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Planning and Sustainability Commission
1900 SW Foutrth Avenue, Suite 7100
Portland, OR 97201
September 22, 2014
Brentwood-Datlington Neighborhood Association
¢/o Mt. Jacob Sherman
4326 SE Woodstock, PMB 494
Portland, OR 97206

RE: Comprehensive Plan Testimony for Green Thumb (6801 SE 60th Avenue)
Dear Planning and Sustainability Commission,

On September 4, 2014, the Brentwood-Datlington Neighborhood Association
(BDNA) unanimously voted in favor of strongly encouraging the Planning and
Sustainability Commission (PSC) to change the zoning of the 12.8 acte utban
agriculture and education site known as "Gteen Thumb" (6801 SE 60th Avenue) from
Low Density Multi-Family Residential with an Alternative Design Density Ovetlay
(R2A) to a designation that best reflects its actual use: Open Space (OS).

The Green Thumb site is a unique 12.8-acte urban agriculture and educational
garden facility that is managed by four partners: Oregon State University Extension
Service’s Community and Utban Horticulture Program, Portland State Univetsity’s
Leadesship for Sustainability Education Program, Portland Public Schools, and City
of Portland Parks and Recreation. For decades, this site has served as an important
learning laboratory for Lane Middle School students, PSU students, OSU Master
Gardener volunteers and Beginning Utban Farmer Apprenticeship (BUFA) students,
Community Transition School students, S.UN Program participants, the Portland
Fruit Tree Project, community gardeners, a farmer-in-residence, local residents and
mote. Given the size and the scope of setvices offeted, some community members
believe thete is no other place like the Green Thumb site in the Portland-metro atea.

As a historically under-served East Portland neighborhood, BDNA has long-
fought to protect, presetve, and invest in this deeply valued community asset. The site
is referenced as a community resource in our adopted 1996 Brentwood-Datlington
Neighborhood Plan, In the eatly 2000's, the neighbothood association organized and
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intervened in the potential tesidential development of the site, successfully advocating
for Portland Public Schools to sell a portion of the property to the City of Portland.
As recently as last year, the neighborhood association has invested a significant
portion of out savings in the development of a new project that seeks to increase civic
engagement, promote social entrepreneurship, and provide affordable and nutritious
organic produce to a neighbothood that faces significant food-access challenges.

Regarding the cutrent zoning of the site, we do not want to see otchards, bird
and pollinator habitat, community gardens, greenhouses, the fields of a market
garden, and other community gathering spaces demolished and turned into several
hundred town houses or apartments that we do not have the infrastructure and
amenities to suppott. Rather, in our community's vision of 2035, the Green Thumb
site remains a verdant and thriving place where, each year, hundreds of school-aged
childten, neighbothood families, univetsity students, and other tesidents from around
the city can access organic produce, build community, enhance their leadership skills,
and learn about science, agriculture, and sustainability.

We hope you will setiously consider our request to re-zone the Green Thumb
site from Low Density Multi-Family Residential with an Alternative Design Density
Ovetlay (R2A) to Open Space (OS) as part of the 2035 Comprehensive Plan updates.
Thank you for taking the time to consider this request, and please do not hesitate to
reach out if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

/s/

Jacob Shetman, Board Chair
Brentwood-Datlington Neighbothood Association
jdbsherman(@gmail.com

CC:

Mike Abbaté, Directot, Portland Parks and Recreation

Marty Stockton, Southeast Disttict Liaison, Bureau of Planning and Sustamablhty

Anne Dufay, Executive Director, SE Uplift Neighborhood Coalition

Bob Kellet, Neighborhood Planning Program Manager, SE Uplift Neighborhood
Coalition

Robert McCullough, Boatd Chair, SE Uplift Neighborhood Coalition
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Planning and Sustainability Commission
1900 SW Foutth Avenue, Suite 7100
- Portland, OR 97201 :
November 4, 2014
Brentwood-Datlington Neighbothood Association
c¢/o Mt. Jacob Sherman
4326 SE Woodstock, PMB 494
Portland, OR 97206

RE: Comptehensive Plan Testimony for Green Thumb (6801 ST 60th Avenue)
Dear Planning and Sustainability Commission,

Thank you for listening to our testimony on October 207 ahout the Brentwood-
Darlington Neighborhood Association’s request to the Planning and Sustainability
Commission (PSC) to re-designate and re-zone the 12.8 acre urban agriculture and
education site known as "Green Thumb" (6801 SH 60th Avenue) from Low Density
Multi-Fainily Residential with an Alternative Design Density Ovetlay (R24) to a
designation that best seflects its actual use: Open Space (OS5).

We ate pleased to know that the two propetty Oowners — Portland Patks and
Recreation and Portland Public School — ate suppottive of this request, which treflects
a strong desire from members of our community f0o preserve this tmportant
neighborhood asset. ’ - '

 Enclosed you will find the following documents suppotting ouf request to fe-
desighate and re-zone 6801 SE 60™ Avenue as Open Space:

» BDNA request to PSC (dated September 22, 2014) _

e TLettet of support from Woodstock Neighborhood Association (dated Oct. 1,
2014)

o Lettet of suppott from Friends of Portland Community Gardens (dated Oct. 6,
2014) A

e Personal letter of support from Leslic Pohl-Kosbau (dated Oct. 6, 2014)

* Letter of support from ROSE Community Development (dated Oct. 9, 2014)

o TLetter of suppott from faculty membets in the Graduate School of Education
at Portland State Univetsity (dated Oct. 10, 2014)
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* Letter of suppott from Naomi’s Organic Farm Supply (dated Oct. 15, 2014)
- * Copy of BDNA Testimony from Oct. 28, 2014 PSC hearing at PSS Southeast
* DPetition to change zoning of “Green Thumb” (6801 SE 60™ Ave.) from high- -
density residential to open space (49 pages, 467 sighatures)

We hope you will setiously consider our request and this strong community support
to te-designate and re-zone the Green Thumb site from Low Density Multi-Family
Residential with an Alternative Design Density Ovetlay (R2A) to Open Space (OS) as
patt of the 2035 Comprehensive Plan updates. ,

Thank you for taking the time to consider this request, and please do not hesitate to
reach out if you have any questions,

Sincerely,

/s/

Jacob Sherman, Board Chait
Brentwood-Datlington Neighborhood Association
jdbsherman(@gmail.com

CC:

Mike Abbaté, Director, Pottland Parks and Rectreation

Matty Stockton, Southeast District Liaison, Bureau of Planning and Sustzunablhty

Anne Dufay, Executive Director, SE Uplift Neighbothood Coalition

Bob Kellet, Neighborhood Planning Program Managet, SE Uplift Neighborhood
~ Coalition

Robert McCullough, Boatd Chait, SE Uplift Neighborhood Coalition

Enclosures
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WWW. WOODSTOCKPDX.ORG
Woodstock Community Center, 5305 SE 43rd Avenue, Portland, Oregon 97206

October 1, 2014

Portland Planning and Sustainability Commission
1900 SW 4th Ave, Suite 7100
Portland, OR 97201

Dear Planning and Sustainability Commissioners:

It has come to our attention that the Green Thumb/Learning Gardens Lab, which lies
just southeast of Woodstock Neighborhood in Brentwood-Datlington, is in jeopardy,
as the City of Portland's updates to the draft 2035 Comprehensive Plan would have
this 12.8-acre site zoned high-density residential (R2A).

This urban agriculture and education center is a deeply valued community asset, not
just for Brentwood Datlington, but also for Woodstock and Mt. Scott-Arleta residents.
It is a thriving educational center where hundreds of children, from elementary
through university levels, plus local gardeners, come to learn about gardening, fruit
growing, and sustainability, It's a place where community and leadership are nurtured.

In order to ensure the preservation of this irreplaceable asset for our wider
neighborhood, our board members and many of our neighborhood residents feel
strongly that the 12.8-acre Green Thumb/Learning Gardens Lab should be re-
designated and re-zoned to reflect its current use. We urge you to fulfill the
Brentwood-Darlington Neighborhood Association's request in this matter.

‘Thank you kindly for your ‘attention.

Sincerely, ;

Becky Luening, Chair
Woodstock Neighborhoo






October 6, 2014
Planning and Sustainability Commission
1900 SW Foutth Avenue, Suige 7100
Portland, OR 97201

RE: Comprehensive Plan Testimony for Green Thumb (6801 SE 60th Avenue)

The Friends of Portland Community Gardens suppotts the proposed change the zoning of the 12.8
acte urban agticulture and education site known as "Green Thumb" (6801 SE 60th Avenue) from
Low Density Multi-Family Residential with an Alternative Design Density Overlay (R2A) to a
designation that best reflects its actual use: Open Space (OS). FPCG has suppotted the designation
and development of the Brentwood Community Gatdens, the teaching gardens and the orchard
since 1995.

Friends of Portland Community Gardens was founded in 1985 to suppott and expand community
gardening opportunities for all Portland-area residents to grow healthy food and build community
through gardening. The 12.8 acte Green Thumb site provides the Brentwood neighbors this
opportunity. It also functions as a regional teaching space for PSU students, OSU Master Gardenets;
and Portland Public Schools.

'Green Thumb was never intended to be “vacant land” It has functoned as a vibrant, well-used
garden and orchard since the 1970, when it was established as a Portland Public School
Horticultural Progrim. The Friends of Green Thumb worked hard to preserve it as a community
garden and teaching site in the 1990’s, and it serves thousands of children, teens and adults yea-
round. Portland Parks realized the value of such a programmed space, and purchased most of it to
protect this unique asset, as sees to its operation and maintenance.

Further plotecuon of Green Thumb will ensure the continued benefits of food security that
community growing, learning and farm business activities at this traditional urban green site will
provide for the Brentwood Darlington Neighbothood and the City of Portland. Therefore, Friends
of Portland Community Gardens asks you to designate and re-zone 6801 SE 60th from Low
Density Multi- Famﬂy Residential to Open Space,

Sincerely,

Leslie Pohl-Kosbau
Co-Chair Friends of Portland Community Gatdens

Michael Wade
Co-Chair Friends of Porttand Community Gardens







October 6, 2014
Planning and Sustainability Comimission
1900 SW Fourth Avenue, Suite 7100
Portland, OR 9721

RE: Comprehensive Plan Testimony for Green Thumb (6801 SE 60th‘Avenue)

T support the proposed change in the zoning of the 12.8 acte urban agriculture and education site .
known as "Green Thumb' (6801 SE 60th Avenue)} from Low Density Multi-Family Residential with
an Alternative Design Density Overlay (R24) to a designation that best reflects its actual use: Open
Space (OS). As thie Directot of Portland Community Gardens from 1975 to 2011, I wotked on the
designation and development of the Brentwood Community Gardens, and the teaching gardens and
the orchard since 1995. For the past two years, I have been on the Boatd of the Friends of Portland
Community Gatdens, and am currently Co-Chair of FPCG. .

The Friends of Portland Commumty Gardens was founded in 1985 to support and expand
community gardening opportunities for all Portland-atea residents to gtow healthy food and build”
community through gardening. ‘The 12.8 acte Green Thumb site provides the Brentwood neighbors
this opportunity. Portland Parks Community Garden Program operates the Brentwood Garden,
with goals that align with the FPCG. Green Thumb also functions as a prime regional teaching
space for PSU students, OSU Master Gardeners, and Portland Public Schools. The site offers a
unique place for this collaboration to flourish.

Green Thumb was never intended to be “vacant land” It has functioned as a vibrant, well-used
garden and orchard since the 1970’s, when it was established as a Portland Public School
Horzticultural Program, The Friends of Green Thumb worked hard to preserve it as a community
garden and teaching site in the 1990’s, and it serves thousands of children, teens and adults year-
round. Portland Parks realized the value of such a programmed space, and purchased most of the
site to protect this unique asset, and sees to its operation and maintenance.

Further protection of Green Thumb will ensure the continued benefits of food secutity that
community growing, learning and farm business activities at this traditional urban green site will
provide for the Brentwood Datlington Neighborhood and the City of Portland. Thetefore, 1 request
that Green Thumb at 6801 SE 60th be deslgnated and re-zoned from Low Denslty Multi-Family
Restdential to Open Space.

Sincerely,
Leslie Pohl-Kosbau -

7136 SW 3 Ave.
Portland, Oregon 97219

lesliepohl(@comcast.net

¢. Brentwood Datlington Neighborhood Association







October 9, 2014 )

Planning and Sustainability Commission
1900 SW Fourth Avenue, Suite 7100
Portland, OR 97201

Dear Planning and Sustainability Commission,

ROSE Community Development supporis the Brentwood-Darlington Neighborhood Association's
request to re-designate and rezone the Green Thumb/Learning Gardens Lab site from Low Density
Mutltifamily Residential (R2A) to Open Space (0S).

ROSE is a community-based nonprofit that has been working to revitalize Brentwood-Darlington
and other outer southeast Portland neighborhoods for the last 22 years. We were created by a
group of neighborhood leaders who were concerned about poverty, poor housing conditions, lack
of infrastructure and other livability concerns. We work closely with neighborhood members,
business owners, the City, and other nonprofits to improve outer southeast as a place to live,
work, and play.

One way to do this is to preserve important community assets, and the proposal to re-designate
and then rezone the Green Thumb/Learning Gardens Lab site to Open Space would preserve this
vital resource for future generations. ROSE sees the need for community action around youth
education and food security. From educating Lane Middle School's socio-economically and
ethnically diverse students about science in the garden to selling affordable, organic produce at
the farm stand and donating hundreds of pounds of produce to charity each year, the diverse
activities that take place at the Learning Gardens Lab increase the availability of fresh, healthy
food to a lower income community, while also preparing adolescents for success in high schootl
and life after graduation. Furthermore, the Green Thumb site also functions as an important
community gathering place, a site that enhanced livability by providing space for people from the
neighborhood and across the city o enjoy the outdoor setting. As a community, we should make
sure that these types of community benefits are not only avaitable today, but are also readily
availahle in 2035.

ROSE is a member of the Brentwood-Darlington community, where ROSE has developed 20
affordable rental and homeownership properties. These include Country Squire, Johnson Creek
Commons, and Woodmere Commons apartments as well as the Cooper Street Bungalows and
Woodmere condominiums. While we are an affordable housing developer, we believe that healthy
neighborhoods also include open space, urban agriculture and educational programs.

ROSE believes the Planning and Sustainability Commission should recommend the preservation
of the Green Thumb/Learning Gardens Lab by a re-designation and then rezoning the property
from Low Density Multifamily Residential (R2A} to Open Space (0S). -

Thank you for your considerétion.

Sincerely,

Nick Sauvie
Executive Director
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Organic Farm Supply

www.naomisergenle.com

Planning -and-Sustainability Commission
1900 SW Fourth Avenue, Suite 7100
Portland, OR 97201
October 15, 2014
Naomi’s Organic-Farm Supply
2615 SE Schiller St
Portland, OR 97202

Dear Planning and Sustainability Commission,

It has recently come to our attention that the land presently occupied by several
horticultural education and community-based programs, collectively known as Green Thumb, is
currently zoned as Low Density Multi-Family Residential with an Alternative Design Density -
Overlay. We are also aware that the Brentwood-Darlington Neighborhood Association (BDNA)
has voted in favor of strongly encouraging the Planning and Sustainability Commission (PSC) to
re-designate and re-zone the land to Open Spacé. As a community leader committed to
ecologically and socially sustainable land use, we fully support the BDNA in encouraging the
PSC to designate this land as Open Space.

We are aware that the PSC must take into account social, economic and environmental
issues through the lens of sustainability principles and practices. Green Thumb is a social
environment unique to the region, and intersection that attracts community members regardless
of class, age, race, gender and sexual identity. It is a place where trades can be learned,
perspectives ¢an be changed, experimental ecologically-focused curriculum can be developed,
and, most importantly, a safe place where a person can be free to express themselves, The Green
Thumb site has the potential to be an international showcase of ecologically and sustainably-
driven ecconomy through urban farming, sustainable energy, curriculum development and
training, and public demonstration.. With its unique location in a rapidly developing urban
centet, the city has an opportunity to have a model of environmental stewardship that can 1nsp1re
Open Spaces throughout the city.

Green Thumb is a Portland treasure that must be protected so that its true potential can be
reached. The continued collaboration between such large organizations as the City of Portland,
Oregon State, Portland State, Portland Public Schools is substantial as a model of partnership.
Scientific evidence suggest that ecologically driven learning has a positive effect on nutritional-
choices, ecoliteracy, and self-esteem. The thousands of participants each year at Green Thumb
represents only a fraction of the potential of the site, which will create a positive Lmage of PSC’s
commitment to sustainability, social and environmental issues.

Please feel free to contact us with any questions Or concerns.
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PSC Testimony - Oct. 28th, 2014

Testimony: ‘

My name is David Messenheimer, and I'm a board member and the Land Use chair for
Brentwood-Darlington Neighborhood Association. I've lived in the neighborhood for over 3
years, and have a 2 month old daughter, who | would like to grow up with ample opportunities
to understand gardening and nature in her own neighborhood.

On September 4, 2014, the Brentwood-Darlington Neighborhood Association (BDNA)
unanimously voted in favor of strongly encouraging the Planning and Sustainability
Commission (PSC) to re-designate and re-zone the 12.8 acre urban agriculture and education
site known as "Green Thumb" (6801 SE 60th Avenue) from Low Density Multi-Family
Residential with an Alternative Design Density Overlay (R2A) to a designation that best reflects

its actual use: Open Space (0S). : ‘

The Green Thumb site is a unique 12.8-acre urban agriculture and educational garden facility
that is managed by four partners: Oregon State University Extension Service's Community and
Urban Horticulture Program, Portland State University’'s Leadership for Sustainability
Education Program, Portland Public Schools, and City of Portland Parks and Recreation. For
decades, this site has served as an important learning laboratory for Lane Middle School
students, PSU students, OSU Master Gardener volunteers and Beginning Urban Farmer
Apprenticeship (BUFA) students, Community Transition School students, S.U.N Program
participants, the Portland Fruit Tree Project, community gardeners, a farmer-in-residence, local
residents and more. Given the size and the scope of services offered, some community
members believe there is no other place like the Green Thumb site in the Portland-metro area.

As a historically under-served East Portland neighborhood, BDNA has long-fought to protect,
preserve, and invest in this deeply valued community asset. The site is referenced as a
community resource in our adopted 1996 Brentwood-Darlington Neighborhood Plan. In the
early 2000's, the neighborhood association organized and intervened in the potential
residential development of the site, successfully advocating for Portland Public Schools to sell
‘a portion of the property to the City of Portland. As recently as last year, the neighborhood
association has invested a significant portion of our savings in the development of a new -
project that seeks to increase civic engagement, promote social entrepreneurship, and provide
affordable and nutritious organic produce to a neighborhood that faces significant food-access
challenges, ‘

Regarding the current zoning of the site, we do not want to see orchards, bird and pollinator
habitat, community gardens, greenhouses, the fields of a market garden, and other community
gathering spaces demolished and turned into several hundred town houses or apartments that
we do not have the infrastructure and amenities to suppotr (which is demonstrated by the city’s
current recommendation to downzone significant portions of our neighborhood). Rather, in our
community's vision of 2035, the Green Thumb site remains a verdant and thriving place where,
each year, hundreds of school-aged children, neighborhocod families, university students, and

1
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PSC Testimony - Oct. 28th, 2014

other residents from around the city can access organic produce, build community, enhance
their leadership skills, and learn about science, agriculture, and sustainability.

We hope you will seriously consider our request to re-designate and re-zone the Green Thumb
site from Low Density Multi-Family Residential with an Alternative Design Density Overlay
(R2A) to Open Space (OS) as part of the 2035 Comprehensive Plan updates. Thank you

Testimony:

~ Hello, my name is Brad Melaugh, and | work at the Learning Gardens Laboratory through my
status as a graduate student in PSU’s Leadership for Sustainability Education program. | have
worked at the green thumb site for over one year, and in that time | have come fo love this
place for what it is and what it can be. Because of the direct positive impact | have been able
to observe on the community, | am asking that the site in question be rezoned from Low
Density Multi-Family Residential with an Alternative Design Density Overlay (R2A) to Open
Space (OS) as part of the 2035 Comprehensive Plan updates. | would like to share some of
my experiences that exemplify the community being cultivated and grown through the Learning
Gardens Laboratory’s involvement on the site.

In addition to coordinating the Lane Family Gardens program, | have had the pleasure of
facilitating the development of the Brentwood Darlington Community Farmstand throughout its
inaugural year. The farmstand has been a truly collaborative effort between the BDNA,
community members, LGL. staff, and PSU undergraduate capstone students. Through the
farmstand initiative and our food donation program, we have been abie to bring over one
thousand pounds of fresh, organically grown produce to the direct and surrounding community
- in three months. In an area of Portland where access to this type of produce is limited, an
expressed niche is being filled. ’

Our first year of the farmstand was modest. In the coming months, we will be working closely
with the neighborhood association and community memebrs to develop a semi-permanent
structure that can act as a hub for food and connection to place. This new farmstand will be
designed to intentionally reflect to neighborhood and the population we are working with. We
will be open from spring to fall, and listening to the community for their desires and needs
regarding fresh produce varieties.

Working the farm stand each week, | was privileged to be able to connect with community
elders who frequent the stand. | can say with confidence that those community memebrs who
have lived in the Brentwood Darlington neighborhood for decades are thrilled to see this site as
an active, engaging, and productive community agricultural hub. They remember the days
when this site was a dairy farm, and it brings them joy to taste the food growing from the land.
The learning gardens laboratory is located diagonally across SE 60th avenue from Lane
Middle School, who has been a partner for years. Most of the neighborhood students who pass
through LMS come to LGL as a part of their six-grade curriculum, and work with our graduate
student garden educators. Such a lush, well supported, and expertly staffed learning garden is

2
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a rarity in this country. As the school garden movement gains momentum, the Learning

- Gardens Laboratory serves as an exemplary model. Research by the Educational Psychology
department at PSU at the Learning Gardens Laboratory, linked motivation and engagement in-
the garden to academic achievement. Continued engagement of LGL is an extreme asset to
Lane Middle School, a focus school. It allows the school administration to focus on their
academic program.

This site being zoned as R2A threatens the long-term viability of such a positive site. The loss
of this site would be a deep loss to the community. This is why | am asking for the Green
Thumb site to be rezoned to open space.

Testimony: :
Patrick Burke BDNA Board Member

+ Brentwood- Darlmgton already has a lot of property zoned R2A: Compared to the
zoning of other nearby neighborhoods west of 82nd Avenue (like Woodstock, Mt. Scott-
Arleta, and Eastmoreland), Brentwood-Darlington has much more than its fair share of
housing stock zoned high-density residential. This re-designation and re-zoning would
not be a loss, but a great gain because of the immense value that Green
Thumb/Learning Gardens Lab delivers to the community.

« This is an equity issue: The City should be working to protect and preserve
community assets that provide value to local residents and not jeopardize them,
particularly when approximately 17%, nearly 1 in 5, Brentwood-Darlington residents
meet federal poverty standards — which is triple the regional average of people living in
poverty. Additionally, the Learning Gardens Lab provides direct enrichment to the
learning and student experience at Lane Middle School — 856% of whose students
qualify for free and reduced lunch, which again is another indicator of the
neighborhood's high levels of poverty. The City should be working to protect and
preserve community assets and they can do that by re- deS|gnat|ng and re-zoning the
Green Thumb site to Open Space.

« LGL provides access to fresh, affordable, organic produce: Area is practmally a
food desert...

+ The neighborhood does not have the infrastructure and amenities to support
R2A's intensity of development: A 2011 article by Willamette Week titied "Dirt Roads,
Dead Ends" named Brentwood-Darlington as having the City's second highest number
of miles of dirt and gravel streets (4.4 miles). Also, the vast majority of the neighborhood
does not have sidewalks, including the main streets — despite this being identified as
an action-item in the 1996 neighborhood plan. Furthermore, the neighborhood has

~ limited commercial business so residents must commute to other neighborhoods that
have those amenities.

« The change to Open Space simply acknowledges and formalizes the historical
and current use: While currently zoned Low-Density Multifamily Residential, the Green
Thumb/Learning Gardens Lab site has always functioned as open space, serving as an

3




brentwood-darlington
neighberhood assceiation

PSC Testimony - Oct. 28th, 2014

urban agriculture and education site since the 1970's. Prior to that, the site was actually
a working farm known as the Zwald Dairy. Re-designating and re-zoning the site to
Open Space will simply serve as an acknowledgement and formalization of the site's
current and historical use.

Testimony:

Good evening, my name is Jacob Sherman, and | am the Chair of the Brentwood- -Darlington
Neighborhood Association. | am also a 5th generation Portlander, and have lived in the
Brentwood-Darlington neighborhood since 2010. To begin, | would like to thank you for coming
to SE tonight to accept testimony on the Draft Comp Plan.

To reiterate, we would like to encourage the Planning and Sustainability Commission to re-
designate and re-zone the Green Thumb site (6801 SE 60th Avenue) from R2A to Open
Space as part of the updates to the City's Draft Comprehensive Plan.

As mentioned, Green Thumb is an important community gathering space. Annual events like
the neighborhood clean-up, Earth Day celebration, Harvest Festival, plant sales, and more are
held here each year. Just last week, on a rainy Friday, close to 200 people showed up to
participate in the Harvest Festival.

Please help us preserve the Green Thumb site because it is an important site for urban
agriculture and education. Tonight we've only provided you a snapshot of what's taking
place on site. To briefly reiterate, aside from 100's of middle school students from Lane
Middle School learn about science and sustainability in the garden, community members learn
about urban farming on site through the OSU Beginning Urban Farmer Apprenticeship (BUFA)
program, residents and community members learn about fruit trees at the community orchard
maintained by Portland Fruit Tree Project; while developmentally disabled young adults learn
about horticulture and develop workforce skills at the Community Transition Program:;
hundreds of students from Portland State University learn about urban agriculture and civic
engagement; and, residents from across Portland tend garden piots at the two large
community gardens on site.

We want you to help us preserve the Green Thumb site because it is important for bird,
pollinator, and wildlife habitat. By preserving 12.8 acres of open space, the site’s large
trees, native plants, and open fields will continue to provide important ecosystem services, like
habitat, clean air, and storm-water management. Additionally, many pollinator friendly plants
exist on site, providing critical pesticide-free habitat and forage to pollinators which, I'm sure
you know, are increasingly threatened. :

For these reasons and so many more, the Learning Gardens Lab/Green Thumb is a vital
asset to our historically under-served neighborhood. It was first identified as a community
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resource in the adopted 1996 Bréntwoodfbéﬂington Neighborhoé‘d Plan, and today — 18
years later —, we know it remains just as important-to our neighborhood.

- We know this because there is a great deal of community support for our effort to urge-
this body re-designate and re-zone this property to Open Space. To date, we have
acquired letters of support from the Woodstock Neighborhood Association and Southeast
Uplift, which is the coalition that represents 20 neighborhoods in southeast Portland. We have
also received letters of support from both public and private partners, including letters from
Portland State University, Friends of Portland Community Gardens, Naomi's Organic Farm
Supply, and ROSE Community Development, which is not only a key stakeholder in our
neighborhood, but is also one of southeast Portland's oldest affordabie housing developers.
Additionally, | recently learning that the property owners, Portland Public Schools and Portland
Parks and Recreation, are supportive of our desired change to Open Space.

While we await letters of support from other organizations, including the property
owners, many everyday citizens have expressed their support too. To date, we've also
collected several hundred signatures on a neighborhood-led petition asking this body to re-
designate and re-zone the property to Open Space.

We are excited to watch our community rally around the preservation of this important
asset, and we urge the PSC to re-designate and re-zone the Green Thumb site to Open
Space as part of the updates to the 2035 Comprehensive Plan. Thank you.







Graduate School of Edilcation
Educational Leadership &-Policy

Post Office Box 751 503-725-4716 tel
Portland, Oregon 97207-0751 503-725-3200 fax
Education 504

615 SW Harrison Street vivewr, pdx.edufelp
Portland, Oregon 97201

October 10, 2014

RE: Comprehensive Plan Testimony for Green Thumb (6801 SE 60th Avenue)

Dear Planning and Sustainability_Cbmmission,

We strongly support the re-designation and re-zoning the 12.8 acre urban agriculture and education
site known as "Green Thumb" (6801 SE 60th Avenue) from Low Density Multi-Family Residential
with an Alternative Design Density Overlay (R2A) to a designation that best reflects its actual use:
Open Space (OS).

For almost & decade faculty and students in the Leadership for Sustainability Education master’s
program at Portland State University have been deeply engaged in community-based sustainability
work at the Learning Gardens Laboratory (LGL). The Leaming Garden Laboratory (LGL) is a
garden-based education program that is located at the 12 acre Green Thumb site. The mission of the
Learning Gardens Lab is to support academic achievement, leadership development, and a local
sustainable food system by providing garden-based education for public school students and their
.families, university students, and community members. Established in 2005, LGL exists as a unique
partnership between Portland State University, Portland Public Schools, The City of Portland’s
Parks and Recreation, and Oregon State University Extension Service.

" The Learning Gardens Laboratory at Green Thumb provides a wide array of programs that serve the
local community:

*  Garden-based education: Lane Middle School students learn about the principles of
sustainability especially as they relate to growing food via integration of school subjects.

*  Courses and workshops for PK-12 educators about how to create garden-based
sustainability curriculum. _

* Service-learning capstone courses with over 100 Portland State University students each
year.

*  Hands-on gardening and sustainable living skills with local neighbors in the Lane
Family Garden and the OSU Master Gardener Demonstration Garden.

+  Community events open to everyone: The fall Harvest Festival and the April Earth Day
Festival.

* IEconomic development and a local sustainable food system development through our
Farmer-in-Residence program, our weekly farm stand, and through OSU Extension’s

~ Beginning Urban Farming Apprenticeship Program.

" Given the scope and breadth of educational programs and partnerships at the Green Thumb site, we
strongly urge that the site be rezoned, so as to protect the space from residential development. This

Portland State

UNIVERSITY



is important for several reasons. First the Learning Gardens Lab at Green Thumb aligns with the
city of Portland’s long-term sustainability goals. Learning gardens are rich learning sites due to
their ecological and sociocultural benefits, and provide a hands-on way for university students and
school children to engage in complex sustainability issues such as the development of sustainable
local food systems and clean watersheds. Second, the Green Thumb site serves a diverse and
disenfranchised community, often comprising new immigrant and refugee families. Each week
nearly 200 middle school students from diverse racial, cultural, and socio-economic backgrounds
participate in direct, hands-on learning at Green Thumb. These racial and ethnic minority students
study science, math, writing, and social studies in the garden, experience the process of growing
and harvesting food, and learn the importance of good nutrition and Bating habits. Research at T.GL
has shown that this engagement in garden-based learning increases studenis’ motivation and
achievement in school. Third, the site also serves to help mitigate food insecurity in the
neighborhood by offering garden plots for neighborhood families, garden-based and urban farming
education, and a weekly farm stand for the community.

Portland State University has dedicated considerable resources to the Green Thumb site over the
past ten years and is committed to continuing our strong relationships and programs to address the
needs of outer southeast Portland. In close partnership with the Brentwood Darlington
Neighborhood Association, we urge you to rezone the Green Thumb site to OS, in order to protect
and reflect its actual use.

~ Sincerely,

Heather Burns, Ed.D. .
Assistant Professor, Leadership for Sustainability Education (LSE)
Faculty Coordinator, Learning Gardens Laboratory

Educational Leadership & Policy

Graduate School of Education

Portland State University

Sybil Kelley, Ph.D.

Assistant Professor of Science Education & Sustainable Systems
Leadership for Sustainability Education

Educational Leadership & Policy

Graduate Schoot of Education

Portland State University
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