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For the Record - Agenda ltem 122, February 13, 2013 

Mayor Hales and Commissioners 
t22LSW 4th Ave 
Portland, OR972O4 

Dear Mayor Hales and Commissioners, 

First and foremost, the Mt. Tabor Neighborhood Association applauds your most recent letter to OHA 
regarding the open reservoirs. This is the right move to make right now on behalf of our reservoirs, our 
ratepayer dollars, and our public health efforts. We know this letter will not be the last word in the 
discussion you will have with OHA, and we are happy to offer our support and our labor as you build the 
case and further advocate for the reservoirs. 

For many years now, the Mt. Tabor Neighborhood Association has urged Portland's Commissioners, 
Portland's Mayors, and the region's federal delegation to vigorously pursue common-sense reforms at 
the federal level to the Long Term 2 Enhanced Surfoce Water Treatment Rule (a.k.a. LT2), such that 
would protect public health and ensure logical spending of local ratepayer dollars. 

To that end, we have worked among the most well informed citizen groups involved in this issue. 
Together we've forwarded the cause of protecting public health while protecting public funds because 
this is what citizens have overwhelmingly demonstrated time and time again that they want. 

There have been opportunities for positive progress along the way that Portland's Water Bureau has 
simply let pass by. On most occasions, groups like my own attempt to shine a light on opportunities as 
they emerge, and even as they are sometimes squandered. So let me be clear today: the 2013 Federal 
Legislative Agenda policy statement you are considering today represents an opportunity about to be 
squandered. 

The Office of Government Relations has inexplicably left out of this policy statement any mention of the 
open reservoirs, relief for them from onerous LT2 requirements, or any efforts the city will put towards 
them at the federal level - efforts that likely would save Portlanders millions in wasted public health 
dollars. ln fact, language regarding the reservoirs appears to have been removed from the 20i.3 Federal 
Legislative Agenda between the draft policy statement (dated Nov 30) and the final report before you 
today. 

Today's Portland Cíty Council is in a position unlike any we've seen for a while and there is real 
opportunity for practical relief for Portland's open reservoirs. Your 2013 Federal Legislative Agenda, and 
your energies should include pursuing relief for the reservoirs because citizens expect you to judiciously 
guard their limited public resources. 

Sincerely, 

Stephanie Stewart 
Mt. Tabor Neighborhood Association Land Use Chair 
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Friends of the Reservoirs 
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