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The Need to Regulate "vacation Rentals" in portland 

(Short-term Rentals in Residential Zones of less than SÙ-doys duration) 

Current State: 

¡ There are an ever increasing number of "vacation rentals" in Portland listed on 
the internet, with at least 2/3rds listing nightly or r,úeekly rentals. Examples: 

úú'4..* o vbo.com = LL8 listings; 92 offer nightly rates; 63 offer weekly rates 
o HomeAway.com = 62 listings; 39 offer nightly rates; 32 offer weekly rates"b,{7'yr o airbnb.com = 107 listings all listing nightly rates 

Currently short-term rentals in residential zones of less than one month are onlv 
legal if vou are licensed as a Bed & Breakfast, and hardly any are because: 

o B&B permit requires Type 2 conditional use Review (53,000 - S+,ooo) 
o B&B ordinance requires an owner or manager to live on premises 

Unlike a B&8, an owner or manager generallv does NOT live on-site at a ,,Vacation 

Rental" - resulting in an unsupervised situation 
The motivation for Vacation Rentals is primarily economic: short-term Vacation 

ntals are seneral dered more orofita an month-to-month rentals if 
the property owner can rent more than L3 weeks each year 

Problem: 
o l-00 - 200 vacation rentals are currentlv operating out of compliance and with no 

regulation 
o Most are not collecting Lodging Tax and, as a result, the City/County is likely to be 

losing 5250,000 - 5500,000 per year in tax revenue. For example: 
o 	200 rooms x S100/night x 30% occupancy x 11,.5% = $251,g50 
o 	200 rooms x $150/night x 4O% occupancy x 1,1,.5% = 9503,700 

o 	ln other cities vacation rentals have required regulation because neighbors 
complained that there was no limit as to the number of guests, and that there 
were noise, parking and traffic problems. 

o The current lack of enforcement penalizes those who do or attempt to comply.
 
Desired State:
 

¡ Amend the Bed & Breakfast ordinance to also account for Vacation Rentals or 
create a new "Vacation Rental" or "Short-term Rental" ordinance (as other 
municipalities have done) 

Action Requested: 
. 	That City Council request the Bureau of Development Services report back to the 

Council with an assessment of the current situation regarding "Vacation Rentals" 
and "Short-term Rentals" in Portland with recommendations for how to best 
regulate them. 

Submitted by: Steve Unger, 1517 NE Schuyler St., Portland, OR97272 (503.752.1807) steven.unger@comcast.net 

mailto:steven.unger@comcast.net
http:airbnb.com
http:HomeAway.com
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"Floating Home" Featured on -HGTV's- Living Charrnel B0 Homes _ 4
 
Portland [#29508]

USA > Oregon > poriland Þletro > poril¡ìnd
 

16rrrrÕtos 3BR/2.584 (Sleeps 6-10) gaO0/nt US Dollars VRBO Stayed Here
 

Floating Home - Visit oregon, the original Adventure Landl - porfland
 
L#392761
 
LISA > Oreqon > portlând Hetro > port¡and
 

16Dhoros 2BR+/2BA (Sleeps B) 9300/nt - $1800-$2100/wk US Dollars
 

Beautiful Honle in Prestigious lrvington Neighborhoocl - porfland [#80998]
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i6phoros 3BR/2BA (Sleeps 5-7) From 9175 US Dollars 
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IJSA > Oregon > portland ¡letro > poruànd
 

16pheros 1BR/1BA (Sleeps 2-4) 91400-91800/mo US Dollars
 

Da Gorge Townhonle - Troutdale (North East Portlancl Oregon) - porgand 
[# 12s091]
 
IJSA > Oreqon > poriland l,letro > portlanrl
 

r6photo:i 3BR/2.584 (Sleeps 6-7) 999-9185/nt US Dollars 

l-'antastic View Aparttnenl Above ljowntown Portiônd - poruand [#129368]
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2BR/1BA (Sleeps 4) From 9165/nt - 9925/wk - g1995/mo US Doilars
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PorLland's Most ralked About. well-Ker:t secrcT' - porfland [#130670]
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Classic Apartment in Historic Irvington-1100 Sq.Ft. Qualityl - porrtand' 
[#137Se3]

i(; Dhotos IJSA > Llreqon > Portland t1r-.|¡o > Portlðnd
 
lBR/1BA (Sleeps 3) 9130-9165/nt US Doilars
 

January Special!!l Elegantly Restored-Hawthorne Dist Condo - porfland
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USA > Oreqon > Portliìnd l"letro > Portlana
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Studio/1BA (Sleeps 2-3) 92100-92400/mo US Dollars
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Heart of the Pearl District in Downtown Portland - Portland [#179553]
USA > Orellon > Portland t'letro > PortÌ¿nd
 
2BR+/2.584 (Sleeps 2-6) From $300/nt- email 4 long term pricing US Dollars
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Portland [#181802]

tJSA > Oreqon > port¡and Fletro > Portland 

i6Dnoros 3BR/2BA (Sleeps 6) From 9125 to 9155/nt US Dollars 

The Garden Guest House on Hawthoflle - poruand [#185973] t6 
USA > Oregon > Portland l,letro > Portland
 
2BR/1BA (Sleeps 4-6) 9120-9150/nt - 9720-9900/wk US Dollars
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Beautiful Riverside Condo! Same Day Rentall - portland [#189719]
USA > Oreqon > Portland ¡1etro > Portland 
2BR/1BA (Sleeps 2-6) 9175/nt-9269/nt US Dollars 
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The 1908 House - Winter Special 9100 Niqht - Book 3 Get 1 Free - 20
 
Portland l#L90047)

USA > Orellor1 > Portland Iletro > portland
 

16 photos 4BR/3BA (Sleeps 2-16) 9100-9275/nt - 9900/wk-91650/wk US Dollars
 

Romantic Rirrerfront Condo! Same Day Rental!!! - Portland t#1906531 
LJSA > Oreoon > Portland I'letro > Poftland 
1BR/1BA (Sleeps 2-3) $169/nt-9209/nt US Dollars 

i6 plìOtos 

Beautiful Condo in Pearl District, Downtown Portland - Porfland l#2t42901
lls/\ > Oreçion > ,)o¡tlànd lvlÉltro > Portland
 
zBR+/2BA (Sleeps 4-6) 9200/nt US Dollars
 

1{i plÐrÕs 

Beautiful Forested Loft in Nw Hills Secludecl Yet Close lo Towrr - Porttand
 
l#220L611
 
USA > Oreqon > Por tlan{l l'letro > Porltl¿ìnd 

16 Dhoros 3BR/1BA (Sleeps 4) $100/nt - $600/wk US Dollars 
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I Bedroom, sreeps 4 
(24) House, 1 Bathroom, downtown,
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Portland Luxury Townhouse 3 BRi2.5 BA; Sleeps 6-11 
USA, Oregon, Portland Oregon Vacation Renlals- Rent al 27 7 402 

3 Bedrooms, Sleeps 11,
 
Townhome,2 Bathrooms, 1 Half Bath,
 
town, balcony
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Elegant 1908 Craftsman Style Home with Hot Tub 
USA,Oregon,Portland Oregon Vacation Rentals- Rental 204647 

4 Bedrooms, Sleeps 10,
 

House, 3 Bathrooms, village, balcony
 

20 Ê:iå,, 

Luxurious, Floating Home Vacation 
USA,Oregon,Portland Oregon Vacation Rentals- Rental 309559 

3 Bedrooms, Sleeps 8,
 

House Boat, 2 Bathrooms, 1 Half Bath,
 
lake, waterfront, garden
 

4 F:íå,"" 

Cozy Victorian Cottage in Portland's Sellwood Neighborhood 
USA,Oregon,Portland Oregon Vacation Rentals- Rental 276678 

2 Bedrooms, Sleeps 5, , ]].t , 

House, 1 Bathroom, downtown, river, air- $150/nighl 
condit¡oning $85O/week 

$1,950/month 
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Moore-Love, Karla 

From: Steve Unger [steven.unger@comcast.net] 

Sent: Tuesday, January 18,201 1 10:32 AM 

To: Moore-Love, Karla 

Cc: Dustin Carsey 

Subject: From Steve Unger 

Dear Karla, 

I request to speak to City Council on Wednesday, January 26th at or about 9:30am. 

I wish to speak about the need to amend the City Ordinances to account for the increasing 
number of "Vacation Rentals" (short-term rentals in residential zones of less than 30-days). 

My understanding is that currently Vacation Rentals are not legal in Portland unless they are 
licensed as a bed and breakfast; however, most Vacation Rentals are not licensed as B&B's and 
are probably not paying the Portland Lodging Tax. 

Thanks for your consideration. 

Steve Unger 
lnnkeeper 

Lion and the Rose 
Victorian Bed & Breakfast lnn 

1810 NE 15th Ave. 
Mailing Address: 151 7 NE Schuyler St. 

Portland, OR97212 

Phone: 503.287.9245 

Toll Free: 800.955.1 647 
Fax: 503.287-9247 

Steve's Cell: 503 7521807 

E-mail : innkeeper@lionrose.com 
Web-site : www. I ionrose.com 

D i rectio ns : http ://www. I ion rose. co m/d i rectio n s. htm I 

U18l20rl 

http:ionrose.com
mailto:innkeeper@lionrose.com
mailto:steven.unger@comcast.net
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Request of Steve Unger to address Council regarding the need to account for the 

increasing number of Vacation Rentals in residential zones (Communication) 

JAN 26 20il 

PLACED ON FILE 

Filed 

LaVonne Griffin-Valade 
Auditor of the Citv of Portland 
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l. Fritz 

2. Fish 

3. Saltzman 

4. Leonard 

Adams 


