
June 11. 2014 

To Council Members 
Dan Saltzman, Amanda Fritz, Steve Novick, Nick Fish, and Mayor Charlie Hales: 

This past Equal Pay Day the City Council held a rally to highlight the unequal pay of women and the 
need for higher wages for our city in general. During that rally it was stated that the minimum wage in 
Portland needs to be raised, and the state legislature was called to remove the preemption law that 
prevents municipalities in Oregon from raising the minimum wage for all workers. 

You were correct. The minimum wage does need to be raised in Portland. This is an increasingly 
expensive city in which to live. The cost of rent here is rising at more than twice the national rate of 
inflation. Rents increased by 4.9% from 2011 to 2012. 1 According to the Labor Bureau in 2013, the 
average rate of inflation for the United States was l .6%J. However, during the same time period in 
Portland, rents increased by 4.5%, groceries by 3.5%;, The average cost recreational activities increased 
3.4%, while the cost of eating at a restaurant in Portland went up by 6.4%J. Other sector's of Portland's 
economy saw similarly high inflation. 2 According to the "Out of Reach 2014" report by the National 
Low Income Housing Coalition, a single mother making minimum wage in Portland has to work 78 
hours per week in order to afford a two bedroom apartment that can adequately house her and her 
children. In order to afford that same apartment on one 40 hour per week job, she has to earn 
$17. 75/hr. 3 And according to the Oregon Center For Public Policy's Basic Family Budget Calculator,4 a 
two parent-] child family needs $63,978 per year to have a basic level of economic security in the city 
of Portland. If both parents work full-time minimum wage jobs 52 weeks per year, a very common 
reality, they fall over $26,000 short of that basic level of economic security. If that family has a second 
child they fall more than $30,000 per year short. A $15 minimum wage, on the other hand, brings these 
families right up to the that level of basic economic security at just under $63,000 per year combined. 
This makes it clear that for the basic economic security of it's residents, parents, and children that 
Portland needs a $15 minimum wage. 

While we commend the council for calling on the state to repeal the preemption law, what we really 
need is for this body actually act in the best interest of those it represents. What we need is for you to 
endorse and actively work toward a $15 minimum wage for our city. The state preemption law, ORS 
653.017, actually contains exceptions that allow the Portland City Council to act now to raise the 
minimum wage to $15 for many workers in our city. These exemptions allow you to take immediate 
action to I) raise the minimum wage for all city workers to $15 per hour, 2) to require that all 
contractors working with the city pay their employees a $15 minimum wage. This would be a positive 
start that would show your commitment to raising the minimum wage to a living wage here in Portland, 
and would also go a long way toward's pressuring the state to lift the invasive preemption law. 

On behalf of your constituents and the workers of the Portland who have rent to pay and children to 
feed, 15 Now POX presents 1,000 signatures demanding that you take immediate action to begin 
implementing these exceptions to the state preemption law and to pass a living wage tax that taxes big 
corporations and other large businesses in Portland that do not pay all their employees at least $15 per 
hour. 

1 http://rcalcstatc.msn.com/thc- l O-citics--whcrc-rcnts-will-risc-most--in-2013#8 
2 http://portlandtribunc.com/pt/9-ncws/212940-70990-portlandcrs-grumblc-about-cost-of-li ving 
3 __l_illp ://portlandt ri bu nc.com/pt/9-nc ws/21 57 43-7 4965-affordablc-rcn ts- rurthcr-ou t-o f-rcach-; 

http://nlihc.org/oor/2014 
4 http://www.ocpp.org/2014/06/09/20 l 40609-basic-farni ly-budgct-calculator-updatcd/ 
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Parsons, Susan 

From: 
Sent: 
To: 
Subject: 

Justin Kertson <jkertson@yahoo.com> 
Sunday, March 23, 2014 7:42 PM 
Moore-Love, Karla 
Scheduling Communications at City Council Meeting 

I would like to schedule time to address the City Council on the issue of raising the minimum wage in 
the city of Portland to $15 per hour. 

Thank you, 

Justin Kertson 
10425 SW 43rd Ave. 
Portland, OR 97219 
( 503) 724-3642 
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