TORT CLAIM NOTICES AND CIVIL LAWSUITS
IPR reviews civil claims (tort claim notices and civil lawsuits) for substantial allegations of serious police misconduct. The review criteria are set out in an administrative rule, PSF-5.24-Review of Tort Claims and Civil Complaints (portlandonline.com/auditor/ipr). 
In 2009, IPR received 165 civil claims. Twenty-nine already were the subjects of an IPR or IAD complaint. IPR opened an additional 7 new complaints based on the civil claims alone. Overall, one-fifth of the claims (36 of 165) were the subjects of formal complaints. 
	Table #

	Civil Claims Received by IPR in 2009

	Action/Outcome
	2009

	Civil claims received and reviewed
	165

	Civil claims already the subject of a complaint or review
	29

	New IPR complaints opened
	7

	Dismissed by IPR following intake investigation
	6

	Claimant did not provide requested information*
	4

	Insufficient evidence of serious misconduct
	2

	Pending completion of IPR investigation
	1

	Referred to IAD
	0


*Claimants’ lawyers did not reply to IPR’s request to interview their clients or, in the alternative, to provide additional information about the alleged misconduct. One lawyer withdrew his client’s claim after discovering that PPB officers were not involved in the incident.

IPR did not open new complaints on the remaining 129 civil claims for the following reasons:
· 71 (55%) were claims for reimbursement for property damage or loss with no allegation of misconduct (e.g. landlord request to be reimbursed for repairing a tenant’s door that was damaged when police served a search warrant). 

· 23 (18%) did not allege serious misconduct or were credibly refuted or explained by police reports, independent witnesses interviewed by IPR, or physical evidence.

· 19 (15%) were insufficient on their face to determine what misconduct was being alleged.
· 16 (12%) were declined for other reasons (e.g., too old, raised constitutional claims against ordinances, etc.). 
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