation 
by City and other agency partners 
between 2012 and 2018. 



Powell-Division Transit and 
Development Project

Thank you. Questions?



Extra Slides



Opportunity Areas

Inner 
Powell

50th-
52nd

Jade 122nd 162nd

Foster-
Powell

Division-Midway



Transit Alternatives
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Many people live in the corridor
Population Density persons per square mile

Source: Portland Comp Plan Update “map app” 
http://www.portlandbps.com/gis/cpmapp/

DIVISION DIVISION
POWELL POWELL
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Diversity and Equity

• Higher percentage of communities of color east of 82nd Avenue
• Higher percentage of low-income along Powell, east of 82nd Avenue
• Higher percentage of youth
• Working to partner with community based organizations, East Portland Action Plan

Source: Portland Comp Plan Update “map app” 
http://www.portlandbps.com/gis/cpmapp/

Communities of Color

Median Income

DIVISION DIVISION

POWELL POWELL

DIVISION DIVISION

POWELL POWELL
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"Building trust is building 
relationships," Boisen said. 
"We're trying to build 
relationships with key 
community members who will 
help us connect with other 
people in the community."…

"There's a tremendous 
opportunity for us to 
implement transit-oriented 
development in this area that 
will be really beneficial." 

– Lori Boisen, Division-
Midway Alliance for 
Community Development


