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Presentation by Dr. Timothy Beatley on Biophilic Cities 
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4) ILevenue: Will this legislation gcnerate or reduce currcnt or future revenue coming to 
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5) Expense: What are the costs to the Cify as ¿r result of this legislation? What is thc source 
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8) Was public involvement included in the development of this Council item (e.g. 
orclinance, resohltion, or report)? Please check the appropriate box below:
 

I YIIS: Please proceed to Question #9.
 

X NO: Please, explain why below; and proceed to Question 1110.
 

'I-his presentation is to inform the Council on Biophilic oities and their oorrelation to the work in 
Portland. 

9) If "YES," please answer the following questions: 

a) What irnpacts are anticipatecl in the community from this proposed Council 
item? 

b) Which communify and business groups, under-represented groups, 
organizations, external government entities, and other interested parties were 
involved in this effort, and when and how were they involved? 

c) How did public involvement shape the outcome of this Council item? 

d) Who designed and implemented the public involvement relatecl to this Council 
itcm? 

e) Primary contact I'or more information on this public involvement process (name, 
title, phone, email): 

l0) Is any future public involvement anticipatecl or necessary for this Council item? Plcase 
describe why or why not. 

No. '['here are no plans lbr a follow up presentation. 

Mayor Charlie I'lales 

APPIìOPRIATION UNII'IIìIAD (T'yped name and signature) 

Vcrsiott upduled us o"f l)acenther I B, 2012 
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Office of Mayor Charlie Hales 
City of Portland 

PRESENTATION TO COU NCIL 

DATE: January 29,2074 

TO: City Council 

FROM: Mayor Charlie Hales 

SUBJECT: Presentation by Dr. Timothy Beatley on Biophilic Cities 

I am pleased to submit a presentation from Dr. Timothy Beatley from the University of Virginia 
on Biophilic Cities. 

Nature provides many emotional, spiritual and health benefits to residents of cities. Biophilia 
argues that humans have co-evolved with nature, and that we have a deep need to affiliate with 
the natural world. The human species has "grown up with nature, " as E.O. Wilson says, and 
little wonderthat we are happier, more productive, more creative, and even more generous in 
the presence of nature. 

The daily and hourly contact with nature that we need to be healthy becomes more difficult to 
provide in cities. But, there is a remarkable amount of urban nature and biodiversity, and many 
opportunities to design and plan in ways that integrate and restore nature, that foster 
connections to the natural world and to each other. Biophilic Cities are resilient cities, and many 
of the strategies and actions to enhance nature in cities willalso aid in responding to and 
adapting to climate change and the economic shocks cities will face in the future. 

Portland has been implementing actions that integrate nature into the urban fabric for years. 
From the city's urban forest canopy to natural areas and parks and green infrastructure, 
Portland is an international leader in creating green cities that are vibrant and that improve 
human health and well-being and protect urban ecosystems. Timothy Beatley initiated the 
Biophilic Cities Network to connect cities like Portland with other cities across the United States 
and internationally that are infusing nature in their respective cities. Through the Biophilic Cities 
Network, cities will share information and experiences and will learn together how to better 
integrate nature in the city. 

Timothy Beatley is the Teresa Heinz Professor of Sustainable Communities, in the Department of 
Urban and Environmental Planning, School of Architecture at the University of Virginia, where 
he has taught for the last twenty-fíve years. Beatley is the author or co-author of more than 
fifteen books on these subjects, including Green Urbanism: Learning from European Cities 
(recently translated into Chinese), Native to Nowhere: Sustaining Home and Community in a 
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GlobalAge, and Biophilic Cities: lntegrating Nature lnto Urban Design and Planning, Beatley 

directs the Biophilic Cities Project at UVA (http://biophiliccities.org/)and is also co-director, with 
Reuben Rainey, of UVA's Center for Design and Health, within the School of Architecture. He 

will be keynote speake r at the l-2th Annual Urban Ëcology and Conservation Symposium hosted 

by Portland State University at Smith Memorial Center on Monday, February 10th. He will also 

present a brown bag presentation on the Biophilic Cities Networl< at the City of Portland l-900 

SW Fourth Building in Room from Noon to 1pm on Tuesday, February 11"th. 

Sincere ly, 

G* il--
Charlie Hales 

Mayor of Portland 

http://biophiliccities.org/)and
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