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COUNTY SIGN SHOP RESTORES A BIY OF HISTORY AY COVERED BRIDGE

By Mike Pulten, County Communications

Cedar Crossing is the only covered bridge in Multnomah County
and the last one built in Oregon. It was built by the County in
1981 - 82 to carry S.L. Deardorf Road over Johnson Creek.

When the area was annexed by Portland in the 1930's, the City

became responsible for the bridge.

Engincers point out it's not a true covered drigge, since the tim-
ber cover does not include a truss that supports the bridge. But
itis a handsome and unique bridge that adds rwal charm to a
forested canyon in Southeast Portland.

Two of the biggest supporters tor bullding Cedar Crossing were
former County Execurive Don Clark and Lea Wikman, the volun-
teer chair of the Community Covered Bridge Commiltee. The late
Mrs. Wikman was a dedicated community volunteer. The
County's Wikman Bullding in Southcast Porttand is named for
her. The tridge was her last volunteer project.

Ata County Board meeting this year, Lea’s son Carl Wikman
shared his goals for the future of the Wikman Building, and
noted that it's easy to lose signs ot local history. As an example,
he mentloned that a bistoric plaque on the Cedar Crossing
Bridge had been missing for several decades. "People walking
across the only covered bridge in our county have no information
about why it was built.” he said.

After the meeting, DCS Interin Director Kim Peoples contacted

Cart Wikam, Ginell Cooper, Rep. Jell Reardon, and County Sig

» employer
Tyler Kunter stand in fronl of the restored Cedar Crassing Bridge plague,

Cart. "We can help replace that sign,” Kim said. Carl had the
only photo of the missing plague. New Sign Shop employee
Tyler Kunter found some old sign blanks that matehed the
design and was able to fabricate & copy of the 1ost sign. Work-
ing with the City of Portland, the historic plaque was installed
at the north entrance to the bridge this summer,

Recently, Carl and Tyler met at the bridge with State Rep. Jeft
Reardon D-Happy Valley and Ginell Cooper. Rep. Reardon and
Carl attended the bridge dedication on a cold morning in Janu-
ary 1982, Gineli was a 7% grader at Alice Oit Middie School at
the time, and she spoke at the event. She won an essay con-
test to name the bridge “Cedar Crossing.”

Carl thanked Tyler and Mulinomah County for their work to
restore the sign. “Afittle fost part of county history has been
restored,” he said. A replica of the historic plague will be on
display at a rededication event at the Wikman Building, 4420
BW G4 Ave, and Holgate on Saturday, September 28 from 1
- 3pm.
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Moore-Love, Karla

From: Carl Wikman <carlwikman@aim.com>
Sent: Saturday, March 15, 2014 9:55 AM
To: Moore-Love, Karla

Subject: City Council Communications request

Dear Ms Moore-Love;

I'm requesting time in May 2014 to address the City Council in the Communications
agenda time.

Name: Carl Wikman,
2901 NE Marine Dr #b-1, Portland, Or
503 638 1692

Topic: May is National Historic Preservation Month. Cedar Crossings Covered Bridge is
the first and ONLY covered bridge EVER built in Portland and the only remaining structure
of it's type in the Portland Metro Region.

Thanks for your assistance,

Carl Wikman
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