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Moore-Love, Karla 

From: CommissionerFritz 

Sent: Tuesday, December 28,2010 1l:23 PM 

To: 'Andrea Meyer'; Commissioner Saltzman; Commissioner Fish; Leonard, Randy; Adams, Sam 

Cc: Osoinach, Ellen; Edwards, Antoinette; Bizeau, Tom; Jimenez, Warren; Moore-Love, Karla 

Subject: RE:ACLU Concerns About Town Hall Forum on JTTF 

Dear Andrea, 

Thank you for your message. Although I am on vacation, I continue to monitor email for 
urgent messages including yours. ln answer to your concerns: 

1. Many share your view that the first week of January is too soon to get the word out 
about the Town Hall meeting. My understanding is that it has been rescheduled for 
January 13, hopefully at Kaiser Town Hall. 

2. The Town Hall will help further round out the range of concerns and public opinion to 
be discussed in the process leading to the Council voting on whether or not to join the 
JTTF. lt is not intended to review what may have happened on November 26 or in the 
previous five years. lt is intended to be welcoming to Portlanders with general interest, 
as well as experls such as the ACLU. 

3. One of the goals of the Town Hall is to have respectful discussions between people 
who may come with different viewpoints, so this decision-making process is more of a 
community dialogue and less a series of position statements and lobbying. My 
colleagues on the Council and I recognize this is a different approach to decision­
making. There are still many opportunities for traditional lobbying in the rest of the 
process, also all comments at the Town Hall will be recorded and posted so all input is 
open and transparent with opportunities for rebuttal/counter-arguments in writing. We 
hope this Town Hall discussion approach will lead to a more collaborative community 
decision-making process, rather than the traditional, often adversarial lining up of three 
votes on the Council. 

i) The questions suggested in the work plan were labeled "Possible questions". They 
are examples, not the final list. Thank you for your suggestions on other questions to 
ask, or different phrasing for the questions. Your example of "what does 'working with' 
mean?", is something that could be discussed in the table groups. The questions are 
intentionally broad, to give participants opportunities to talk about what is most 
important to them. And to listen to what others in the group find most important. 

ii) Asking the question "what do you think of when you think of Terrorism in the City of 
Portland?" does not require a shared definition of terrorism. lt asks for participants' 
perceptions. Which can then lead to discussion of how concerned Portlanders are 
about their perception of terrorism in Portland. FDR said there is nothing to fear but fear 
itself. I want to know what Portlanders are afraid of, with regard to terrorism. 

Two informational forum worksessions are scheduled in January, including one with the 
ACLU, to get the facts as participants see them on the table and on the record. There 
will then be close to a month for written public comment before the Public Hearing 

12/29/2010 



Page 2 of3 

before Council on February 24 in the evening. I believe this provides ample opportunity for input from 
citizens into this important decision. I support the Mayor's choice to have a public Town Hall for discussion 
early in the process, as well as the public hearing at the end and the forum worksessions in between. 

Sincerely, 

Amanda 

Amanda Fritz 
Commissioner, City of Poftland 

To help ensure equal access to City programs, services and activities, the City of Portland will reasonably 
modify policies/procedures and provide auxiliary aids/services to persons with disabilities. Call 503-823­
2036, TTY 503-823-6868 with such requests or visit http://www.portlandonline.com/ADA Forms 

From : And rea Meyer [mailto : ameyer@aclu-or.org] 
Sent: Tuesday, December 28, 2010 10:25 AM 
To: Commissioner SalÞman; Commissioner Fritz; Commissioner Fish; Leonard, Randy; Adams, Sam 
Cc: Osoinach, Ellen 
Subject: ACLU Concerns AboutTown Hall Forum on JTTF 

December 28,2010 

Dear Mayor Adams and Council members: 

On behalf of the ACLU of Oregon, I want to express our concerns about the recently announced town hall forum scheduled in the 
first week of January to discuss the FBI JTTF. 

We have a number of concerns about this proposal: 

1. Timing: setting something the first week of the new year gives little opportunity for folks to schedule and participate. 

2. Premature: Setting a town hall public forum for discussion on the issues outlined in the release by Mayor Adams prior to 
addressing the many questions and issues set forth in the work plan is premature. Community members cannot meaningful 
dialogue and discuss concerns about re-joining the JTTF or not (two of the questions) before we know what did and did not 
happen with the Pioneer Square incident as well as the last 5 years during which Portland was to work on case-by-case basis with 
the FBl. 

The ACLU of Oregon commented on the work plan, specifically we urged that the information being gathered and presented to 
Council be presented to everyone prior to public testimony and hearings. Just like members of Council want to have complete 
information before making a decision, so too does the public before they come and testify and present their perspective. 

3. Unclear Goal: We are not clear on the goal for the public forum. The specific questions posed seem troubling and not 
particularly clear on what information Council hopes to collect from this forum. 

First, the questions are not balanced. While asking "What do you perceive as being good about working with the Federal 
Government on Terrorism" there is no complementary question as to what do you perceive as not being good about working the 
federal government on terrorism. (lt is also relevant to point out that this question is confusing -- what part of the federal 
government and what does "working with" mean?). 

Second, we would be concerned about what Council hopes to gain from asking "What do you think of when you think of Terrorism 
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in the City of Portland?" Since there is no shared definition of "terrorism" it is hard to have a conversation of what one thinks of it
 
in the City of Portland and we would have concerns about the direction of this conversation.
 

ACLU Recommendation: Before these questions can be answered, it seems community members need more information on 
Portland's role in the last 5 years with any joint efforts in investigating criminal activity in Portland. How can we know what the 
concerns are about joining or not joining the Task Force (which are known as FBI Joint Terrorism Task Forces)if we do not have 
information about the last 5 years. 

We urge you to reconsider the public forum format for the purpose of discussing Portland's participation in the FBI JTTF. lnstead 
we urge a public session where information is given to the public based on the information being gathered by the City. lndeed, 
that would be an incredibly valuable contribution by the City to ensure public understanding and transparency in the þrocess of 
Council's decision as to whether or not to rejoin the FBI JTTF. 

We anticipate that a forum sharing information to the community cannot happen the first week of January but this is such an 
important issue that we think it is worth waiting and making sure that the process works. We want to reiterate our appreciation at 
the general process the Mayor has outlined to engage witñ the public and provide information on the last 5 years. We th¡nk to do 
this effectively the next step should be a public forum providing the public information to the questions raised in the Mayor's work 
plan. From there, the public and Council can meaningfully engage in a discussion. 

Thank you, 

Andrea 

Andrea Meyer 
Legislative D ír ector / Counsel 
ACLU of Oregon 
503.227 .6928 (office) 
503.227.6948 $ax) 

join www.aclu-or.org 
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