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Plannine and “ustairability Commission
1600 W fourth Avenue
Portland, Crasgon C7201-53A0

Dear tanbers:

Carol McCarthy's article in the Uribune today insvired me to comment
to you with another objection te the trend of government in destroying
Portland's livability and atiraction to those who continue to swell
i1ts population.

Yirtually unlicited bullding helghts are destoying the pleasant scale
of Portland's skyline that was once ruptured only by the monstrosity
bank bulldings, And yebt the city council with a single exception is

willing to denigrate Portland's tone-setting bridges with high rises.

No-parking garages, and unlirlted height apartment buildingd will add
no charm, but will allow wore "rats in the mexze." To echo MNcCarthy,
where exactly is the "sustainability" in the plans. (iving developers
the irside ftrack, and providing subsidies to those who reduce the
quality of Portland, are historlc failures that are proliferating.
"here is the effort with planning to reduce (and why not aliminate?)
the homeless problem with an isnlated ard inconverient shelter city
rather than thoe city's obsession te keep the attewhnt repulsive
probloms in the inner city for some undefined convenlence,

If the cilty rea’ly desires sustainability, why are not local
jurisdictions not protesting the burceoning lesal and .illegal
Immiprant preoblems dumped on us by federal fiat? Hishorically,
smell irmigrant populations are asstwilated, bdut row fleods of
immigrants challenge ~ur very heritage,

ig an 35 year old native Portlander and college graduate, I grant
that Portland is an atiractive destination and must accomodate
growth., DPlease heed Towm McCall's prescient admonition for folks
to visit Orepon., Leb's vot subsidize growth for tex base,
nurture faddish alternative transvortation and energy sources,
and destroy our history by demolishing comrercial and residential
bulldinge for quick profit.

1 am for free enterprise and a healthy sconory, bub anmot see how
rruesome growth benelits us. Many Buopean cltles have preserved
thelr attractiveness and density without sacrificing pleasant

and conbtrolled-height skylines, Our vital nelighborhcods of
Belmont, Mississippl, Broadway, Sandy have thrived because of their
charm, and have preceded the resunltant density by apportunistic
developers, Hor my children and grandchildren, save the city.

Sincereoly,
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