


An Ordinance enacti.ng the "(»de of the CU:y of Portland, ~.tl 
so aa to comprise within one code: rea-latiou _ preb1.. 
Mttona n:leti!!S to the puhU.c peace. health. sa.fet;y or 
general welfare; utters relating to rates, fee•• liceue.. , 
assess_nts or taxes; provisiou fixing fees or chaqes fOr 
city services or COIIIDOdities; admim.strative organization.. 
procedures or regulations; city election ..ttars; fiscal 
re;-.11atio!!5; and oth~r rules, rea-lations. requirements or 
prohibitions of general and continuing applicability; pre­
scribing penalties. repealing prior code: ~.:t preserving 
the S8lIIe for certain purposes, and fixing an effective date 
of May 15, 1970. 

Th£ City of Portland ordaiu: 

1.01.010 Title--Citation--Reference. This code shall be 
known as the "COde of the City of Portland, Oregon," and it shall 
be sufficient to refer to said code as the "Code of the City of 
Portland, Oregon," in any prosecution for the violation of any 
provision thereof or in any proceedin: st law or equity. It shall 
also be sufficient to designate any ordinance adding to, 8lIIending. 
correcting or repealing all or any part or portion thereof as an 
addition to, 8lIIendment to, correction of, or repeal of the "Code 
of the City of Portland, Oregon." Further reference 11I81 be had 
to the titles, chapters, sections and subsections of the "Code of 
the City of Portland, Oregon," and such reference shall apply to 
that numbered title, chapter, section or subsection 8S it appears 
in this code. 

1.01.020 Reference !plies to asendments. Whenever a re­
ference is ..de to this co~aa the "COde of the City of Portland. 
Oregon," or to any portion thereof, or to anI ordinance of th~ 
city of Portland, Oregont.the referenee shal apply to all &m6nd­
ments, corrections and l!lG4itions hereto. 

1.01.030 Codification authority. ~ts code consists of all 
of the regulatory lind penal ordinances and certdn of the a':;.e!rl.s­
trative ordinances of the city of Portland, Oregon, codified pur­
suant to state law. 

1. 01. 040 Definitiou. 'Ihe following words and phrases when­
ever used in thls cOde slUlll be construed li8 defined in this see­
tion unless hem the context s different meaning is intended, or 
unless s different meaning is specifically defined and more particu­
larly directed to the use of such words or phrs$es: 
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(1) "City" shall ..an tha city ftf Portland. oregcm" or the 
area withia tha terrltorial city limits. of the city of ~tland. 
oregon. and such territory outside of this city over which the 
city haa jurisdiction m: control hy virtue of owttersMp or any 
c..."'UStituticDlll or Charter provisions. or any law. 

(2) "City CouncU" or "COUncir' SMll ..an tha city COWl'.:U 
of the cU:y of Portland. oregcm. 

(3) "county" shall _an the county and/or counties of Mlltao­
mah. Washingtcm and Clackalt.its. 

(4) "Mayor" shall mean the lDllyor of the city of Portland. 
oregon. 

(5) "C'.otIIIId.ssioner" shall ..an a commissioner of tha city of 
Portland. Oregon. If "commissioner" or "c01lllll1ssioner in charge" 
is used in cOftnection with any deparanent. bureau. or division. 
it shall ..an the commissioner in charge of such departlllent. bureau. 
or division. 

(6) "Charter" or "ordinance" shall mean the charter or ordi­
nance of the city of Portland. oregon. unless otherwise specifically 
designated. 

(7) "Oath" includes affirmation. 

(8) "Office" or "Officer." The use of the title of any 
employee. or any office sMll ..an such officer. employee. or office 
of the city of Portland. Oregon. unless otherwise specifically de­
signated. 

~'1} HPersonH shall mean natural person, joint venr-\lre" joint 
stock company. partnership, association. club. company. corporation. 
buSiness trust. organization. and/or the manager. lessee. agent. 
servant. officer or employee of any of them. 

(10) "State" shall mean the state of oregon. 

(11) "Shall" and "1II1st." hcn is mandatory. 

(12) "May" is permissive. 

(13) "Written" shall include handwritten. printed. typewritten. 
mi..ographed. multigraphed. or otherwise duplicated from printed or 
written ..teria1. 

(14) "Law" denotes applicable Federal law, the Constitution of 
the United States. the Constitution and statutes of the state of 
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Oregon. the Charter and. crd.ln,mne$ the cit)' of Portbt'ld.. C)regon t 
st'ld. when appropriate. any ~nd. all rule~ ~~1 regulatlo~~ whieh may 
be i'...:v=ulgat.ed thereunder. and. CO\trt decld.onlJ!. 

1 , ClL050 Gr~-iical;. interpreUtion. TI:-.I!l following gr_­
tied pIes shin ttpp y fn tliIseooe. 

(l) Gender. Any gender inc ludes the other genders. 

(2) Singular and pluraL The dngul"'i" nuw>ber includes the 
ph:!:~l and the plural includes the dngular. 

(3) 'Femes. Words used in one teme include any other teniUJ) 
as the context may require. 

(<4) Use of words lind phralH'U~. Words lind phrases !.uled in this 
code and not liIpecifically defined shall be construed accordir~ to 
the ccmtext and approved usage of the language. 

1.01.060 Construction. The provisions of this code and all 
proceeoLngs ufider~t are to be construed with a view to effect its 
objectives and to promote justice. 

1.01.070 Title cbs ter and section headin~s. 'Fitl~. chapter
and sect on ea figs conta ne ...ere_n S.H'! e deemed to govern,
limit, modi~7 or in any manner affect the scope, meaning or intent 
of the provisions of any title, chapter or section hereof. 

1.01.080 Reference to specific ordinances. when deposits of 
money or securities. permits or matters of record refer to or are 
connected with ordinances supersederi by provisions of this code. the 
deposits, permits or matters of record shall not be affected, oot 
corresponding provisions of this code shall be con8t~led to apply. 

1 .. 0, ~~ ~ '1';;'-_ Af ..... _\,1. nn Jh"--'- .............AFrinnc @"~ nhliaarinnQ.... __ .......Q ..."'........
,Ji.,'Ii\Jf7v Vff-~~ v ~n~~ __.~ n~Q~ ................. .,._
 

Neither tne adOption of tnIs code oor tn!!! repeal or aman<!ment 
hereby of ~ny ordinance or a part or portion of any ordinance of 
the city shall in any manner affect the prosecution for violations 
of ordimnces. which violati.ms Were committed prior the effec­
tive date hereof. nor be construed as ill waiver of any license. fee. 
or penal tv due and unpaid at said effective date under such ordi­
nances, nor be construed as affecting any of the provisions of 
llluch ordinatteelil relating to the collection of any aueh license. 
fee, or penalty, or the penal provhionl!1. 1'IppHcable to any viola­
tion thereof, nor to affect the validity of lmy I)ond or cash 
in lieu thereof req•.LI.. red t~ postl!d, filed, or deposited pursuan.t 
to any ordinance. and all d,htlil and obl1glitions thereunder apper­
taining shall continue iG ~~41 force and effect. When a ~equir~­
ment or oblig«tion under a prior ordinance superseded by this code 
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is continu~d by this code in substantially similar te~. the 
-requirement or obligation and any time limit fixed by tbe prior 
ordinJ.'mCe. or by official act or notice thereunder shell c:on­
ti~!.I.e. and time shall be compu.ted. in. accordance with the te~ 
of the prior ordinance. act or notice. 

1. 01.100 Reliia1 shell not rev!VEl 8!y ordinances. The repeal
of sn ordinance !iIe~ll not affect the repeeUng claUSE! of such 
ordinanCE! or revive any ordinance which helli been repealed. 

1. 01.110 Repeal. The following general ordinancE!lI of the 
city are repealed; lnlbj~ct to preservation thereof under Section 
1.01.090 of this code: 

Code of General Provisions Ordinance No. 71820 

"An OrdirU'ince providing for Ii Code of geeeral proviso .lEUI; 
adopting the municipal Code of the C~~y of Portland; describ­
ing the City seal; establishing general Code l:e.gulations;and 
prescribing penalties for violations,)f provirJions contained 
in the municipal Code of the City of Portland," passed by the 
Council September 10, 1942, as amended. 

Legislation and Elections Code Ordinance No. 71641 

"An ordirll!lnce to establish a Legislation and Elections 
Code for the City of Portland; to prescribe rules of order 
and proced.u:res for cuuncil meetings; to r~gulate the passage 
of ordinances and resolutions; to regulate the e~ercise of 
initiative and referendum powers in the city of Portland; to 
control ml.micipal electionlil; and to provide for penalt:l..es for 
violations thereof." passed by the Council August 6. 1942. as 
Imlended. 

Admin!.stration Code Ordinance No. 77780 

"An OrdinancE>. to est.ablish an administratiof' code; to 
p"!'~!'!<:'.ribe refl:ulations for the or~lllnizlil.tion and duties of 
administrative units of the government of the city of Portland; 
to provide perlltonnel rulelil for employes of the city; and to 
provide for pe'l!slotllS for certain employell. and to declare all 
emergency." passed by the Council September 3, 1942, as amend-ed. 

Finance Code Ordinance !io. 77613 

"An Ordinance providing f.or a Finance Code for the cit:y 
of Portland; regulating thee operaticm of funds !!ind. the pllt'j1l'.M!nt 
of warrants; elltabHgh1ng bud.get procedures; providing for the 
utlping of I"liH:ords and tM making of reports, controlling the 
maintenance, purchesl!!, and sale of property; providing for 
deli.nquencies; lind provid.ing penl'lltie8 for violations," p~ull'led 
by the Council July 30, 1942, as amend~d. 
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"An Ordimuu::e providins i'! Pt.Jblt~ Code of th~ 
of Portbnd. replatilll local and pu.blie imprOll'_nl::g;j.;; re~w-
bdns IJI;U~ of IU::r~et ~nd public l!!rlallt fac:'Htiel!! 
t.herein; regulatins repair ar~ maifltemance; providini 
ment and finencins pTocedm'e~;; r!'lulatins seweTIJI and thefT ullI:e 
rel;ulatins cert:ain useB and pr!u::tlcE!s related to public area 
setting forth other related Mb~ter$;; requiring permits and 
ins fees and che1:l:es;; providins penaltillls;; repealing ~dinem::e 
No. 76971 (Public Work.s Code) but cQnt1~;bl' provisions 
for certain purposes." palll1sed by tbe COUnc:Ll March 20, 1969. 
a~ e_!ooed. 

Planning and Zoning Code Ordinance NO. 110103 

"An Qrdinem::e to provide a rev:hed Plannilll and Zoning 
Code for the city of Portland. M:lltm::mah and Claclulm.u Coun­
ties, Oregon, ~o as to provide regulations and restricticms 
for location, use and d~",~l~~lt of property within the City 
for v~~ious t7~¢s of buildifll:lli. structnres and acti?i~ielli;; 
prescribing the vari~Js zone classifications and their regu­
lations. limitifll: the height mad bulk of buildings;; 
setbtu::k restrictions. p>:escribing penalties; fixing an 
date. and repealing Ordinam::e NO. 77953. pBlHled by the Council 
October IS, 1942. u subsequen.tly amanded. but prel!lervilll the 
same for certain purposell," pessed by the Council May 28, 1959, 
all l:I''1IIEmded . 

Building Code Ordinance No. 103415 

"An Qrdinem::e providing for Ot.Ji '!A1ng regulaticm.s, re.quir­
ing permi.U and feelli and providing penalties, fixing the effec­
t!ve litH::e. repealifll: Ordinance No. 71435. and pr""ger'll'ing 
rights and liabilities under Ordinance' NO. 71435." plltIH!e4 by 
the Coum::il JanuaTy 26. 1956. as amended. 

Rouging Code Ordinance N<l. 115647 

"An Ordinance to be known as the Rousinlt Code for the ci 
of Portland, Orego~. to provide ~£lltlth end sanitary
1'......... ldi.I1tll'$! lUlled for ~n hebitation: nrescribine nElnaltiea 
fixing an e'ffective date, repealing OrdiMnce No. 86820, 
by the Ccr.zncil March 4. 1948. and all ordinaDces ~ndatory 
thereto, ~Mt prezer~ir~ S~ for certain purposes, ~~ld 
preservi.ng certain Wa.r Code pe.rm:U:l> 81iJ providad in Ordinam::e 
No. 104586," pa.lulied by the C"';uncil t 16, 1962, u _nded$ 
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Helu:ing and Veni:ilatig Code. Ordinan<::e .0. 71094 

"An Ord!Mnc~ to be known I!II$ the h4!U!lt.ing and ventilatin-r; 
code. regulating the installation. alteration, repair and 
maintenance of heating ~nd venti.l~t!ng ~yeteaa and plants 
stalled in the cit:y _ providing a penalty tor the violation 
thereof," paued by the Council April 23, 1942, IU!! l!II~nded. 

Pll..mlbig Code Crdir.A7;nea". 71482 

"An Ordinance to be known as the Plumbing ~; defining 
terms, requiring permits and fees, construction. I!llterl!ltion~ 
renovation, repai.r and maintenance af plumbing, sewer and l'h:aiD­
age SystES. aDd providing peDalties for rlalatioDIIJ thereof," 
pa.ssed by the Council July 9. 19/~2. as ~nded. 

Water Code Ordinance~. 115258 

"An OrdinaD<::e providing for a Water Code for the City of 
Portland, defining terms. making certain regulations, requiring 
certain permits and fees. providing penalties for violation 
thereof, repealing Ordinance ~. 77279 (Public Utilities Code). 
passed by the Council June 4. 1942,. as ~nded, but continui.• 
the same for certain !"'Urposes, and declaring an emergency," 
passed by the C~Jncil May :4, 1962, as amended. 

Electrical Code Ordi.1.'l1Uice". 126527 

"An Ordinance to be known as the Electrical Code regul~u:ing 
the lease, rental. installation. repair, u~e and removal of 
el",.;;;;;..-ical w:l.ring and equipment, providing penalties for viola~ 
tion thereof, repealing Ordinance ~. 105000 and. i'reserving eer-

In rights and liabilities under Ordinance No. 105000 and fh­
ing an effective date," passed by the Council April 4, 1968, 
as amended. 

Air ~dit! Control Code,. Ordinance~. 118114 

... "An Or~iMnce provi~ing for ~he .control of air quality.
W1thin Portland by provlalng atan~~r~s maXimum permlSS~QLe 

emmiuions [sic} of air contam.nIIU'Its, with of;:;II:"empt10ns. prorid­
i~~ for regi~tr8~ion by pers~us ~aittir~ the cont~i~nt8. 
providing for the endorc~~(lt by the Heahh Officer by order 
with a procedure of appeal from such order, or enforce~nt by 
judicial process, provi.ding for variancea from certain provl~ 
sions, providing a penalty for violation. and repeali~ Article 
22 of Ordi.nance ~. n013., Health and Sanitation Coda, PUI!I~ 
by the Council Feb:nun:y 27, 1964, lUI amended. 



NG. 114851 

"An Ord1'l'iJ'mce to providE:: li revised Vb::'!! Code for the'c 
city of Portland, Multno~h and Clack~g cmmtias, Oregon, 
eli\tabl ng t:ules and regulations relating to tliw Bur'i!l"~ 
of Fire !!!nd the Dividon of Fire Prevention and Inspection. 
promoting the elimination and prevention of fire Ilnd explodon 
hazards; regulatir,g the lmiintenance and equiprM!.nt of structures 
snd use of premises within the city of ford!!!!':'!; providing for 
the abatelm:lnt of fire hazards. providing penalties for viola­
tions; f:l:ld.ng an effective date. !\tnd repealing Ordin!!mce ~{'Jt, 
78461 passed by the Council March 4, 1943. !\tS subllie~u'i!lntly 
a_nded, but preserving the sane for certain purposes." p,l£ssed 
by the Council March 8. 1962. alI> anended. 

Sign Code Ordil:'ll!l.nce No. 76571 

"An Ordinance providing for the Sign Code. de fining te~. 
regulating the erection, construction and maintenance of signa 
within the corporate limits of the city of Portland, providing 
fer perm! ts tind fees. and fixing penalties for vio18tion therli!:­
of." passed by the Council January 15, 1942, as amtmded. 

Police Cod~ Ordinance No. 76339 

"An Ordil.".ance providing for <J Police Code for the city of 
Portland; defining terdW; lmiking certain !\tcts 01:' omission8 un­
lawful; providing for the abatelm:lot of nuisances; paynent of 
rewards; issuance of permits and licenses; ~onfiscation of cer­
tain property. appointment of certain co!£@,ittees. maintenance, 
handling and confinement of prisoners. establishing regulations; 
and providing penalties," passed by the Council December 4, 
1941, 8S amended. 

Elevator Code Ordinance No. 77614 

"An ordinance to be known as th~ elevator code; providing 
regulations for the installation, alteration, repair, and 
maintenance of elevatOI'Il, escalators, hoists, dumb-w!\titerll 
and man lifts; requiring permits and fees; and providing a 
penalty for violations thereof," paued by the Council July 30. 
1942, all amended. 

He~lch and Sanitation Code 

"An Ordinance establishing the bureau of health; regubt­
ing health and sanitation the City of Portland; and provid­
ing penc1dell for the vi.olation thereof," paliUled by th4i!: Counett 
April 9, 1942, as amended. 
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".An Ordl113nc~ regulating treffic on I!ltreetiil lind M"ghw~YI!l; 
providing for I!iOtor veMele inspection; authorizing inl!lulla~ 
tion and use of parking ~terl!l; fixing I!ltanda~d~; pLv~iding 
for certl"l:ir; f!l!!es; providing pen!llt:ies and decbri'~li; Ii.n ~r~ 
geney," pau~d by the Council July 10, 1941. as Jitil4U"'.ded. 

",l.n Ordinance to regu11!1t:e ....4 license private businelul~u. 
and occupations in the city of Portland. and declaring an ~­
geney." pused by the Council December 18, 1941, lUI a~flded. 

Ordinance No. 127292 

"An Ordinance to be known ss the Disl!lt:lter Code for the 
City of Portland. Oregon, to establish operational respOnsi­
bilities and duties of the city bureaus and devart![lenta in 
case of sudden or foreseeable disasters. authorizing partici­
p8t1"n by supporting agencies," passed by the Council July 25. 
1968, as ~nded. 

1. 01.120 Exclusions. Notwithstanding inclusion within this 
code of the general subject macter, in wh~!e or in part, this code 
does not repeal or a~nd: any special ordinance affecting less than 
the general public; any ordinance affecting the general public on a 
temporary basis; any ordinance relating to or resulting from annexa­
tion, natiling of streets and public places or property, or acquisi­
tion or disposal of property. vacation of streets, public places or 
plats; any ordinance relating to waiver of fees or code provisions.
bids or contracts; any ordinance fixir~ or changing a zone classi­
fication as to property; any ordinance relating to budget; any ordi­
n~nce granti~~ a permit; ~~'r any fr8nchi~e ordinance * Any provision
of 1:l:!'1other ordinance n~i ther expressly repealed by this code nor 
clearly inconsistent with Ii! provision of this code. shall remain 
~Jl1 force and effect~ 

1.01.130 Effective DIi!U. This code shall be effective on or 
afte£lii), '.5. 1910. 

1.01.140 Violati.ons--Pendty. It shaH be unllllWful for any 
personto'Violate any provIsion or to fail to comply witb any re­
quirement of this code. Any person violating l'!ny provision or 
failir~ to comply with any requir~nt of this code. unless provi­
siem is otherwise INde herein. shall upon conviction the t'l!!O f • be 
punished by a fine of not more than Five Hundred Dollars ($500.00). 
or by impr:honmemt for a period of not more than six (6) months. or 
by Oc\th such fine and imprisonment. However. no greater penalty 
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shall be imposed than the penalty prescribed by Oregon statute q 

for the Sll]111!!! act or omission. Each such person shall be guilty ..@l 
of '" "Cl:>dl.8.te offense for each and every day during any portion l!i 
of which any violation of any provision of this code is committed, 
continued, or permitted by such person and may be punished accord­
ingly. In addition to the penalties hereinabove provided, liny 
dition caused or permitted to exist in violation of any provision 
of this code shall be deemed a public nuisance and may be 
abated by the city as authorized by this code. In addition, prope 
shall be forfeited and city license may be suspended or revoked as 
provided in this code. 

1.01.150 Prohibi.ted acts i.nclude causing, permitting, etc. 
Any <lct or omission made unlawtul under this code shall include 
causing, allowing, permitting, aiding, abetting, suffering, or 
concealing such act or omission. 

1.01.160 Constitutionality. If any section, subsection, sen­
tence, clause or phrase of this code is for any reason held to be 
invalid or unconstitutional, such decision shall not affect the 
validity of the rew.Rining portions of this code. The council hereby 
declares that it would have passed this code, and each section, sub~ 
seccion. sentence, clause and phrase thereof, irrespect.ive of the 
fact th1l!t anyone or lll.Ore sections, subsections, sentences, clause£l, 
er phrases Ill}l/ be declared invalid or unconstitutional, and, if for 
any reason this code should be declared inval:i.d or unconstitutil:mal. 
then the original ordinance or ordinances shall be in full force 
ami effect. 
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ORDINANCE No.
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Passed hy the Cuuncil, APR - 2 1970 
order of Council ~~fz/~

the CIty of Portland MCR : jw: pm 
March 20, 1970 
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