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fr'eightliner Strike 

At this time there is a strike in progress at Freightliner Corporation on Swan 

Island. This is in the response to pickets from the Freightltner Corporation 
plant in California which have put up an information picket line at several of 

the Freightliner locations on Swan Island. To our knowledqe there is a small 

group of workers and union people from the California plant here in the Port­

land area that are manning the picket line. 

This activity began approximately 3 weeks ago. Prior to the pickets arr1v1ng 

from California, there had been many discussions among the workers at Freight­

liner regarding the possibility of a sympathy strike. At the time prior to the 

pickets arriving, the situation was becoming tense among the workers as there . 

were many arguments and some acts of vandalism. After the appearance of the 

pickets, the local workers were confused not knowing whether they should honor 

the picket line or go to work. It seems as if the local contract is a 3 year 

contract which has 2 years to go. Over all there seems to be a lot of confu­

sion among the workers whether they should be on strike or whether they should 

cross the picket line or if there is any reprisals from their union for crossing 

the picket line. 

The overall violence has been steadily increasing. There has been vandalism such 

as broken windshields in cars, as well as an arrest for Disorderly Conduct dated 

4-10-78, case#78-26268. The overall attitude among the workers is that of tense­

ness and open hostility among themselves between those who want to continue work­

ing and those who want to go out on strike. We can expect this trend towards 

violence to increase as the strike goes along. 

An added factor to the overall strike situation is the presence of members of the 

Socialists Workers Party, both on the strike line and working as employees. Some 

of these members have just begun to \'lork at Freightliner and will play a very low­

key role until they get off their probationary period. At this time, they do not 

seem to have much influence on the overall direction of the strike. 
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A federal judge in 

1

Portland refused 
·Wednesday to issue a restraining order 
to prohibit the Machinists Union fr;;m 

· allegedly pressuring workers at 
Freightliner Corp. in Portland into hon­
oring picket lines established by union 
workers from California. 

U.S. District Judge Otto Skopil Jr. 
said in his five-page denial order, how­
ever, that he would have issued a re­
straining order "if I thought I had the 
authority to do so." 

Because of congressional limitations 
on the court and recent case law, the 
judge said, "the union is able to breach 
with impunity its agreement to 'do ev­
erything in jts power' to discourage the 
kind of conduct occurring at the 
Freightliner plants in Portland." 

Pickets from Local 1586 of the Ma· 
chinists Union, which struck March 15 
at the Freightliner plant in Chino, Calif., 
have picketed Freightliner facilities on 
Swan Island since last Thursday. They 
said they were engaging in a boycott 
because the Portland plants were manu-

facturing parts normally produced at 
the Chino plant. 

Company officials here said the 
Portland plants are not manufacturing 
parts produced at the Chino plant and 
said the picketing i:iy Local 1586 repre­
sr~ttatives was an "illegal boycott." 

Freightliner attorneys Tue~.y filed 
a request for a restraining order against 
the International Association of Machi· 
nists and Aerospace Workers, which 
represent certain workers at the Port· 
land facilities through its District Lodge 
No. 24 and Mount Hood Lodge Local 
No. 1005. 

The fl.rm contends that about 80 
percent of Freightliner's approximately 
1,800 employees in Portland have re· 
fused to come to work since last Thurs­
day. It also alleges that at least one 
working employee has b€eri threatened 
with murder by an unknown person. 

Freightliner of Portland sought a re­
straining order to require the union to 
tell Portland plant employees that it 
would not impose fines or other disci· 
plinary measures on them for crossing 
the picket lines; to restrain the union 
from threatening employees; and to re· 

quire the union to "tell these employe 
that the firm wants them to report f 
work." 

Skopil, in his order, said rec.e 
cases establish that the federal cou 
have jurisdiction to enjoin a strike onl 
where the underlying dispute is subject 
to mandatory arbitration provisions of a 
collective bargaining agreement. 

He noted that the collective bargain· 
ing agreement between the union an 
Freightliner in Portland contains no 
provision requiring the parties to arbi· 
trate the issue of appropriate settlemeq.t 
of the Chino labor dispute. 

The judge also observed, however, 
that the agreement does provide that, 
"The union is not in favor of sympa­
thetic strikes and will do everything in 
its power to prevent them during the 
term of this agreement." 

Skopil remarked In his order, 
"While an arbitrator or other trier of 
fact will probably find that defendants 
(the union) have breached this promise, 
it is unlikely that defendants will be 
able to respond in damages (even If 
such damages are ascertainable, a ques­
tionable proposition)." 


