
As you know, I serve as volunteer Chairperson of the SW Neighborhoods, Inc Transportation 
Committee; as volunteer Co-Chair of Portland's Pedestrian Advisory Committee; and as a 
volunteer member of Portland's Bicycle Advisory Committee. However, all of the following 
comments below are personal and do not represent any of the above organizations.  
 
Please see the attached spreadsheet of SW Portland TSP projects with my project specific 
personal comments added in a separate column.  Please add these personal comments to the 
public record for the TSP update; and please acknowledge receipt of these comments.   
 
I addition to the project specific comments, please accept these broader personal comments on 
the TSP and Comp Plan update process:   
 
1. The BPS online map app was a very useful tool for individuals and neighborhoods to 
comment on specific transportation projects. I appreciate that this tool was developed made 
available; and then updated / improved during the process.  It was much less useful for citizens 
interested in the overlay of needed storm water improvements, especially in SW Portland.  I am 
concerned as to how the public transportation comments have been and will be used; and 
whether the many hours of volunteer time spent using the map app and reviewing multiple 
iterations of project lists and spreadsheets will actually influence the final updated TSP 
financially constrained project list. This message and outcome is not yet clear.   
 
2.  There was inadequate opportunity for public comment on the development of the outcome 
based criteria used by staff to rank the TSP projects.  The criteria did not adequately consider 
transportation system completeness, necessary to provide a basic level of safe access and 
mobility for all citizens. The criteria and staff rankings undervalue most collector streets.  In SW 
Portland, many collector streets are actually functioning as arterials with a lot of non local traffic, 
but on which most SW Portland residents depend on despite their lack of pedestrian, bicycle,and 
storm water infrastructure, due to the incomplete street grid in my community.  
 
3. The time lines on this TSP update were extremely rushed, and when staff was behind on their 
work, public engagement suffered.  Despite the efforts of staff to provide numerous public 
presentations, many of the presentations were informational and not interactive. Much time was 
spent giving background information, leaving inadequate time for Q & A or meaningful 
engagement. Please consider this concern carefully in the next TSP update.   
 
4. I support the innovative development of the nine new citywide programs as financially 
constrained project items.  However there is much additional work to do to define and implement 
these programs: Specific criteria are needed to influence project investment prioritization; and 
the public should be involved in the development and use of the criteria to develop specific 
program project lists.   
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide these personal comments.  Please do not hesitate to 
contact me to discuss any of the above or attached comments.    
 
Roger Averbeck 
4907 SW Canterbury Ln | Portland, OR 97219 | 503-679-1447 | roger.averbeck@gmail.com  
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