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Thank you, Commissioner Fish.
I’m proud to present you today with a master plan for the Werbin property, which was developed as collaboration between the community and PP&R.  PP&R contracted with local landscape architecture firm GreenWorks to translate the shared vision for a future park into a concept to guide future development.

I’d like to introduce Nicole Markwell and Rich Gunderson, two individuals who volunteered their time to serve on the Project Advisory Committee for this project.  Nicole and Rich, thank you for serving on the committee, and thank you for coming today to speak about the process and concept for this new park.   Nicole would like to open the presentation.  
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A little history: PP&R purchased the 2.4-acre Werbin Property on the corner of NE 52nd & Alberta in the Cully neighborhood, in 2009 for the purpose of developing a neighborhood park.  
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As you know, PP&R has a goal outlined in the Parks 2020 Vision to provide a park or natural area within ½ mile of every household.  The households in the ½ mile area around the Werbin property are currently not served by a park or natural area.  When the Werbin property celebrates its grand opening, we’ll be celebrating that 1,488 new households can now walk to a neighborhood park.




Phase One:     
Programming Priorities

Phase Two:     
Three Options

Phase Three:  
Validating the Design
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The concept plan was developed over 9 months.  A project advisory committee made up of community members, a Cully NA representative, and parks board members reviewed broad public input and made recommendations to PP&R and the consultant team to shape the concept.  There were three main phases to the public involvement for the project, each of which included a public open house event with public comment period, a project advisory committee meeting, and additional targeted outreach and input.  The first phase was discussing the types of amenities community members wanted to see in the park.  The second phase involved testing three diverse concepts for the park to gather input, and the third phase refined the feedback received into a final preferred concept, approved by the project advisory committee, which I’ll present to you today.  




Presenter
Presentation Notes
The final design is oriented around a flexible open lawn area, suitable for informal activities and community events.  The main play feature of the park is a nature play area, which will include elements of water play, with opportunities to make water spray, and manipulate how it moves downhill.  The nature play area will also have features for climbing and sliding.  While we heard a strong community desire for nature play instead of traditional play in most respects, we also heard a love of swings.  We’ve added a small traditional play area to include a swingset as well.  The park has one small covered picnic area, and several smaller more informal picnic tables throughout the park.  A small skatedot, suitable for younger, beginning skate enthusiasts, is located on the eastern side of the park.  Bioswales will treat stormwater from the park and from the streetscape.
As part of the park improvements, we will also be improving the park-side street frontages along 52nd & Alberta, including adding sidewalks.  PP&R has been working closely with PBOT to coordinate that work.




Cost Estimate:     

$1.3M –
 

Park Improvements
$0.5M –

 
Streetscape Improvements

Park and Streetscape Improvements are 
funded by Parks System Development 
Charges (SDCs).

Estimated grand opening: Spring 2015
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Based on this concept-level work, we have estimated the park development to be $1.3M, with development of the streetscape estimated at an additional $500K.  Improvements for both will be paid for by Parks System Development Charges.
PP&R is already gearing up to take this concept forward.  We’ll be working to create construction drawings and begin construction, with the goal of celebrating a park opening by Spring 2015.
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I’ll pass it off to Rich Gunderson to close our presentation.
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