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Porttand, OR 97207
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June 7, 2012 

Dear CounciI Member: 

From Philadetphia to San Francisco, urban agriculture is responding to community needs in a handfutof enterprising cities 

nationwide. ln Ctevetand, Green City Growers has just broken ground on a cooperative greenhouse in the heart of the 

city. The cooperative ptans to create over 40 worker-owner positions and to produce 3 miltion lettuce heads and 150 tons 

of herbs for locatsate, at[ on once btighted tand tess than three mites from downtown. 

Porttand's needs differ from those of Cteveland. But the Green City Growers greenhouse is a powerful example of urban 

agricutture creating jobs, empowering neighbors, and renewing urban space. With these purposes in mind, we write to 

encourage the City of Portland to expand space for market gardens to emerge and thrive. 

Ptease vote in favor of the Ptanning and Sustainabitity Commission's recommended Urban Food Zoning Cocle Update. By 

identifying market gardens and al[owing for their use in residentiatzones, the Code Update woutd diversifyopportunities 

in urban agricutture and draw more Portlanders into [oca[ food production and distribution. 

Market gardens offer Porttanders exciting new opportunities to prosperous, equitabte, and heatthy tiving. By 

design--growing food for locatsate--market gardens offer neighborhood jobs, increase access to healthfutfood, buitd 

community, and cultivate green space. At appropriate scates and designed for neighborhood livability, irrigation, safety, 

and traffic concerns sometimes associated with market gardening can atso be mitigated. 

Ptease showyour commitment to Portland's prosperity, equity, and health: support the Urban Food Zoning Code Update. 

lf you woutd [ike more information about our purposes and work, ptease contact Emma's Garden's Research &' Pol.icy 

Director, Jim Mignano, at jim@emmasgarden.org. 

Sincerely, 

Adom Case, Executive Director, Emma's Garden; Cul.ty (97218)
 

Jim lÁignano, Research & Poticy Director, Emma's Garden; Cutty (97218)
 

Lauro Fralich, Training Coordinator, Emma's Garden (97206)
 

Caitlin Wright, Devetopment Coordinator, Emma's Garden (97210)
 

lÁe gon Adki ns, Ci tizen ; Beaumont-Wi [s hi re / C utty (97 21 8)
 

Robert Gronger, Resident &, Communjty Activist; Cutty (97218)
 

Jim Newcomer, Adjunct Professor, Marythurst University Graduate Schootof Business; Watuga (97035)
 

Laura Belson (97215)
 

Flynne Olivarez, Resident, Educator, Past Chair of Vernon NA, Farmer's Market worker and patron; King (97211)
 

Leah Rodgers, Advocate, Friends of Family Farmers; Rockwood (97730)
 

Nellie McAdams, iFarm Program Director, Friends of Famity Farmers; Oregon (97711)
 

mailto:jim@emmasgarden.org
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Richard Dickinson 
ËlUl"riTrllt r¿tri'.'ftr$r'tÍ ¡¡¡lft;t1S 

13737 SE Ellis Street 
Portland, Oregon 97236 

fune 5,20'J,2 

Dear Mayor Adams, Commissioner Fish, Commissioner Fritz, Commissioner Leonard, and 
Commissioner Saltzman, 

The intent of this letter is to encourage you to approve the recommendations by the Bureau 
of Planning and Sustainability regarding the Urban Food Zoning Code Update. These 
proposed changes to the zoning code and the way we regulate market gardens, community 
gardens, food buying clubs, community supported agriculture, and farmer's markets will do 
wonders for Portland's sustainability,livability, and economic viability. As an interested 
public citizen I've now met with Julia Gisler and the folks from the Bureau of Planning and 
Sustainability on three separate occasions to talk about their work on this project, and find 
them to have done excellent outreach and analysis around the topic. My only critique is that 
we should allow greater-sized market gardens in struggling outer southeast Portland. 

I'm currently working with the Powellhurst-Gilbert Neighborhood Association and Friends 
of Zenger Farm on a collaborative farmer training project, with the hopes of helping a 

number of aspiring farmers in our area to establish market gardens, We are a small 
community-based effort that is working to provide education and support to outer 
southeast residents at little or no cost, The success of our project is dependent not only on 
the quality of our training and the tenacity of our participants, but on your decision as a 
council to make changes to our zoning code to allow market gardens and CSAs on 
residential property. Please support these positive changes. 

As a long time resident of Outer Southeast Portland, ['d also like to encourage you to allow 
for greater sized Market Gardens on land east of bZAí. Despite denser zoning, we have 
many huge open parcels of land in our area, and having market gardens twice the 
suggested size would still not negatively change the character of our neighborhood. Having 
different rules fcrr this area could easily be defended given the poverty, food insecurity, and 
number of food deserts in outer southeast, Residents of outer southeast Portland have long 
felt undermined by many of the City of Portland decisions for our area, such as the unfair 
zoning density relative to the rest of the city that we received in the 1"990's. To have the 
Market Garden size pegged directly against zoning density, despite the number of large 
undeveloped plots, adds insult to injury. 

Please know that I appreciate all that is being done to add definition to Portland's Urban 
Food Zoning Code, and ask for your support! 
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Richard Dickinson 
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June 7,2OI2 

Mayor Sam Adarrrs and Portland City Council 

Portland City Hall 

1121- SW 4th Avenue 

Portlarrd, OR 97204 

Subject: Urban Food Zoning Code Update 

Mayor Adams and City Comnrissioners, 

Oregon Food Bank would like to thank you for this opportunity to cornnre nt ¡n support of the adciption 

of the Urtran Food Zoning Code Update Recommended Draft. We also support the Plannirrg and 

Sustainability Conrmission's recommendation that staff continue to work with community partners to 
publically promote increased opportunities for food production and access as a result ol'the changes 

proposed in rhis zoning code update, 

Families and households in Portland and Multnomah County cont¡nue to struggle with food insecurity 

and lack of accessto healthyfood, ln 7OLl,17 percent of the households in Multnomah County 

experienced food insecurity, and every month about 160,000 households in Multnomah County are 

accessing SNAP benefits. Oregon Food Bank has seen the dernand in N4ultnomah Cor-rnty for ernergency 

food boxes increase by 14 percent from this tinre last year, a rate thatfur outpaces curreut or 
anticipated increases in food suppty. 

ln light of Oregon Food Bank's mission to elirninate hunger and its root causes, we have been eagerto 
participate in the Code Development Advisory Group. We gladly support the code revisions that 
facilitate increased localfood system activities and hef p comrnunities access healthy and affordable food 
options. 

because no one should be 
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P.o.uox S537O P.O.ilox æ17 P.O.Box 716 P.C.Eox 1344 
Portl¡rrr<i, OR 97238-537() 

5()3-282"O5S5 
fax: 5O3-282-ö922 

Be¿ì./erto¡ì, OR 9/()06-OB17 
503-439-651() 

fax: 5O3-439-G621 

Ontario, OR 97914-3914 
541-eS3-92()6 

fðx: 541-il8g-47i6 

líllar¡ool<, OR 97141-1344 
5()3-842-31S¿1 

f.lx: 5O.I-842-l9O() 
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We are hopeful that inr:reasing opportunities to cngage i¡r food system ãct¡vities for all comnrunities will 

benefit the specific communities we serve-farnilies living vuith food insecur¡ty alìd hunger-relicf 

organizations-througlr increasecl production of and access to local and itealthy food. 

We believe that atldressing hunger recluires partne rships tic-.tween the public and private sectors and we 

are excited to see t¡e city of portland rnake access to food a priority through this zoning code update. 

We encourage you to adopt ihe changes proposed in the recommencied draft. 

We lool< forward to continuecl partnerships rruith the city of Portland arotrncl these efforts' 

Director oi'AdvocacY 

Oregon Food Bank 

P.O. Box 55370 

Portland, OR 97238 
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Beth Cohen
 

Public Policy Advocate
 

Oregon Food Bank
 

P.O. Box 55370
 

Pr-¡rtland, OR 972-38
 

... krecause fio one sl-rr:uld be 
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P.O.ÐoK 716 P.O.Bcl){ 1344P.O.tlox 5917P,O.Box 1,537O 
Ti ll¡rnooì(, oR !ì714ì-ì344

Pôrilarìd, OR 97233-537O Be.lvertotì, OR 97OO6-C817 or"¡tario, oR 97914- J91.4 
5O3 -8 /+2--31S4sOJ_4 Jgì-CSiO 54,l-989-92 Cõ

503- 282-o5s5 
l'ðx: 541-é69''i7'ì(j Í.rY; 5O:l-e42-l90O

faH: 50-T-282-O922 f¡x:5O3-439-662i 

http:www,oregonfoodbank.org
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Council Clerk 
1221 SW 4thAve, Rm 140 
Portland OR 97204 

Re: Urban Food Zoning Update 

We urge the City Council to adopt the Urban Food Zoning Code Update: Recomntended Dra/t, in its 
entirety. 

For several years, we hosted a Community SupportedAgriculture farm pickup at our home in North 
Portland. Early on, we asked the city's planning office about regulations and zoning. They told us that 
the use was not really addressed in the zoning rules, and that we might be in violation. 

Our visiting fellow CSA members were courteous about noise and parking, and the non-member 
neighbors never complained, that we know of. But we were always a little uneasy about the uncertainty 
of our status. 

The CSA has since outgrown our small garage and moved to another delivery site. But we are pleased 
to think that clear rules will allow the farmers and their customer-members to have a stable basis for 
going forward. 

,: .? 

i c4^ 
Holly Pence 
Elliot 7,ais 
6942 N Williarns Ave 
Portland OR 97211 


