
Good morning to you members of the City Council, we come before you not to praise you but to 
demand that you fínally do something positive about the people livíng on our streets. You know that 
last year we lost over 56 human beings who died alone waiting for some help. By the way, this is a low 
figure because it only reports people who actually died on the streets and not those who died in 

hospitals, on someone's couch or in so many other places. You have before you six suggestions coming 
from a man who is homeless/houseless and seems to have caught your attention. These síx 

recommendations are not written in stone, they should be seen as a blueprint to finally getting serious 

about achieving the worthy goal of ending homelessness/houselessness. We use the word 
houselessness because many can't get ¡nto housing because of their credit background. 

Let me tell you a story of two guys who have enough money each month to sustain a dwelling but can't 
get past the credit checks or regulations that allow apartment owners to charge money to check them 
out, refuse their application and keep their 40-50 dollars. lf our assistance programs can't get these two 
off the streets and into some type of livable unit, we don't have a system, we have what I call a dog and 
pony show. lt may help the politicians cut ribbons but has little impact on the problem of really doing 
something that will have a major impact on homelessness/houselessness. Just about every study I have 

read says you must put the homeless on any committee you set up to deal with this complicated 
problem. They have good ideas out there but you have to be present to hear them. Many people have 

come before you with suggestions, yet you still do not have a committee which includes the very people 
you are trying to serve. Please have one of your staff read the following report called, "The National 
Law Center on Homelessness and Poverty" and would you look in the Executive Summary page 12 under 
recommendations: 
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You should be able to see the first recommendatíon is to include members of the homeless population 

on the committee, but you refuse to do this basic thing. As long as we have 1600-2000 human beings 

being turned away because there is "No room at the lnn," we should be outraged, and ashamed. 

Many of us stand ready to help, not just criticize, that is the worth of the six points brought to you today 
and other suggestions including Lightning's noble fight to get the county to use the jail sitting empty as a 

place for centralized services. Wapato ís now a monument to stupidity, but could be a model for 
creativity. Again there are many possibilities out there but you have to let the people in and listen to 
what they say. I will be over there each and every week to remind you that more have died and they 
could have been saved. Thank you for your time! 
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PORTLAND CITY COUNCIL 
COMMUNICATION REQUEST 

Wednesday Council Meeting 9:30 AM 

Council Meeting Date: ' :' 

Today's Date 

Name I it .1., i 

Address ;'ì., 

Telephone Email 

Reason for the request: 

''" ¿'':v t
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9ly" your request to the Council Clerk's office by Thursday at 5:00 pm to sign up for the
following Wednesday Meeting. Holiday deadline schedule is Wednåsday at 5:0d pm. (See
contact information below.) 

You will be placed on the Wednesday Agenda as a "Communication." Communications are
the first item on the Agenda and are taken promptly at 9:30 a.m. A total of five 
Communications may be scheduled. Indivìduals must schedule their own Communication. 

You will have 3 minutes to speak and may also submit written testimony before or at the 
meeting. 

Tlrank youfor being an øctíve pørticipant ín your city government. 

Contact Information: 
Karla Moore-Love, City Council Clerk Sue Parsons, Council Clerk Assistant 
1221 SW 4th Ave, Room 140 1221 SV/ 4th Ave., Room 140 
Portland, OR 97204- I 900 Portland, OR 97204- I 900 
(s03) 823-4086 Fax (503) BZ3-457t (s03) 823-408s Fax (503) 823-4s7t 

email: Susan. 
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Request of Joe Walsh to address.Council regarding justice (Communication) 
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Auditor of the City of Portland 
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COMMISSIONÐRS VOTED 
AS FOLLOV/S: 
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1. Fritz 

2. Fish 

3. Saltzman 

4. Novick 
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