
RESoLUrroNNo. &ffi$b? 

Promote suicide counseling programs offered by Oregon Partnership/Lines l'or Life 
(Resolution). 

i 

WHEREAS, suicide is a preventable tragedy that is far too common in Portland; and 

WHEREAS, between 2001 and 20ll,suicide calls in Portland grew from 630 to 1,200 
per year; and 

, 

WHEREAS, the City of Porlland expends significant fu4dq each year responding to 
suicide calls that could be de-escalated; and 'l 

,,' 

WI-IEREAS,9-l-l is designed for dispatching police, fire or medical emergency services, 
and does not have the time or expertise required to de-esCalatërsuicide calls; and 

WI-IEREAS, it is in the interest of the City to suppoft programs that will provide needed 
professional support to 9-1-l call dispatchers and police to help de-escalate mental health 
and suicidal incidents; and ì 1 

,, 

WHEREAS, Lines for Life is a non profit dedicated to þr'eventing suicide; and 

WHEREAS, I-ines for Life has been providing highly effective crisis services to Portland 
for 20 years with an extensive track record of positive outcomes; and 

WI{EREAS, Lines for Life de-escalates 98% of the suicide calls they receive; and 

WI{EREAS, Lines for Life crisis counselors go through a rigorous 56 hour training and 
are certified in Applied Suicide Intervention Skills'I'raining (ASIST); and 

WHEREAS, research shows that 43o/o of suicidal individuals will experience recurrences 
of suicidal ideation in the first few months following the initial crisis; and 

WHEREAS, follow up services provided by Lines for Lifc can last up to six months and 
includes compassionate listening, referral to treatment androngoing safety planning to 
significantly reduce the risk of suicide, decreasing reattempts and hospital re-admissions; 
and 

WHEREAS, Portland City Council passed Ordinance No.'185572 on August29,2012, 
authorizing a grant agreement with Lines l'or Lilè providing $150,000 to expand the 
capacity of suicide counseling programs; and 

WHEREAS, promoting the Lines for Life numbers 503-97-23456 and 8O0-SUICIDE will 
help decrease the volume of calls to 9-l-l; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the City recognizes the successful counseling 
that Lines for Life provides; and 



' ':,. 	 8695 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, in partnership with tines for Life and other community 

organizations, the City of Portland will undertake an ongoing publicity campaign to 

increase awareness of the suicide counseling offered by Lines for Life; and 

' ..rr'il! ¡: 'l' 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the marketing agency Coates Kokes has donated their 
creative services to develop advertising materials for publiêizing the Lines for Life 
number; and 	 ,1,,, 

' '..:. .l 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, advertising will be funded by partner organizations and 

the City of Portland 

Adopted by the council: SEÞ f I 2012	 LaVonne Griffin-Valade 
Auditor of the City of Portland./ ./,

Commissioner Amand a Fntz	 By ///
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Prepared by: Tim Crail -_1.-'1..'_'.. ,/ 

Date Prepared: August 31, 2012	 Deputy 
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