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THE WOODS

Located at the NW corner of North Williams and Fargo,
The Woods is a innovative building design that will
mimic the beauty and calm of nature while also
connecting residents to the bustle and energy of
urban Portland. Located squarely in the middle of the
up-and-coming Boise neighborhood, The Woods
features several community spaces located in a
central courtyard, inspired by natural elements
around the Portland area,. The new 52,000 SF building
will house 50 residential units, three ground floor
commercial spaces, 25% on site parking, and ample
bike parking.
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THE WOODS CONCEPT

The Woods concept, represented through the main facade of staggered sections of undulating wall, is an abstract
representation of a forest, meant to give the viewer the sense of looking at dappled light through a grove of trees. The dark
siding material, with matching windows and metal siding to create a dual effect- during the day, the siding will look like one
solid band, while at night, the lit windows will give the appearance of the bark of trees.
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THE WOODS COURTYARD

On the east side of the building, along busteling North Williams Avenue, the forest-like walls clear
to reveal the core of The Woods, a central courtyard feature of five platforms that step
progressively back into the building. This space provides the main social area for the residents-
each platform features an open roof deck space as well as a key amenity - a movie theater on one
level, a gym below, and a shared kitchen space and shared storage occupy the bottom two levels.
The face of each of these deck spaces will host a living wall and water feature, giving residents the
experience of walking out their door to greet a vegetated living wall right outside their home.
These spaces will be ideal for both individual relaxation and group socialization, connecting the
residents with each other, the building, natural elements, and the urban landscape. A butterfly
roof will drain rainwater down from the platforms into the courtyard area, which will then collect
into a large rain water cistern at the ground level, making the courtyard both a social and
functional space.
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CURRENT PROPOSAL

EARLY ASSISTANCE
COMMENTS AND CHANGES

To the left you can see a “before and after” glimps of the building based on the |
comments we recieved at the early assistance meeting. 1

Some of the general remarks were that bicycle storage should be on the ground level
near the garage and not on the second floor (where the storage space is now). As well as
the stair to access this bicycle storage at the second level was not nearly large enough.

We moved the residentail entrace/lobby to North fargo street to allow access to the
garage and bycicle storage for the residents, This allowed a more substaintial activation
of the North Willaims Street facade at the ground level.

There was concern of the courtyard facing east/west. We ammended the design in
several attempts to orient the main courtyard facing south, however this orientation
resulted in a major loss of units and compromised many of the design concepts integral
to the themes of the Woods. South facing residences allow every unit to have windows
facing south AND north, allowing living spaces to interact directly with daylight and
engage with both the street and the courtyard. Light and airy living spaces and
constant circulation were integral to the individual unit design- while the courtyard
space is activated by the social setting and natural features, with the high walls and
vegetated waterfalls mimicking the magnificent and open space of the Oneonta Gorge,
the residences depend on the southern exposure and constant air flow to create a
comfortable living space.
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