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PRESENTATION TO COUNCIT 

Date: March 15,2012 
To: Mayor Sam Adams, City of Portland 
From: Eloise Damrosch, RACC Executive Director 

Subiect: Accept RACC's "State of the Arts" Presentation 

In accordance witìr our contract with the City of Portìand, the Regional Arts & Culture Council 
IRACCJ will deliver its annual "State of the Arts" presentation to City Council on Wednesday, March 
21,20\2. 

RACC's 2011 annual report highlights many of the ways that RACC investecì and leveraged City 
funds to serve Portlanders witli a stronger arts and culture comrnunity lasl year. Among our 
accomplisliments: 

o 	 RACC awardecl $3.3 million to more than 40 schools, 175 nonprofit organizations ancl 120 
individual artists, directly supporting 2,150 jobs. J'he extended economic impact of tlie 
region's nonprofit arts and culture organizations is $318 million, supporting urore than 
L0,300 jobs in Oregon. 

¡ 	 Worl< fbr Art exceeded its goal - again - and raised more than $764,000 for the arts
 
commttnity to provide arts experiences to the public, 'Ihis includes workplace giving
 
contributions from more than 1,600 donors at 65 participating companies.
 

. 	 The Right Brain Initiative servecl 11,3211(-B str-rdents in the regiorl by pairing 523 teacliers 
with 4'B artists to integrate arts and culture into the standard curriculum. 

o 	 RACC has been recognized as a leader in irrplementing equity ir-ritratives to help ensure that 
all Portlanders can participate in arts and culture and enjoy the benefits. RACC ìras 
expanded its outreach to cornmunities of color, and continues to enter new partnerships 
that help us reach out and serve commlurities tìrat have ì¡een underserved before. 

¡ 	 RACC sr"rpported and helped expand the Arts for All program, which of,lcrs deeply 
discottnted $5 ticl<ets to Oregon T'rail cardholders. 4.3 gror,rps ¿ìre uow participating, and 
more than 1,4A0 ticl<ets were sold through this program in the fìrst six nronths alone. 

¡ 	 RACC continues to provicle opportunities for artists to lealn ancl netwol'l< with each other. 
More than 500 people attended last year's series of six Art Sparl< eveuts, and 450 ltave 
attended the three RACC-sponsorecì Colored Penciìs Arts & Cultr:re Nights, which are 
designed specifically to engage conrrnunities of color. 
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RÂCC helped preserve the City'.s public art collection, inclurìing routine maintenaltce as well 
as special restoration worl< on sever¿ll aging and d:rmage d sculptures. 

llA[]C continucs tcl Ltnveil ¡rrrblic alt ¡rrojects throughout the city, ancl last year flncled six 
cultLrrally diverse pLrblic art rnurals in diff'erent neighborhoods. 

We are tremellcìc¡usly prourì of'our accornplisll'ìlents in turning tlre City's linlited butcritic¿rl 
investments iuto powerful l'esult.s for lrortl:rnclers. This year we woulcl lil<e t.o clraw your ¿ìttention 
to otre o{'oLtr communil.y's rnost critical Lulmet neecìs - arts educ¿,rtion. In lrortland, tclo many 
chilclren are being cleprivecì tlie benerfits of'arts ecluc:itiorr, which is contributing to lower test 
scores, rnore truallcy problems and higher drop-out rates. As you will see in our presentation, arts 
edttcation has ber:n proven lo int¡rrove ¿lc¿rcìemic ¿lchievement and gr;rduation rates, ¿ìs well as 
fbster the cre¿ltive tlrinl<ing aud problcrn-solving sl<ilìs that are essentialto the success of our yolulg 
people - and ottr City's worl<f,orcc - in tlie innov¿rtion-based ecououly of the future. 

We lool< forward to worl<ing with you in the rnonths ahead to find w¿lys to restore arts eclucation 
for every child ancl create ecluzll access to the ¿lrts lbr every Portlancler'. 

We recorrmencl th¿rt Council ¿ìccept IìACC's "State ol'tìre Arts" repolt. 

.4//- v 

1/---lJn,^, /: 
Eloise Damroscl'r 
Executive Director 

'TO THE COUNCII,
 
Mayor S¿lln Adams concurs with the findings olthc IIACC llxecr-rtive Director, and
 

RECOMMENDS;
 
I'hat the CoLrncil íìccept the re port,
 

IìespectÍù lly subrn ittecì, 

z 
Sam Acl¿rnrs 

Mayor, City ol Portlancl 
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Agenda No.
 

REPORT NO.
 
Title
 

Accept,Reporton the state of the artsfrom the Regional Arts and Culture Council (Ke.¡-r,¡r f) 

INTRODUCED BY CLERK USE: DATE FILED 
Com m issioner/Aud itor: 

Mayor Sam Adams 

COMMISSIONER APPROVAL LaVonne Griffin-Valade 
Auditor of the City of PortlandMavor-Finance and Administration - Adams 

Position 1/Utilities - Fritz 

Position 2Morks - Fish By:
 
Deputy
 

Position 3/Affairs - Saltzman
 

Position 4/Safetv - Leonard ACTION TAKEN: 

BUREAU APPROVAL
 
Bureau: RegionalArts & Culture
 MAR 2't 2012 AOCTPTEDCouncil
 
Bureau Head: Eloise Damrosch,
 
Executive Director
 

Prepared by: Eloise Damrosch
 
Date Prepared.March 9, 2012
 

Financial lm pact Statement 

Completed X Amends Budget f
 
Not Required f-l
 
Council Meetino Date 
March 21,2012 

City Attorney Approval 

AGENDA FOUR.FIFTHS AGENDA COMMISSIONERS VOTED 
AS FOLLOWS: 

TrME CERTATN x 
Start time: 9:30 a.m. YEAS NAYS

3Ô 
1. FriIz 1. FriIzTotal amount of time needed:Æ(fminutes 

(for presentation, testimony and discussion) 
2. Fish 2. Fish 

CONSENT T 3. Saltzman 3. Saltzman 

REGULAR N 4. Leonard 4. Leonard 
Total amount of time needed: 
(for presentation, testimony and discussion) 

Adams Adams 


