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NT CUTS TT SUN 

April I8,2OI2 

Mayclr Aclams, City Commissionc.rs, and Auciitor Griffin,Valacle: 

Thank you fbr providing me with the opportunity to speak today. My son is a 

worry for Nick; this is not an easy time to be a kìd. In nry lifetime I've never seen 
a generation tlrat's been asked to clo so much r,vith so veryìittle. On the one hancl, 
we kee¡r asking our kids for more: higher test scores, sfronger perfìlrrnances, ancl 
greater competitiveness. But evc'ry year,just as we ask them to jump a ìittle bit 
higher, we yank the carpet out. Portland Public Sclrools cut at Ieast $17 lnillion 
fiom this year's budget. Ancl for the coming yeär, a $27,5 milìion buclget shortf-all 
will eìiminate I"J-0 positions from Portland's public schools. At Buckmân, we 
stand to lose 2/3 of our arls staff, ìc'aving us with one arts FTH. That means that 
|,Iick ancì his classmates will be saying "goodbye" important mentclrs, ancl 
Buckman'.ç very iclentity as aì-ì arts foct-ts schooì will be put irrto jc'oparcly. 

Every single Portland Public School stands to get hit iust as hard, or worse. I\ow 
is when we need more "support, not less" So if therc' was ever a yeär nof to cllt 
SUN, this would be that year. Yet that is exactly what wÍll happen at Buckman 
ancl at Ieast 2 other schools t"rncler the current city buclget proposal. There isn't a 
single school served by SUN that doesn't need it. At Buckman alone, which has a 
population of about 500, SUN serves at least 445 children. Of those kids, over 
half have been identìfied as having at-risk factors, Buckman is thc. only SUN 
school in inner South Easf an area where there is no Farks anci Rec community 
center. SU N's aftersch ool ecittcational enri chm ent programs acaclemically rn en tor 
kids, whiìe giving working and financially struggling pårents affordable, a¡rcl 
somc'times free care for their children. SUN sponsors innumerablc. community 
events such as Write Night and Math Night. Buckman SUN coordinator Diane 
Meisenhelter receivecl the 20û9 Spirit of Portland award fclr her incredible work 
with our kicls at Buckman. 

It wouìd be llard enough to shoulder a cut to the program. But, at lea^st for 
Buckman, the current proposal caìls for its elimination at a time when or-rr kicls 
are being asked to shoulder more. There is nothing that any of you can clo about 
thc' budget cuts to Portland Pulbic Schools. But you údn säve the SUN program, 
and that is what I and so many other demon.strâtors today are urging you to clo, 
Please maì<e the right choicc'fbr our kicls by retaining alì city firnding for tlris 
wonderful and essential program. 

Davicl Berkson 
5824 SE Francis Strec.t 
Portìand, OR 97206 
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i-t­r 
Moore-Love, Karla 

From: David Berkson [davidberkson66@9mail.com] 
Sent: Thursday, March 29,2012 7:56 AM 

To: Moore-Love, Karla 

Subject: Request to testify at City Council Meeting 

Carla, 

I'd like to testify at the City Council rneeting on April 18; rny wife Wendy would like to testify 
on April 25. We are both advocating no cuts to SUN passthrough monies including Buckman. 
(We have a2nd grader at Buckrnan). We would also like to testify on May 2 and 9-. Please let us 
know if this is possible. 

David 

3129t2012 

mailto:davidberkson66@9mail.com
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Request of David Berkson to address Council regarding no cuts to SLIN pass 
through monies including Buckman (Communication) 

APR I g 2012 

Filed 

LaVonne Griffin-Vala de 
Auditor qfrl. City of Portland 

By 

COMMISSIONERS VOTED 
AS FOLLOWS: 

YEAS NAYS 

l. Fritz 

2. Fish 

3. Saltzman 

4. Leonard 

Adams 




