Richmond Neighborhood Association
     Meeting Minutes – Jan. 2, 2006

Note-taker: Frederic Dupeyroux
Metalurges Gallery – 3605 SE Division St.

Board Members Present: Allen Field, Lee Knightly, Doug Klotz, Josh Warner, Susan Levine, Erik Hovmiller, Frederic Dupeyroux

Board Members Absent: Andy Waxman, Derek Covey, Karin Maczko, Clay Davis

Others Present: Joseph Auth, Jesse Johnson, Bill Diekes, Ann Holland, Jessica Engeman, Jess Barr, Mark Desbrow, Melodie Holliday, John Ripper, Pam Niedergang, Paul Guinea, Jen Guinea, Cait Smith, Linda Ralley, Tom Ralley, Steve Pfeiffer, Steve Schnaeber, Liz Guinea, Mariane Zenker, Michael Parrish, Michael Morrow, Ruth Peterson-Morrow


Meeting called to Order at 6:35 by Allen Field

Introductions

Old ‘Wild Oats’ site update (3016 SE Division St).

Stan Amy, co-owner of the property, and Synergy Northwest, prospective tenant, seek an adjustment to the 10,000 sq ft maximum size for a single business on Division St. rule, so that they may open a Gold’s Gym franchise encompassing the entire existing building. They sought RNA support and made their case at the Oct. ’06 RNA board meeting. RNA voted 3-0 to support the adjustment. With that, they formally applied for the adjustment. Work on the building is schedule to commence momentarily. The case was before the RNA board again today, not to vote in support or denial of the adjustment application but rather for the purpose of community involvement. The comment period with the planner in charge ends EOB Jan 4th ’07. Final decision will be made by Bureau of Planning staff without need for City Council involvement.

Stan Amy reiterated his belief that the fact that the building comprises two stories is an obstacle to its partition into more than one space. Persons connected with Loprinzi’s Gym represented that the new gym would put theirs out of business.

Neighbors present spoke mostly in favor of the planned gym. One suggested traffic improvements at the 31st and 32nd Aves. intersections. Owners of businesses located across Division spoke about being negatively impacted by the currently empty building. Concerns were heard re exterior design and signage. Josh Warner reiterated earlier RNA requests for community space; availability of discounts / incentives for patrons not driving to the gym; and an environmentally friendly remodel. The developer and his tenant had no comments. No motion was heard.

7:30
Break

Rowhouses at 3950 SE Woodward.

The Board revisited a matter regarding four townhouses being planned at 3950 SE Woodward. The developer, Guy Bryant, was not present. He had agreed to increase site setbacks from 5 ft to 8 ft as a result of earlier Board feedback. He had also introduced some design modifications to increase visual interest. The comment period with the planner in charge ends EOB Jan 8th ’07.

Doug Klotz, seconded by Susan Levine, moved that RNA send a letter in support of the planned development. The motion passed unanimously.

Auxiliary Dwelling Unit at 1603 SE 34th Avenue.
The owners plan to build an 565 sq ft ADU over shop space in the backyard of their home at 1603 SE 34th Avenue. The owners were not present. The ADU purports to use the footprint of an existing single-car garage, which is sited just one foot from the neighboring property to the South. The owners applied for an adjustment to conserve the one-foot setback.

Neighbors present expressed concern over the bulk of the two-story ADU, which they view as excessive; the upstairs windows overlooking neighboring properties; the purported use of the shop space, which neighbors say they have reason to believe will be used professionally by the owners in the course of their home remodeling business; and finally, the quasi-absence of setback from the property to the South.

Doug Klotz, seconded by Lee Knightly, moved that RNA send a letter opposing the setback adjustment request and expressing concern over the possible use of the shop space for business purposes. The motion passed unanimously.

8:15
Adjourned.

This Special Land Use Meeting was called in the absence of a regular December monthly meeting.








