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Crystal Springs restoration at Reed College
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Watershed Approach

Cost-effective restoration 
requires integrated, adaptive 
strategies that address 
multiple regulatory 
requirements.  Rather than 
starting with the regulations, 
Portland focuses on goals 
and strategies for healthy 
watersheds.
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CERCLA

 

(Superfund)
Portland Harbor

Safe Drink Water Act
UICs

 

and Groundwater

Clean Water Act
MS4, NPDES and TMDLs

CSO Control Stipulated Order

Endangered Species Act
Salmon and Steelhead

Oregon Statewide Planning
Goals 5, 6 and 15

Natural Resource Protection
Air, Water and Land Quality

Willamette Greenway

METRO
Growth Management Policies

Titles 3 and 13

Portland City Code and
Comprehensive Plan

Portland Watershed
Management Plan

Objectives and 
Strategies

NEW?
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Projects, programs 
and policies 
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A Citywide Effort
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http://www.portlandonline.com/planning/index.cfm?c=46921
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Salmon in the City



Progress Since 2006

•
 

It works
•

 
It’s practical and cost effective

•
 

It builds community and the economy
•

 
It leverages other funds and partners 
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It works
 Johnson Creek Flooding -

 
Before
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Foster Rd.

East Lents project area

1996



East Lents project area -
 

January 2012
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Foster Road!

Flood water
Natural stream flooding in restored area

Photo here with terraced 
banks, not full creek

Bruce MacGregor 
Photography



It’s practical and cost-effective
 Tabor to the River Program
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Building community and the economy
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Leveraging funds and partners
 Crystal Springs Subwatershed

 
Restoration
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City
$3.8 

Grants 
and 

Partners 
$5.1 

Steelhead in Crystal Springs, after restoration at SE 28th

 

Ave.

Before restoration



Key Milestones
 Monitoring
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Key Milestones
 Terrestrial Ecology Enhancement Strategy
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Streaked horned lark: ESA listing candidate

Terrestrial resources map

Oregon white oak habitat restoration on Elk Rock Island

Red-tailed 
hawks love 
ecoroofs!

©

 

Raymond Walton



Key Milestones
 5-Year Strategy
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What’s Ahead
•

 
Combined sewer 
system and beyond…

•
 

Continued stream, 
river and upland 
restoration projects

•
 

Continuing 
programmatic 
approaches
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What’s Ahead
•

 
Implementing 
Healthy 
Connected City

•
 

Watershed 
Health Index
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Stream connection through residential development



Continued Importance
•

 
Meeting regulatory obligations

•
 

Reducing risk to city’s 
infrastructure and providing core 
services

•
 

Saving rate payer dollars

•
 

Achieving multiple city goals 

•
 

Building climate and community 
resiliency
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Partner Testimony
•

 
Susan Anderson, Bureau of Planning and Sustainability

•
 

Mike Abbaté, Portland Parks and Recreation

•
 

Bryan Burch, Neighborhood Tree Steward
•

 
Brian Heather, Solterra

 
Systems

•
 

Ted Labbe, Depave
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