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MEMORANDUM

4/22/15

TO: Portland City Council
FROM: Mike Rosen, Watershed Division Manager, Environmental Services

RE: Portland Watershed Report Cards Presentation

Portland is rich with urban rivers and streams that bring nature into the city and
provide us with places to work and play.

The Bureau of Environmental Services (BES) is the city’s sanitary sewer and stormwater
management utility. Improving the health of our rivers and streams is a key part of the
bureau’s mission. BES is pleased to commemorate Earth Day by announcing a new tool
we've developed that will help us to do just that. The Watershed Report Cards will help
us better understand the current health of our rivers and streams, direct us where we
need to make improvements, and tell us how well our efforts to improve watershed

health are working,.

The City has five watersheds: Willamette River, Johnson Creek, Columbia Slough,
Fanno, and Tryon Creeks. The Watershed Report Cards measure four critical goals in
our watersheds: hydrology, or how water flows; physical habitat; water quality; and fish
and wildlife. The data on which the Report Cards are based comes from four years of
monitoring, work that started as part of the Portland Watershed Management Plan that
City Council adopted in 2006.

The report card system is a nationally and internationally used model that helps to
present complex data in a way that is understandable and engaging. The Report Cards
will be used to inform the City’s efforts to improve the conditions of our watersheds,
and also as a way to communicate with residents, businesses, and ratepayers about what
they can do to improve the health of our rivers and streams.

The report cards will be updated every 4 years and the set we are presenting today
represents baseline conditions for Portland’s watersheds. There are many areas where
watershed health is good and some areas where improvement is clearly needed. We
expect that the analysis provided with this tool and the discussion it provokes, will help
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the City and its citizens better understand how the work we do and the way we live can
be leveraged to better understand, protect, and improve our environment.

The report cards are a reflection of our accomplishments to date and can be used to
assess the impact of our investments to improve and maintain watershed health. We
intend to use this baseline information and emerging trends to report back to Council in
order to guide further watershed investments in the next budget cycle.
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