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March 1,2012 

Mr. Mayor, rnernbers of the Council: 

My name is Barbara Conable and I represent the Sabin Community Association. The SCA 
supports Portland Playhouse in its conditional use application for Community Service Use at 602 
NE Prescott Street. We consider Porlland Playhouse to be an irnportant asset in our community, 
providing uplifting cultural opportunities for residents and educational options for our children. 

Moreover, Portland Playhouse has made its theatrical offerings especially relevant to our diverse 
community, in padicular through productions of three August Wilson plays, and through it's 
outreach to members of our comrnunity who are often underserved by Portland theaters. I see 
seventy or eighty plays a year in Portland and I can tell you that there is nothing else like this 
happening here. The stunning quality of these productions has put Portland Playhouse very 
quickly among at the top few theaters in our state. 

The fact that these productions are offered at a site within the community is a crucial part of their 
unique effect the community. The work of Portland Playhouse regularly confronts issues of 
racism, gentrihcation, and community, creating a space where our economically and racially 
diverse neighbors can interact in a productive dialogue. To force these performances out of our 
neighborhood would water down their influence, rendering the experience infinitely less 
meaningful and useful to our community. 

We feel strongly that a conditional use fol community service is the most appropriate way to 
allow this important asset to continue. If the ZonrngCode says that what Portland Playhouse is 
doing is a "Cotntnercial, Retail Sales" operation, then the Code is wrong, and ought to be 
changed. Nor do we want to see this property rczoned to allow retail sales-a move that could 
ultimately result in a Seven-Eleven or similar operation on the site. We understand that the 
Code, as written, did not anticipate this unique combination of perfonnance, education, and 
dialogue. We urge you to be creative and cornmunity-minded, in the spirit of Portland 
Playhouse, and approve this conclitional use. 

Thank you. 

Most sincerely, 

Barbara Conable 
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Moore-Love, Karla 

From: David Milholland [encanto@ochcom.org] 

Sent: Thursday, March 01,2012 5:18 PM 

To: Moore-Love, Karla 

Cc: Clarke, Cary 

subject: Letter of support for Portland Playhouse NE Porfland facility status 

Hello Karla. 

Please pass this brief statement on to Mayor Adams and council members. This relates 
to City Council Case # (LU 1 1-187799 CU). 

As a long time member of Portland's creative community ['m currently head of Oregon 
Cultural Heritage Commission, among other things], I've been thrilled to be a regular 
member of audiences at the Portland Playhouse theatre space al.602 NE Prescott. 

The company's productions have engaged me from the first time I passed through its 
portals. The slight-bit-funky physical space became an integral element of every play I 

experienced there. Given its neighborhood eastside location, the experience feels very 
homegrown. The Playhouse stagecraft took me back to theater evenings in the long­
ago closed Slabtown Stop Theatre on NW Savier & 26th, several other Portland stages 
that adapted church basements [New Rose Theater], decaying commercial buildings [all
but the last incarnation of Storefront Theatrel, and far too many others to recount. Suõf¡ 
venues are a significant piece or what makes our city distinctive. 

With parking issues addressed and local resistance absent, it's a good time for the G02 
NE Prescott building to become a Neighborhood Art Center. For surely what the 
Playhouse provides is a community service. 

Please consider this a building block in the culturally diverse, creative community this 
city aspires to be 

I had intended to attend the hearing, but things came up. Thanks for your consideration. 
Sincerely, 

David Milholland 2000 NE 42nd #1 Portland, OR 97213 encanto(ôochcom.orq 

31212012 

mailto:encanto@ochcom.org
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From: Linda Finocchiaro Iinda.wrather@gmail.com] 
Sent: Thursday, March 01,2012 11:39 PM 

To: Moore-Love, Karla 

Cc: Clarke, Cary 

Subject: re: Portland Playhouse 

Dear Council Mernbers 

It is rny hurnble opinion that Portland Playhouse ( case # : LU 11-187799 CU ) provides a 
valuable service to the community of the King neighborhoocl and other surrounding 
neighborhoods . The theatre celebrates and gives voice to the African American community 
well as other cultures. I believe it is with great sincerity that the theatre embraces its 
responsibility to prornote social and cultural understanding through artistic expression. The 
Portland Playhouse is definitely a community service in nature. 

Sincerely 

Linda Wrather 
3234 SE Henry Street 
Portland, Oregon 97202 

312/2012
 

mailto:Iinda.wrather@gmail.com


Moore-Love, Karla 

From: 
Sent: 

Nora Diver [noradiver@yahoo.com]
Thursday, March 01,2012 2:37 PM 

To: Moore-Love, Karla 
Subject: letter regarding LU Case # 11-187799; HO Case # 411034 

Attachments: KNA appeal for Portland Playhouse 3.1.2012.doc 

ÉIJ 
KNA appeal for 

)oftland Playho... 
Hi Karla, 

I am the vice-chair of the King Neighborhood Association and I am attaching a letter regarding LU Case # 
LI-187799; HO Case # 4IL034 that will be heard at city council at 3:30 on March L,2012.I will also be 
delivering the letter by hand at the hearing. 

Thank you very much for facilitating the receipt of our letter. 

Sincerely, 

Nora Diver 
Vice Chair 
King Neighborhood Association 
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From: Ward Shortridge [wardcheese@comcast.net] 

Sent: Thursday, March 01, 2012 1:52PM 

To: Moore-Love, Karla 

Cc: Clarke, Cary 

Subject: Testimony regarding case # LU 1 1-187799 CU 

To the Commissioners: 

Regarding the Portland Playhouse and its role in the comrnunity 

Thank you for providing the opporlunity for testimony regarding the Portland Playhouse's role in 
the Cornrnunity. 

I am not in a position to testify on the technical issues regarding the financial structure of tlie 
Portland Playhouse, and I do not know how one structure or another might be consistent with the 
rules regarding its existence within this community. However, that discussion of rules does not 
adequately represent this small theater's role and value in the community, and an accurate picture 
rnust inclucle statements from the community itself about how we experience the theater. 

The Portland Playhouse is not a commercial experience. I am not greeted by flashing lights. 
They have rnaintained the church exterior so that it still blends seamlessly with the surrounding 
community. Tl-re seating is simple, even rustic, and the room is small enough that even without 
any arnplification I can hear the breath of the perfonners. There are no grand and exaggerated 
gestures, as the faces of the perforrners are just a few feet away. The productions themselves are 
srnall and have the intirnacy of a farnily gathering. The directors and staff of the theater welcome 
us like friends and guests. We frequently visit for a little while after a play, and they are always 
anxious to hear of our experience of their productions. The message conveyed by the whole 
experience is that it is our theater, vyith audience and players in equally vital roles in the 
process. 

Please hear the voices of the cornmunity when you make the decision of whether the theater 
belongs in the community. It is so clear from my experience with this theater that the goal of the 
theater is not to rake in the sales but rather to present and support creative expression, emotional 
connection, and spiritual growth as a contributing member of the community. Let that be your 
litrnus test. 

Thank you! 

Ward Shortridge 
7412 North Wilbur Avenue 
Portland, Oregon 97217 

3/112012
 

mailto:wardcheese@comcast.net


Moore-Love 

From: 
Sent: 

Karen Johnson [karen.kj.johnson@gmail.com]
Thursday, March 01,2012 1:45 PM 

To: Moore-Love, Karla 
Cc: Clarke, Cary 
Subject: Portland Playhouse case # LU 11-187799 CU 

Dear City Commissioners, 

I am writing you today on behalf of Portland Playhouse case # LU 
LL-I87799 CU. The neighborhood and numerous organizations support Portland Playhouse, and to not allow 
them to continue perform¡ng in the church would be detrimental to the community. 

To say that theater is a commercial or retail venture is frankly laughable. Even the most successful of arts 
organizations depend of donations for up to a third of their budget, just to stay opened.
 
Theater brings together community, its makes people's lives richer and exposes them to culture, If this is not
 
serving the communiÇ, I don't know what is.
 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 
Karen Johnson 
2943 SE Taylor St 
Portland 97214 



Support
 

Portland
 

Playhouse
 



If you believe Portland
 
Playhouse should be allowed to
 
continue as a Neighborhood Art
 
Center in King Neighborhood,
 
please hold this sign up when
 
asked to show your support.
 

Endorsed by:
 
King N eighborhood Association
 
Sabin N eighborhood Association
 

Humboldt Neighborhood Association 
Northeast Coalition of Neighborhoods 

Regional Arts and Culture Council 
Oregon Cultural Trust 

The Urban League of Portland 
Creative Arts Network 

and mafry, many people just like yolt... 



King Neighborhood Association
 
Nora Diver, Vice-Chair
 
nora.diver@ kingneighborhood. org
 
4815 NE 7th Avenue
 
Podland, Oregon 97211
 

March 1,2012 
Delivery by email and hand 

Portland City Council 
City of Portland 
1900 S.W. Fourth Avenue 
Portland, Oregon 97201 

Subject: Portland Playhouse Survival in King Neighborhood 
(LU Case # 11-'187799; HO Gase # 4110094) 

Dear Commissioners: 

602 NE Prescott is more than just a dot on the zoning map, more than just a structure 
on the corner. lt is a gathering place with deep roots - part of the history of many 
members of our community. For over a century at this address, neighbors have shared 
appeals to god, heartfelt interactions, and a corfmitment to compassion and interracial 
justice. Meaning has been created at this place. The Portland Playhouse has upheld 
this tradition through community programming and its performance themes exploring 
racial experience and socialjustice. The Playhouse cannot exist without the plays. For 
this reason, the King Neighborhood Association asks you to allow the Playhouse to 
continue in our neighborhood by approving all components of their Conditional Use 
Permit application. 

Many current and former neighbors have testified to the integral role the Poriland 
Playhouse plays in our community. The Playhouse has opened their hearts wide 
enough to create performances that resonate deeply with the people who live here and 
opened their space to other uses that fill community needs. I have seen former 
residents returning to the neighborhood to see plays that have touched and inspired 
them. I have witnessed the neighborhood kids hold impromptu band performances 
there, and have seen how thrilled they were to be playing up there on the stage. I am 
sure you will hear many more stories about how the Playhouse serves a vital niche by
providing a community driven cultural experience. This is the kind of art that stems from 
and connects with the people who live here, and that is why it is so important the 
Portland Playhouse be allowed to continue operating where ¡t has been. 



Both the King Neighborhood Plan (from 1993) and the proposed Portland Plan (2012) 
call for the development of neighborhood based arts and culture programs and facilities, 
The emphasis in both plans is on supporting artists, promoting cultural programs, 
creating centers for art, and involving and educating youth. ln addition, the Portland 
Plan calls for "improv(ed) access and outreach to under-represented 
communities." (Appendix A.) The Portland Playhouse fulfills all of these community 
goals that were produced by lengthy public input processes. To deny the neighborhood 
this Playhouse would be to disregard all of the time, energy, and good intentions that 
Portland's citizens have put into creating these plans. 

The Kíng Neighborhood Association has had robust discussions about the Playhouse 
and how it can meet the sometimes conflicting needs of the local residents. The 
Playhouse has been responsive to questions posed by Neighborhood Association 
members, and together we have worked out a plan to ensure that parking issues are 
reasonably addressed. At our last meeting when faced with the question of appealing 
the decision from the hearings officer, the vote in favor was unanimous 20-0. Everyone 
agreed that the Playhouse is a very positive organization working for the benefit of our 
neighborhood. 

lf zoning laws are intended to preserve the character of a community, then surely 
issuing a conditional use permit for the Portland Playhouse would be the best way to 
align the rules with this intention, This site has a histor:y of community activity, Re.sidents 
in nearby neighborhoods feel that programming at the Playhouse fills an important 
cultural niche. For decades, community organization have called for the development of 
this type of facility in our neighborhood. The King Neighborhood Association is confident 
in our ability to work with the Playhouse to iron out any wrinkles that may arise from the 
community uses at this site. The City has approved a number of community centers 
through Conditional Use Permits, (Appendix B) The King Neighborhood Association 
urges you to do the same for the Portland Playhouse. lt is an important part of our 
neighborhood and we want to see it continue to bring thoughtful and engaging arts to 
our community. 

Sincerely and Respectfully, 

Nora Diver 
Vice Chairperson 
King Neighborhood Association 
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Appendix A
 

King Neighborhood Plan Excerpt (L993)
 

Policy V: Art and Culture 

Enhance the cultural and ethnìc diverslly of inner-Norlheasl Fortlønd hy crealing
opportunitíes to promote multícullural aú dnd enleila¡nment 

()bjectivesr 

I . Esmblish an and mutticultural center in the King Neighborhood. 

2, ltomote the display and purchase of public art 

3. 	 Creat€ opportunities for afüsts and entcrt¿iners to live and work in the King 
Ncighborhood. 

4. 	 Establish a marketing program for the areå's artist and çntertainment faciliries. 

Action Chart: Art and Culture 

# Act¡ons Tlme 
Adoptcd Nexl óto 
lryirh 
Pl¡n 

On. 
Goina 

5 
Vrr 

20 
Yrs 

Implementors 

rKUJT;U I'S 
KA 
I 

Invcstig¡lc the oppolun¡ly to dcvclop rwcationrl c¿nte¡ 
or leisure ætivity altraclive lo youú md to ùe community, 

x PVT/PDC 

KA 
a 

Encourage aftists to livc ürd wfrk in thc King 
Ncighborhood by øcating op¡rorluiüc5 for thcm !o ræivë 
low in¡ercst com¡nc¡ci¡l¡houcing lom md holnc 
oæuDation æmits. 

x BOP/PDC 

KA 
-t 

KA 
4 

Crc¡tc m cdwationd pfog¡årn, witlrin thc King 
Ncighborhood, focusing on ârts and trafr, Tho pnrgrarn 
should includc crrtification ¡t a levsl úìat prcpm ßtudcrts 
for work as photographus. perfomcrs. calligrrphøs, 
paintcrs, illuslrãtors, coñmercia¡ artistr, sculplm, olc. 

Dcvclop I marfç¡ing sEatcty thrt inform.ß ûc commrmity 
abou( trt md cul¡¡rsl activities in thc Kin¡l Nci¡hbmlrcod. 

x 

x 

PVtTM¡\(li 
PARKS/FFS/
Öregon Art 
Muscum 
Schr¡ol 
KTNG/MAC/ 
POVA 

rr(UI'KAIuS 
KA Eståblish I cullufal district rloÍt NE ¡{Ibcîls StEt. X	 NEC/PVTi

MAC/KING/ 
NOP/P^RKS/
O/tMB 

Notc: Âction Chans wcrc a¡rprovcd by Portlud City Cortncit by rcsolution. 'l)rcy uc n sruting placc. Actions witlr m 
!am¡j!ø itnplcmmtor wcrc ndopæd with the undss¿anding that somc will necd k) hc a(lju$rql ud orhsr rcplaccd wirh morc 
fcasiblc pro¡nlals. ldcntification of ån implcmcntor for m action ir an cxprcssion of intcrcst md support îith the 
undersnnding ùäl circumslårccs will alfæt thc implcmcntation lcadcr's ability to ra-kc acûon. Acrions with a ¡isted 
advoca¡c ralhcr rhu m implcmmt¡¡r sc includod irr rccognition of rhc inrportancc of continucd diæussion of thcsc issucs. 
Such actions will trccomc pr1 of this plan only whcn ûn implcmmtor h8 agrcsl to support thcm. 

Pago 18 



Appendix A (continued) 

Excerpts from the Portland Plan 

PART OF THE 5 YEAR ACT]ON PLAN - INTEGRATED STRATEGIES
 
Thriving Educated Youth
 
Arts programming: lnvest in continuous, integrated arts learning programs for every K­
12 student in Portland (e.g., Any Given Child, The Right Brain lnitiative), using school,
 
nonprofit and community resources, (pg. 31)

Ëconomic Prosperity and Affordability
 
Arts support. Expand public and private support for Portland's arts and creative
 
industries through a dedicated funding mechanism, and improve access, outreach, and
 
services for youth and under-represented communities. (pg 41)
 
Healthy Connected City
 
Gathering places: Explore ways to support arts and cultural facilities and incubators in
 
underserved areas, through tools such as public-private partnerships and incentives.
 
(pg 6e)
 



Appendix B 

The City has approved the following community centers through community 
service CUPs: 

Northwest District Neighborhood: Northwest Children's 
Theater/Northwest Community Service Center, lnc. This 
approval is identical to the Playhouse's application. ln it, the 
City approves "actual theater/stage performances" in an old 
church building containing a 1,200 person auditorium as part of 
a community center CUP in a residential zone. A copy of the 
decision is attached. King Neighborhood just asks for the same 
treatment that the city gave the Northwest District 
Neighborhood. 

Multnomah Neighborhood: Multnomah Arts Center, which 
contains an auditorium that looks a lot more like a theater than 
the Playhouse's use of the old church. As was discussed before 
the hearings officer, plays are regularly performed at the 
Multnomah Arts Center. This is good for Multnomah, but why 
can't the King Neighborhood have the Playhouse as a 
community arts center? There is no good reason to deny us th¡s 
cultural outlet in the King Neighborhood. 

Southeast/Reed Neighborhood: Community Music Center is 
partially run as a private 501(cX3), like the Playhouse. The 
Community Music Center performance calendar in the record 
shows that there were L8 performances in December in its 140 
person recital hall, many of which charged admission fees. lt 
does not make sense that the City commenced an enforcement 
action against the Playhouse, alleging that they are a 
"Commercial Retail Sales and Services Use" when other 
neighbor"hoods commuRity arts centers regularly charge such 
fees. 



sabln
 
Communily Associallon 

Our Communily in Aclion
 
March I,2012 

Mr. Mayor, members of the Council: 

My name is Barbara Conable and I represent the Sabin Community Association. The SCA 
supports Portland Playhouse in its conditional use application for Community Service Use 
at 602 NE Prescott Street. We consider Portland Playhouse to be an important asset in our 
community, providing uplifting cultural opportunities for residents and educational 
options for our children. 

Moreover, Portland Playhouse has made its theatrical offerings especially relevant to our 
diverse community, in particular through productions of three August Wilson plays, and 
through it's outreach to members of our community who are often underserved by 
Portland theaters. I see seventy or eighty plays a year in Portland and I can tell you that 
there is nothing else like this happening here. The stunning quality of these productions 
has put Portland Playhouse very quickly among at the top few theaters in our state. 

The fact that these productions are offered at a site within the community is a crucial part 
of their unique effect the community. The work of Portland Playhouse regularly confronts 
issues of racism, gentrification, and community, creating a space where our economically 
and racially diverse neighbors can interact in a productive dialogue. To force these 
performances out of our neighborhood would water down their influence, rendering the 
experience infinitely less meaningful and useful to our community. 

We feel strongly that a conditional use for community service is the most appropriate way 
to allow this important asset to continue. If the Zoning Code says that what Portland 
Playhouse is doing is a "Commercial, Retail Sales" operation, then the Code is wrong, and 
ought to be changed. Nor do we want to see this property rezoned to allow retail sales-a 
move that could ultimately result in a Seven-Eleven or similar operation on the site. We 
understand that the Code, as written, did not anticipate this unique combination of 
performance, education, and dialogue. We urge you to be creative and communit5r-minded, 
in the spirit of Portland Playhouse, and approve this conditional use. 

Thank you. 

-. Mn"Tincerely, 

-\--------_ 

Barbara Conable 
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Moore-Love, Karla 

From: Kate Evans [kateevansgT@gmail.com]
 

Sent: Thursday, March 01,2012 12:27 PM
 

To: Moore-Love, Karla
 

Cc: Clarke, Cary 

Subject: Case # LU 1 '1-187799CU Zoning Portland Playhouse 

Council Members: 

Iìe: Case #LU l1-187799CU ZoningPortlancl Playhouse 

Please reconsider your decision to deny Portland Playhouse's zoning request for the building at
 
6th and Prescott. I have attended nurnerous productions there and currently liave a Portland
 
Playhouse
 
subscription.
 

I am baffled by your decision that a nonprofit theatre is not suitable for this location in the King
 
Neighborhood.
 
How can you say that a theatre can not be defined as a community service? Clearly the King,
 
Sabin, and
 
Hurnboldt Neighborhood Associations think it is. As clo the Urban League of Portland, RACC,
 
and the Creative
 
Advocacy Network.
 

Please reconsider and zone for this wonderful neighborhood theatre! 

Sincerely youls, 

Kate Evans 

503.63s.6s40 

31U2012
 

mailto:kateevansgT@gmail.com
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From: Jan Woita [rjwoita@comcast.net] 

Sent: Thursday, March 01, 2012 12:12 PM 

To: Moore-Love, Karla 

Gc: cary.clark@portlandoregon.gov 

Subject: Portland Play House #LU11-'187799 CU 

Greetings: 

I am writing in support of the zoning change that would allow the Portland 
Play House to operate in the old church building in the King Neighborhood. To 
me, it does offer many community service opportunities; possible after school 
theater experiences for kids, a place to house other types of arts....music, 
visual, etc. We're trying to create jobs for Oregonians, and this theater does 
just this. All the personnel needed to put on a play and keep a center such as 
this up and running, creates jobs. lt seems to me that this is a golden 
opportunity to turn an aging eyesore into a vibrant community center. The 
opportunities that this would offer are endless. Change the zoning and 
change the community in a very positive way. 

While I do not live in Portland, I do support the Portland Play House by 
attending its theater productions. My sister, who does live in Portland, and I 

have had season tickets for several years. 

Thank You, 
Janice Woita 
100 SW 195th Ave Unit 206 
Beaverton, OR 

3t1/2012 
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Moore-Love, Karla 

From: KatieAbbott [kpabbott@gmail.com] 

Sent: Thursday, March 01,2012 11 24 AltA 

To: Moore-Love, Karla 

Cc: Clarke, Cary 

Subject: Case # LU 1 '1-1 87799 CU - Portland Playhouse 

Ms. Moore, 

I am writing in regards to Case # LU I 1-187799 CU. I live approxirnately a rnile frorn the 
Playhouse's location in Northeast Portland and have attended plays there. The Playhouse 
presetrts unique ancl culturally eclucational plays, wliich greatly add to the community. I truly 
believe the work the Playhouse does is a great service to the comrnunity and I strongly urge you 
to allow them to continue to serve the neighborhood and the wider community from their 
location at NE Prescott ancl 6th Ave. 

Respectfully, 
I(athleen Abbott 

3850 N. Mississippi, Apt. A227 
Podland, OR 91227 

311/2012
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The Brother/Sister Plays 
by Tarell Alvin McCraney 

lnfluenced by Yoruban mythology, modern dance, and autobiography, 
and populated with stories of sacrifice, heartache, and laughter, this 
award-winning trilogy has been hailed as: 

"the greatest piece of writing by an American playwright under 30" 
- The Chicago Tribune 
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Urban League, Creative Advocacy Network; as well as the 
King, Sabin, and Humboldt Neighborhood Associations. Your 
voice makes a difference! Please attend this meeting, or 
write City Council and advocate on behalf of Portland 
Playhouse. 

We believe that the programming and vision of Portland 
Playhouse falls into line with the mission of the Urban League, 
whose mission is to empower African Americans and others to 
achieve social and economic equity and justice. 
-Midge Purcell, Director of Advocacy and Public Policy, Urban 
League of Poftland 

Portland Playhouse contributes significantly to the cultural and 
social experience of King residenfs. lt would be a striking /oss 
to our community if it was denied the opportunity to continue 
operating out of the old church building. 
-Alan Silver, Chair of the King Neighborhood Association 

It is their place in the neighborhood as much as the quality of 
their work that impressed the panel reviewers who 
recommended this theater company for a grant. Because they 
saw that the two were intertwined, the work needing to be done 
in the neighborhood and presented there, with the 
neighborhood giving rise to the work. 
-Kimberly Howard, Trust Manager, Oregon Cultural Trust 

3/1t2012 
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Gity Hall (1221SW 4th Avenue, Portland, OR 97204), and voice 
your support for Portland Playhouse to continue as a vital and 
necessary resource for arts in the King Neighborhood. 

Our nine-month application process culminated last month when 
the Bureau of Development Services (BDS) denied Portland 
Playhouse's request to perform plays in the historic church building 
on NE Prescott and 6th. The Bureau stated "theater" can only be 
defined as a "Commercial, Retail Sales" operation, not as 
"Community Service," and is therefore forbidden in a residential­
zoned building. The King Neighborhood Association has appealed 
BDS's decision on behalf of Portland Playhouse to City Council. 

WHAT CAN YOU DO? 
Attend the City Council Hearing TOMORROW (March 1st) 
E-mail the City Commissioners 
Please direct letters and emails to Council members through 
the Council Clerk, Karla Moore at karla.moore­
love@portlandoregon.gov. Please include case # (LU 1 1­
187799 CU) and your street address, and cc Portland's Art and 
Culture Director: Cary Clark 
at cary.clarke@po rtla ndoregon. gov 

PARKING ISSUES have been addressed, and no negative 
feedback or testimony was presented at the BDS Hearing. 
The only remaining issue involves the classification of Portland 
Playhouse's activities and application to formally designate 602 
NE Prescott St. as a Neighborhood Art Center. The City 
Council will be voting whether this Neighborhood Art Center 
can be classified as "Community Service" and therefore an 
allowed use, or whether it is a "Commercial, Retail Sales" 
activity and not allowed by Portland Zoning Code. 

Portland Playhouse has been strongly endorsed by many 
organizations, including RACC, Oregon Cultural Trust, The 

31112012 
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Moore-Love, Karla 

From: ralphbaird [runrhinorun@yahoo.com]
 

Sent: Thursday, March 01, 2012 '10:38 AM
 

To: Moore-Love, Karla 

Cc: Clarke, Cary 

Subject: Fw: CASE # LU '1 1-1}77gg CU Fw: TOMORROW Save the Playhouse at City Council 

THE BAIRD'S STRONGLY SUPPORT THE CONTINUED USE OF ''THE OLD CHURCH'' 
FOR VITAL PLAYS THAT REPRESENT THE INTEREST OF THE COMMUNITY AND 
PRESENTED BY PORTLAND PLAYHOUSE AND IS AN EXCELLENT USE OF THE 
RXISTING FACILITY. 

THE BAIRD'S
 
5OI NE BRIDGETON RD
 
PORTLAND, OR 97211
 

----- Forwarded Message -----
From : Portland Playhouse <info@portlandplayhouse.org> 
To: ru nrhinorun@yahoo.com 
Sent: Wednesday, February 29,2012 2:01 PM 
Subject: TOMORROW Save the Playhouse at City Council 

Having trouble viewing this email? Click here 

FãRT 
LFIND 

ñhËH 

^^^^414^4^^4^^^^^^^^^4 ^^^4^^4^^^^^^^4^^^ 

Ult¡mate Fate of the "church" will 
be decided TOMORROW 

Dear Ralph, 

We urgently ask community supporters and arts enthusiasts to attend 
the City Council meeting TOMORROW, March 1st at 3:30pm at 

31112012 
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that it can continue to be a complete neighborhood arts center and continue its good works in Northeast/North Portland and 
beyond, 

Thank you! 

Aija G. Kanbergs 
2811 N. Russet St., Portland OR97277 

3/112012
 



Page I of2 

Moore-Love, Karla 

From: Aija Gundega [aijagundega@hotmail.com] 

Sent: Thursday, March 01 , 2012 10:48 AM 

To: Moore-Love, Karla 

Subject: [Approved Sender] Case # LU11-1B77Sg CU Portland Playhouse RESENDING 

Hi, sorry, I didn't have the case number the first time. Thanks. - Aija Kanbergs, 2811 N. Russet St., 
Portland 97217, 503-777 -IL}B 

From : aijagundega@hotmail.com 
To: karla.moore-love@poftlandoregon.gov 
CC: ca ry,clarke@ portla ndoregon,gov 
Subject: Portland Playhouse zoning petition, Council meeting agenda March lst, 2012 
Date; Wed, 27 Feb 2072 2I:03:48 -0800 

Dear City Council members - I strongly urge you to approve the petition of Portland Playhouse, being 
brought before the Council on March lst by the King Neighborhood Association, to allow Portland 
Playhouse to operate in its home at 602 NE Prescott St. as a neighborhood afts center, including being 
able to present theater performances at that location. 

There seems to be no negative feedback to the proposal, which was turned down, it would appear, on a 
technicality which defines theater as a "commercial, sales" enterprise and not as a community 
service. Issues of impact on the surrounding neighborhood, such as parking, have been addressed to 
everyone's satisfaction. 

I am a retired librarian who moved here from the rich cultural center of the San Francisco Bay Area in 
2009. Poftland Playhouse is not only the best theater in town, it's an amazing community resource. Itls 
an organization that really walks its talk. Not only is it a non-profit with subsidized, really affordable 
theater admission, it has consistently reached out to a diverse and often underserved community. The 
annual high school Shakespeare project, which culminates in student performances in a "real" downtown 
theater, is breathtakingly wondeful, and it includes schools from many areas and socio-economic strata 
of Portland, not just the so-called "good" schools. 

I first became aware of Potland Playhouse when I noticed that someone was actually putting on a 
production of an August Wilson play here ("Radio Golf")! August Wilson is one of the greatest American 
playwrights of the 20th century, and here were two white guys and their theater group/ working with 
African American actors and directors to stage a play about gentrification of African American 
neighborhoods. I was impressed, and immediately subscribed to the upcoming season. Since then, 
Portland Playhouse has collaborated in producing two more of Wilson's plays, and will shortly be 
presenting the Brother/Sister Plays by the exciting young African-American playwright Tarell Alvin 
McCraney. 

If you've ever attended a Poftland Playhouse performance, then you know that it's like going to a 
gathering of friends. There is a wondedully informal and totally unpretentious atmosphere - we are not 
here just to be entertained, we are here to learn and think and experience together. The intimate 
setting of the theater space in the old church is a vital pad of that experience. 

In my retirement, I'm trying to help others as much as I can given my modest means, and I usually give 
to the basics: food, shelter, healthcare. Until I got to know Portland Playhouse, I had never given a 

donation to any ats organization (plenty of rich biddies to support the theater, I always figured!). In the 
last year, I've opened not only my heaft, but my wallet as well. This is an organization worthy of 
support. 

Please give Potland Playhouse its neighborhood home back in the old church at 602 NE Russet Street, so 

3/112012 
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Moore-Love, Karla 

From: Dan Fahrbach [dfahrbach@hotmail.com] 
Sent: Thursday, March 01,2012 10:33 AM 

To: Moore-Love, Karla 

Cc: cary.clark@portlandoregon.gov 

Subject: LU 11-187799 CU 

Hello, 

i am writing in strong support of allowing Portland Playhouse to use the Prescott building as its home 
theater. Personally, I offer two reasons: 
1, I can walk to the theater. This is a huge neighborhood benefit for my family, and obviously bears on 
the parking issue. 

2. More impotantly, Poftland Playhouse should stay in the NE neighborhood because the theater there 
improves equíty in Poftland. 
Theater is a powerful way for people to hear their stories told, acknowledged and authenticated. PP 
appears dedicated to telling diverse stories, and so PP should be allowed to present their productions in 
the most diverse neighborhood in Portland. 

Location matters! I saw two August Wilson productions by PP at the two locations--"Ma Rainy" at the 
Prescott building and "Gem of the Ocean" downtown at the World Trade Center. What a difference! "Ma 
Rainey" was as good and alive as anything I've seen (I have been lucky enough to see all ten Wilson 
plays mostly on Broadway in NY). However, the theater location for "Gem" seemed rob the play of 
power. Instead of being a living thing like Ma Rainey, the play felt more like an aftifact, if that makes 
sense. There was definitely less audience conversation in the hallways afterwards. 

So please do the common sense thing and allow Portland Playhouse to use the Prescott Street location, 
That location is the right size, the right style of place, and the right place in Portland. Portland Playhouse 
has demonstrated its commitment to diverse theater and extremely high quality productions, especially in 
its long-term commitment to August Wilson's profound meditation on the African-American experience, 
What an unnecessary setback in Portland's aims to reduce inequity denying the necessary exemptions 
would be! 

Dan Fahrbach 

311t2012 
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Moore-Love, Karla 

From: Margaret Gunn [Margaret.Gunn@educationnorthwest.org] 
Sent: Thursday, March 01 , 2012 '10:15 AM 

To: Moore-Love, Karla 

Cc: Clarke, Cary 

Subject: LU1-187799 

lmportance: High 

COUNÏY CLERK: PLEASE ENTER THIS COMMENT INTO THE RECORD AND FORWARD IT To THE CITY
 
COMMISIONERS FOR THE HEARING TODAY, MARCH ]., 3PM
 
LU'l_-187799
 

Regarding case # LU lt-t87799, approvalto allow Portland Playhouse to perform as a working theatre in 

the historic church building on NE Prescott and 6th, I am writing in support of allowing the portland 
Playhouse to stay in its present location, to continue to perform plays and otherfunctions relating to 
theír theatrical efforts, and be designated a "Community Service." My reasons are reflected below. 

I have attended many plays at this venue and found them to be of the highest quality and involving 
actors and authors of diverse ethnic backgrounds. 
Portland Playhouse artistic presentations reward this theater company's audiences with extremely 
authentic and valuable artistic exposure and experience. 

I have attended other community activities at this venue. The Portland Playhouse has comfortably 
shared the space provided bythe historic church and has proved flexible with regard to the use of space 
to accommodate other groups . The fact that there is theater activity taking place has not inhibited or 
prevented other community activities to be offered. 

Research tells us, and the new Portland Plan supports the concept, that a neighborhood thrives when 
there is a balance of services and resources (technical, artistic, domestic, and commercial)located within 
itsboundariesandwithina20minuteorlesswalkorcommute. Thepresenceoftheportlandplayhouse 
has helped to provide that balance. ln fact, there are few theatrical spaces actively producing work in 
the Northeast sector of our city. Portland Playhouse is an especially wonderful opportunity for 
constituents of King, Sabin, and lrvington neighborhoods-all within walking distance. 

ln my experience, the staff of the Portland Playhouse is extremely capable in the management of the 
theater. Staff members are courteous, personable, informative, and generous. They promote their 
productions with maturity and professionalism, despite their limited financial resources. The building 
offers ample room for audiences to mingle before, during intermission, and after performances without 
any impact on immediate neighborhood. I have never experienced any chaos or undo noise ín exiting a 

performance. As the building is already designated appropriate for community center activities, I do not 
think theater activíties would create any more parking impacts than other community gatherings 
would. lf it were still a church, the same parking issues would apply. lndeed, because of its proximity to 
the residential neighborhoods in NE, many theater-goes might be walking to the theater rather than 
driving. 

Portland Playhouse has been listed by the Willamette Week as one of the organizations worthy of 
receíving public donation as part of their "year end giving campaign" to deserving non-profits. Local 

3/1120t2 
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businesses have been generous, throughout the year, to donate items for its various productions. 

I understand that the zoning code deems a theater as a "commercial" venture and should therefore be restricted to similarly 
zoned areas. However, it is my belief, that because this theater is of such small scale, maintains a modest profile, utilizes a 

building that is not altered by its activity, and provides such a strong and positive culturalcontribution to the balance of 
neighborhood resources, a variance should be made in this case to allow it to continue its activities in this location designated as 

a "Community Service." 

Margaret Gunn 

5344 SE 34th Avenue 
Portland, Oregon 97202 
503-774-1.661. 

31y2012 
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Moore-Love, Karla 

From: squishypeanutduck@gmail.com on behalf of Peanutduck [peanutduck@ooglenoogle.com] 
Sent: Thursday, March 01, 2012 9:39 AM 

To: Moore-Love, Karla 

Cc: Clarke, Cary 

Subject: Portland Playhouse, case no (LU 11-187799 CU) 

Dear Commissioners, 

I write to request that you recousider your zoning decision that prevents Portland Playhouse frorn 
operating out of its theatre space, "The Church", in the King neighborhood. 

Portland Playhouse is one of the few perfonning arts spaces in this neighborhood and the sole 
fesident theatre company. The other rnajor spaces are currently IFCC at Interstate and 
Killingsworth and one even furlher nofih. Conversely, downtown and SE are packed with 
performing spaces. What about this neighborhood with its unique population? Please let it 
grow. Along with the retail "improvetnents" of Alberta, Mississippi, and Williams, we need to 
build the afts here. We need to keep this community space. 

PP is also the sole company in this area cornrrritted to producing at least one play by a rninority 
artist each year. This is rare in Porlland and something the minority comnunity in this area has 
responded eagerly to. The Playhouse works tirelessly to incorporate the neighborhood into its 
company. It has worked with local Jefferson High School students each year, in addition to other 
schools in Portland and Vancouver. It reaches out to the minority agencies all over Portland. 
Tliis theatre space is needed in this area. 

You're right - the company does sell sornething, but it is hardly a retail space. The space itself is 
unobtrusive - it's an old church. From the outside it isn't obvious that it's a theatre; in fact, a 
school operates out of it. The only tirne there is traffic comparable to that of a retail store is 
during its performances. It is rny understanding that the parking issues related to the 
perfonnances have been resolved. 

The space itself is unique ancl unlike any performance space in Portland. The fact that it's a 
church and almost a theatre in disguise is wonderful, Unlike most perfolmance venues, it is a 
part of the neighborhood. It belongs to everyone. And that is the spirit of the Playhouse. 

Portland Playhouse has been in this neighborhood for over 4 years. The loss of this arts space 
would leave a hole previously filled by wonderful theatre and a community brought together by 
the arts. I arn only a resident of this neighborhood and an audience member. If my voice isn't 
loud enough to listen to, then at least listen to the voices of the community leaders who know the 
history of this neighborhood and its people and support this company's vision. 

Sincerely, 

theresa hernandez 
4135 N Vancouver 

31112012 
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Moore-Love, Karla 

From: 
Sent: 

Maggie McOmie [magpipe@mac.com]
Thursday, March 01,2012 9:35 AM 

To: Moore-Love, Karla 
Cc: Clarke, Cary 
Subject: PORTLAND PLAYHOUSE 

Dear Folks,
 
I live in the adjacent Vernon neighborhood to the Portland Playhouse.
 
I have attended most of their productions and really enjoyed WALKING to them.
 

I urge you to grant them their permit. For those of us in their area we want them to have a long and healthy
 
stay in our community.
 

They are a COMMUNITY SERVICE, offering workshops for kids and others, and providing live drama for a
 
lively neighborhood.
 

Do the right thing!l! 

Thank You, 

Maggie McOmie 
1304 NE Jarrett Street 
Poftland 972LL 



Page I of I 

From: Helen Gundlach [helen@spiritone.com] 

Sent: Thursday, March 01,2012 9:04 AM 

To: Moore-Love, Karla 

Cc: Clarke, Cary 

Subject: Letter of support for case # (LU 1 1-182799 CU) 

lmportance: High 

Attachments: Portland Playhouse protest letter 3.1 .12.pdf 

Dear Ms. Moore, 

I am pleased to present a letter of support for Portland Playhouse that I would like delivered to each City 
Commissioner. lt is attached is pdf form. -Thanks, Helen 

Helen Gundlach 
2024 SW Howards Way #203 
Portland, OR 97201. 

H: 503.223.9042 / W: 503.535.3594 / C: 503.334.88L5 

3/1/2012
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March 1, 2012 

City Commissioner Amanda Fritz 
City Commissioner Nick Fish 
City Commissioner Dan Saltzman 
City Commissioner Randy Leonard 

Dear Commissioners: 

I am writing on behalf of Portland Playhouse's appeal to present their work at their 
home theatre, the historic church on NE Preston & oth: # (LU 11-1877gg cu). I 

have attended many of their productions over the years, and I have been 
impressed with the quality and depth of the performances. They have quickly 
gained the theatre establishment's notice with their work. ln particular, they have 
won great acclaim and recognition for their productions of August Wilson, the 
Pulitzer prize-winning playwright who is acknowledged as the preeminent African 
American playwright of the 2Oth Century. 

I do not agree with the Bureau of Development Services ruling that stated "theater" 
is a "Commercial, Retail Sales" operation and not "Community Service." Are they
insane? Portland Playhouse, like the historic church they perform in, is not a 
commercial enterprise and should not be defined as such. What about Portland 
Actors Conservatory on SW Montgomery? They are located in a residential zone 
and hold performances without incident. This legal challenge is an embarrassment 
to a city that promotes itself as supporting the creative class. 

I am hoping that the esteemed members of Portland City's Council will recognize 
that they can rectify this unfortunate situation if only to align with the recent 
announcement in The Oregonian about the City of Portland's intent to increase 
racial diversity in all non-profit organizations in Portland. An important first step in 
that direction would be to allow Portland's most racially diverse theatre company-
Portland Playhouse-to reclaim the Historic Church as their home, so that they can 
continue their work. I can assure you that all of us will be the beneficiary of this 
outcome. 

Sincerely, 
^ ./\

*'4t¡ , . --1 i i;( {ui¿'Lr--* L 
: 

\1Å-*.".-/' -\,/, 

Helen Gundlach 
Proud Subscriber to Portland Playhouse 

20?4 SW llow¿lrtJs W;ìy /¡2-0^3 ' Portland, Otl. 97201 . 503"22"ì"91t42/C: 5û3.334.881.:ì * hr¡lcn(Ospiritoner.cc¡ryr 



Page I of- 1 

Moore-Love, Karla 

From: JackCastleIack_books@yahoo.com] 

Sent: Thursday, March 01 , 2012 B:52 AM 

To: Moore-Love, Karla 

Cc: Clarke, Cary 

Subject: Portland Playhouse 

Hello Portland City Council members, 
I'm writing today on behalf of the Portland Playhouse's case #LU 1I-IB77gg.I live at 4317 

NE 7th Ave, right around the corner from the playhouse. I've seen several plays there, and I 
have enjoyed living so close, as I can walk over to the show. I am a Company Member at 
DoJump Extremly Physical theatre, another theatre very near to a residential area. Do Jump
has become a cornerstone of ít's SE neighborhood, providing a meeting point for neighbors,
families, and friends to interact with art and each other for the last 35 years. Having a 
theatre right near your home is a vital community service. It provides a place to connect 
with art and new ideas, to connect with neighbors and friends, to connect with new ways of 
seeing yourself and the world. Please approve the Portland Playhouse's case to be 
considered a community service, so that they can keep operating out of the Church. So that 
I, and my neighbors, can keep walking around the corner to see great art, and to meet each 
other, 

Thank you, 
Jack StockLynn 

3lt/2012 
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Moore-Lov^e, Karla 

From: szickefoose [szickefoose@comcast.net] 

Sent: Thursday, March 01,2012 B:14 AM 

To: Moore-Love, Karla 

Cc: ary.clarke@portlandoregon.gov 

Subject: case # (LU 1 1-187799 CU) 

To The Portland City Council 

I am writing on behalf of The Portland Playhouse being allowed to continue to carry out its mission in 
the King Neighborhood. Yes it is a theater--but it is also much more. lt has brought first class theater to 
Portland and established itself in an area too often ignored by Portland's Art Community. lt has 
produced work by some of America's finest playwrights (who happen to be African American) who also 
have too often been ignored by Portland's more established Art Community. lt has done this in a setting 
that encourages the local community to discover powerful works of art while it invites the community to 
be a part of the theater. 

To wit: One Sunday afternoon while at the Portland Playhouse waiting for a play to begin , I noticed 
some children from the neighborhood peeking in the door to see what was going on. There were a few 
empty seats available--so the house manager asked if the children would like to come in and see the 
play. The children had to run home to check with their mom to make sure it was ok. The play was 
delayed for them to get back. Their mother approved and 5 children were introduced to a beautiful 
piece of theater. They stayed the whole time and were mesmerized. When they left they asked lots of 
questions that were warmly welcomed. When they skipped off down the street afterward it was clear 
that they had had a meaningful experience. This ís not the sort of thíng that happens in 'a retail 
establishment' that exists only for commercial gain. lt is the kind of success any community arts center 
would be happy to duplicate. 

The Portland Playhouse is an important and valuable asset to the King Community and to Portland. lt 
should be encouraged. And it should be applauded. lt should be allowed to get on with its work right 
where it is, in the church, in the King neighborhood. Please do whatever is required to approve their 
petition to stay in the Kíng Neighborhood in the old church. 

Sandra Zickefoose 
8056 SW 4th Ave 
Portland, Or 97219 

3/1/2012
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Moore-Love, Karla 

From: John Servilio Iservilio@hotmail.com] 
Sent: Thursday, March 01,2012 6:53 AM 

To: Moore-Love, Karla 

Cc: Clarke, Cary 

Subject: Please forward to City Council Members: case # (LU 1 1-i SZ799 CU) 

Dear City Commissioners/Council Members: 

I am writing in suppott of Podland Playhouse and their abiliÇ to keep The Church space on NE Prescott, 
While I don't live in the neighborhood, I have been attending their peformances since before I moved to 
Podland and they were one of the reasons I decided to move. 

They produce some of the highest quality and most culturally diverse plays around town and it would be 
tragic for them to lose this space and potentially their ability to find another. 

I ask you to please allow them to stay. 

Thanks very much for your consideration, 
John Servilio 
735 SW St, Clair Ave. 
No. 801 
Poftland, OR 97205 

31v2012 
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Moore-Love, Karla 

From: 
Sent: 

Martin Pedersen [martinpedersenST@msn.com]
Wednesday, February 29,2012 9:'13 PM 

To: Moore-Love, Karla 
Cc: Clarke, Cary 
Subject: Portland Playbouse 

Please reconsider the BDS rullng and designate the church as a community service. Portland Playhouse is an 
impoftant part of our communiÇ. I believe that the works of art that they present (which represent the 
commun¡ty they are in,veterans, people of color, HIV victims,) are certainly more aligned with community 
service/ as opposed to retail or commercial space like a food cart, coffee shop or a boutique. 
tt-r87799 
Than you for your time. 
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From: chad sullivan [pdxchad@gmail.com] 

Sent: Wednesday, February 29,2012 9:01 PM 

To: Moore-Love, Karla 

Cc: Clarke, Cary 

Subject: support portland playhousel case # (LU 1 1-187799 CU) 

Dear Karla, 

Please tell th<: Commissioners that my farnily, friends, ar-rd I live in North Portland and strongly 
support Portland Playhouse and we vote! 
The courrcil needs to decicle to classify the Playhouse as a neighborhood arl center so it can 
contiuue to perfonn in the neighborhood church building and continue serving a vital community 
interest. 

Thank you, 
Chad Sullivan 

3lU20t2 
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Moore-Love, Karla 

From: Chris-Jones[cwpj@comcast.net] 

Sent: Wednesday, February 25,2012 B:53 PM 

To: info@portlandplayhouse.org; Moore-Love, Karla 

Subject: Re: TOMORROW Save the Playhouse at City Council 

Case # (LU 11-187799 CU) 
We are enthusiastic supporters of theater in North/Northeast Portland. This building is a wonderful 
theater. There was no parking issue when this was a church what is the issue now? 
Chris Poole-Jones 
cwpj@comcast.net 

3/112012
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Moore-Love, Karla 

From: Harold & Gloria Nussbaum [ghnuss@teleport.com] 

Sent: Wednesday, February 29,2012 B:37 PM 

To; Moore-Love, Karla 

Cc: Clarke, Cary 

Subject: Portland Playhouse 

Dear Ms. Moore-Love and Council members, 

The Porlland Playliouse (case # (LU-187799CU) is a vital part of NE Portland generally and the 
King Neighborhood specif,rcally. They are doing wonderful work and are a critical elernent in 
revitalizing that part of the city. They are most definitely a Comrnunity Service and have been 
strongly endorsed by many of the groups who benefit from their presence. 

To quote Alan Silver, Chair of the King Neighborhood Association:
 
"Portland Playhouse contributes significantly to the cultural and social experience of
 
King residents. lt would be a striking /oss to our community if it was denied the
 
opportun¡ty to continue operating out of the old church building."
 

Having attended several perfonnances there, we can attest to Porlland Playhouse's worth and 
value. 

We strongly request that each of you vote in favor of allowing this worlhwhile and thriving 
organization to continue to contribute to the community and city by designating it as a 

Community Service. This is the right thing to do! 

Sincerely, 
Gloria & Harold Nussbaum 
870 NW 178 Ave 
Beaverton OR 97006 

3/112012
 

mailto:ghnuss@teleport.com
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Moore-Love, Karla 

From: scriptchik@comcast.net 

Sent: Wednesday, February 29, 2012 B:12 PM 

To: Moore-Love, Karla 

Cc: Clarke, Cary 

Subject: Portland Playhouse 

Case #LU 11-187799 CU 
To the Portland City Council: 
I am writing to to voice my support for allowing Portland Playhouse to continue to 
function as a theater in the King Neighborhood. By providing great art by diverse 
playwrights, the theater draws folks from the surrounding area as well as from the west 
side. On show nights there's a genial mixing of cultures, something that might not 
happen elsewhere. This diversity is something to be preserved and continued. 

The playhouse also provides education in the theater arts to the community during the 
summers. This is a great opportunity for the kids in the neighborhood. 

Portland Playhouse strives to be a good neighbor and has the support of the 
community. lnstead of an empty building, it's a thriving community place. lt's a win-win 
to keep Podland Playhouse in this space. 

Thank you, 
Jennifer Lakey 
scriptchi k@comcast. net 
4344 SW 34th Ave. 
Portland, OR 97239 

31112012 

mailto:scriptchik@comcast.net
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Moore-Love, Karla 

From: t.new@comcast.net 

Sent: Wednesday, February 29,2012 B:04 PM 

To: Moore-Love, Karla 

Cc: cary.clark@portlandoregon.gov 

Subject: Portland Playhouse 

case # (LU 11-187799 CU) 

4025 SW Nehalem Ct, Portland, Oregon 

Please allow Portland Playhouse to use the church as their home. They are a 
great theater group that does fantastic work. They are an appropriate user of 
the church and add vitality and richness to the neighborhood. 

Terry New 

3/1t2012 

mailto:cary.clark@portlandoregon.gov
mailto:t.new@comcast.net
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Moore-Lov-e, Karla 

From: John Eddy Hall fieh@jehall.net] 

Sent: Wednesday, February 29,2012 5:58 PM 

To: Moore-Love, Karla 

Cc: cary.clark@portlandoregon.gov 

Subject: Portland Playhouse 

To the Honorable Portland Mayor and City Councilors, 

My name is .lohn E l-Iall. I reside at 2826 SE Pheasant Way, Greslram OR, 97080. I work in North Portland at 
3800 N lrrterstate Ave, Portland OR,91221 . 

I am a season subscriber with the Portlancl Playhouse. And I respectfully submit, f'or council consideration, rny plea 
in support of the King Neighborhood Association's appeal of the Bureau of Development Services'finding that the 
Portland Playhouse use ol'the historic church building at NE Prescott and NE 6th is a "Cornmercial, Retail Sales" 
operation and not a "Cornmunity Selvice". 

I was drawn to attend Portland Playhouse perfonnances because of their staging of The Pittsburgh Cycle of plays by 
the reuowned Atnerican playwright, August Wilso¡1. Those plays, each set in a difÏèrent decade in the sarne 
location, depict aspects of the Africau-American experience in the twentieth century. Through those plays, and 
others, the Portland Playhouse has provided African-American actors and dramatic artists frorn Portland the 
opportunity to express those experieDccs to the srnall number of us who are fortunate to attend their performances. 
This is empowennent and enrichrnent through culture and art. And our community is strengthened by the 
experience. 

I can attest that it is an itrtimate and highly inter-personal experience to atteÍìd Portland Playhouse perfonnances. 
You meet the artistic director and other theater board rnernbers at the door. They serve you refreshments. And, they 
discuss their commitment to their neighborhood and to their artistic goals. Those goals are framed by their location 
and the irnrnediate community they serue. They labor from their heafts. Portland Playhouse is an enterprise in 
pursuit of artislic riches. 

Please vote to classify the Neighborhood Art Center in the historic churoh building at 602 NE Prescott St as the 
"Community Service" that it truely is. Please allow this Portland Playhouse experience to continue in that srnall, 
intirnate space. 

Sincerely, 

jeh 

John Eddy Hall 
2826 SE Pheasant Way 
Gresham, OR 97080 

503-661-0711 
jeh@ehall.net 

3/1120t2 

mailto:jeh@ehall.net
mailto:cary.clark@portlandoregon.gov
mailto:fieh@jehall.net


Moore-Love, Karla 

From: 
Sent: 

Becky Larson Iblarson@pacifier.com]
Wednesday, February 29,2012 5:34 PM 

To: Moore-Love, Karla 
Cc: Clarke, Cary 
Subject: Portland Playhouse 

To whom it may concern: 

Re: Case #LU 11-187799 CU 

My addressi 3222 N.E. 52nd Ave, Portland, OR, 972L3 

It would be unconscionable for Portland Playhouse to not receive all rights of a Community Service 
organization. They are the very definition of community service. 

Please considerthis--my husband was unemployed for 3g.UZ years. Priorto the layoff we were avid patrons 
of theater, dance, and other arts. 
During the time of unemployment all we could afford was Portland Playhouse, the other venues being much 
too expensive. THAT is Community Service. Since he has been back at work we have purchased season tickets 
to the Playhouse. That, too, is communiÇ service. That is what makes a true community, all working for the 
betterment of others. 

Portland Playhouse has also contributed greatly to the King community and there is much support for the 
Playhouse from King, 

Please do the right thing by designating Portland Playhouse a Community Service organization. 

Becky & Jim Larson 
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Moore-Lo_ve, Karla 

Sent: Wednesday, February 29,2012 5:25 PM 

To: Clarke, Cary 

Cc: Moore-Love, Karla 

Subject: Support for Portland Playhouse 

I.adics, 

Along with lnany organizations and three neighborhood associations, I'm urging the City Council to permit Portland 
l'layhouse to be designated as a Community Center. 

I've attended performances of this theatre and found them to be of the highest quality. Their presence in this 
neighborhood provides its citizens with the opportunity to see excellent theatre. It would be a loss to this comrnunity 
if the theatre is not allowed back into the neighborhood, 

Joan Grover 

2024 SW Iìowards Way #401 
I'ortland, 9720 I 

3/112012
 



Moore-Love, Karla 

From: 
Sent: 

Paul and Alice Meyer [paulalice@comcast.net]
Wednesday, February 25,2012 5:06 PM 

To: Moore-Love, Karla 
Cc: Clarke, Cary 
Subject: Portland Playhouse aka (LU1 1-187799 CU) 

Dear Ms. Moore: Will you kindly convey the following email to those addressed below. 

Dear Mayor Adams and Members of the City Council: 

We write as regular theatre goers in Portland - who are also long-time season ticket holders to series after 
series of dance and music performances of all descriptions, as well as lectures, The audiences in all these 
venues by and large look just like us: usually younger, a little gray and totally white. 

By its choice of well-performed dramatic vehicles as well as its choice of a conveniently located venue, 
Poftland Playhouse offers this city a unique opportunity, as well as a service to the communiÇ, nowhere else 
to be found to our knowledge: the audience is much younger than we and definitely not all white. 

We hope you agree and grant whatever permitting the Playhouse needs to carry on its mission as they have 
conceived it. 

Yours sincerely, 

Paul and Alice Meyer 
1325 SW Myrtle Drive 
Poftland OR 97201 
503-295-6474 
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Moore-Love, Karla 

From: Rasmussen, William [william.rasmussen@millernash.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, February 29,2012 4:37 PM 

To: Moore-Love, Karla 

Cc: brian@portlandplayhouse,org; hedda.lee@gmail.com 

Subject: Playhouse Written Testimony (LU Case # 11-187799; HO Case # 411OOJ4) 

Attachments:	 PDXDOCS-#1959148-v2-Playhouse_Written_Testimony_to_Council.pdf; NW.Community.Center.Decision.pdf; 
1 992. Decision. pdf; 1 993. Decision.pdf; 201 0. Decision. pdf 

Hi Karla, 

Attached is written testimony from the applicant for the Playhouse hearing tomorrow. 

Would you please confirm that you received this and will distribute the attached testimony to the 
Council members? 

Tha nks, 

W¡II 

Wiltiam L. Rasmussen 
Mrr,r,nn Nasu np 
3400 U.S. Bancorp Tower I I I I S.W. Fifth Avenue I Portland, Oregon97204 
Direct: 503-205-2308 | O./fice: 503-224-5858 | Fax:503-224-0155 
will iam.rasrnussenl¿Drnillernash. com l www. millernash. com 
Plectse consider the environment before printing this e-mctil. 

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTICE: This e-mail message may contain conf,rdential or privileged 
information. If you have received this message by rnistake, please do not review, disclose, copy, 
or distribute the e-rnail. Instead, please notify us imrnecliately by replying to this message or 
telephoning us. Thank you. 
IRS CIRCULAR 230 NOTICE: Unless specifically designated therein, any advice that may be 
expressed above (including in any attachments) as to tax matters was neither written nor intended 
by the sender or Miller Nash LLP to be used ancl cannot be used by you or anyotle else for (i) the 
purpose of avoicling tax penalties that may be irnposed under the United States lnternal Revenue 
Code or (ii) prornoting, tnarketing or recommencling to another party any transaction, plan or 
arrangement. Each taxpayer should seek advice from their own independent tax adviser, based 
on the taxpayer's parlicular circumstances. 

2t29/2012 
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From: GeorgeWright[georgec3pub@comcast.net] 

Sent: Wednesday, February 29,2012 4:00 PM 

To: Moore-Love, Karla 

Gc: Clarke, Öary 

Subject: Portland Playhouse 

Karla Moore and Cary Clarke: Please fonruard my email to City Council 
members who are considering the fate of the Portland Playhouse. Thank 
you, George Wright 

To the Portland City Commissioners 

RE: Retain Portland Playhouse, check out the Bureau's semantics, 
then reverse the decision. lt is the right thing to do. 

First, I am disappointed to learn that the application to the Bureau of 
Development Services for the Portland Playhouse to continue to use a King 
neighborhood historic building to provide a cultural presence has been 
denied. lf anything, the city should be encouraging more arts and culture 
activities; it is so vital to a healthy Portland. 

Secondly, it appears that the denial stems from the use of the word 
"theater", which can only be defined as a "Commercial, Retail Sales" 
operation, not as "Community Service," and is therefore forbidden in a 
residential-zoned building. I have attended a number of community-based 
theater group performances in neighborhoods, some in old churches. So it 
seems that we are looking only at a "language" issue. lf that is the case, 
please give the Portland Playhouse another term they can use. The King 
Neighborhood Association itself has appealed BDS's decision on behalf of 
Portland Playhouse to the City Council. 

Lastly, all party's but the Bureau seem to approve of the presence of this 
arts body in the King neighborhood. Please work on a solution. The last 
thing we need to be doing is tearing down when we can rework policies, 
and come up with a special amended permit that would not override rules 
that may have an important purpose but are roadblocks if used without 
regard for the community good. 

I urge you to reverse this decision and direct the Bureau of Development 
Services to come up with a solution. Remember, it is more fun to find a way 
to make something work than to tear it down. 

212912012 

mailto:GeorgeWright[georgec3pub@comcast.net


Portlar-rd Playhouse Page 2 of 2
 

Sincerely,
 
George Wright
 
3495 NW Thurman St.
 
Portland, OR 97210
 

212912012 
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Moore-Love, Karla 

From: Jenny Newbry Waters Inewbry@gmail.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, February 29,2012 3:56 PM 

To: Moore-Love, Karla 

Cc: Clarke, Cary 

Subject: Letter of Support for Portland Playhouse at The Church 

To the Council Members deciding the fate of "The Church" for Portland Playhouse: 

(Casc nurnber LU I l-l 87799 Cl.J) 

My name is Jenny Newbry Waters and I have been an audience member at Portland Playhouse 
since January 2010. I also teach Voice to the Portland Playhouse Apprentices. I am an actor and 
teacher with a BA from the College of Idaho and an MFA from Florida Atlantic Univelsity. 

I cannot stress strongly enough how vital I believe The Church is for both the King 
rreighborhood ancl the arts/culture of the Portland community. The Playhouse is constantly 
creating opporlunities for people of diverse backgrounds (ethnic, racial, educational, age, 
irrterests) to meet in a comtnon place and engage in storytelling, discussion, and community. 

The Playhouse is a theatre company that puts on relevant plays of high quality. The plays are 
ambitious, diverse, and different from what any other theatre company in town is doing. 

More than just putting on plays, the Playhouse provides apprenticeship opportunities -- both for 
young actors and technical artists. The Playhouse is a professional environment that is also a 
place of learning, helping pass the torch of our craft to the next generation of theatre aúists. 

Valuing education and youth highly, the Playhouse runs a Fall Festival of Shakespeare every 
year, teaming with schools in both Oregon and Washington to put on Shakespeare plays, 
culminating in a weekend of Shakespeare where all the schools come together. I attended this 
festival last year, and it was truly magical to see high school students supporting each other, 
getting as excited about Shakespeare as they get about team sports. 

The venue of the Church is vital to all of these Playhouse activities. Portland Playhouse is doing 
good things -- they are constantly recognizedby The Oregonian for the quality and richness of 
their work, and they are a rising star in the Portland theatre community. They will only do good 
for the Portland community. Please allow thern to continue calling The Church their home. 

Sincerely, 
Jenny Newbry Waters 
inewbr)¡@gmail.com 
www j enn)znewbr)¡waters. com 

Residence Address: 
6s14 SE sTrh Pl. 
Portlarrd, OR 97206 

2129120t2 

mailto:inewbr)�@gmail.com
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Moore-Love, Karla 

From: Byron Rendar[byronr@easystreet.net] 

Sent: Wednesday, February 29,2012 3:54 PM 

To: Moore-Love, Karla 

Cc: Clarke, Cary 

Subject: in support of Portland Playhouse (LU 1 1-187799 CU) 

I arn writing to support Portland Playhouse in continuing to present plays at the NE Prescott 
Cliurch building. 

I have seen soûte wonderful plays there and enjoy the atrnosphere. The Playhouse is a welcome 
addition to our cultural scene and has been for years. 

As far as I know the issues that were raised in regald to parking and noise have been resolved. 
Porlland has a history of churches being used for concefts and plays and this usage is not 
different fiom others. BDS has ruled in a narrow and legalistic way. I am sure that the City 
Council can attach reasonable conditions, such as opening up rehearsals, offering an acting 
semittar, or other condition so that it satisfìes the cornmunity service designation. 

Byron Rendar 
3586 NE Stanton St. 
Porlland, OR 97212 

212912012 

mailto:Rendar[byronr@easystreet.net
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Sent: Wednesday, February 29,2012 3:32 PM 

To: Moore-Love, Karla 

Cc: Clarke, Cary 

Subject: Portland Playhouse / Case # LU 11-187799 CU 

Dear Ms. Moore: 
Willyou please forward my comments to the city commissioners who will be considering the above 
enumerated appeal tomorrow. 

I would like to add my voice to the others who have written and who will no doubt testify at tomorrow's 
council hearing in support of the appeal by Portland Playhouse challenging the Bureau of Developmental 
Service's decision denying the theater company's application to designate the old church at 602 NE 

Prescott Street as a Neighborhood Art Center where they could continue to produce the high caliber 
plays many of which are of particular social and cultural relevance to the King neighborhood where the 
building is located. 

It is hard for me to believe Portland city government would thwart this worthy organization's 
conditional use permit for the premises based on the notion live theater is more akin to a commercial 
retail sales than it is to community service. lf the act of bringing people from diverse backgrounds and 
various parts of the greater Portland community together in an intimate historic King neighborhood arts 
space to experience, share and discuss important societal and artistic themes found in the works of 
renown playwrights is not a community service, lam not sure what would constitute a community 
service. 

The dedicated folks at Portland Playhouse who have made such a name for themselves not only in the 
theater community but also in the neighborhood they have particularly chosen to engage are not in the 
business of making money. Clearly the old church is not a mercantile. Portland Playhouse does not 
peddle wares. lt peddles ideas and encourages creative thought and artistic development. One hopes 
the elected Portland officials will see fit to allow this great organization to continue its mission which has 
been richly supported by all who have been a part of the experience. 

January Roeschlaub 
Unit 420 
1500 SW Park 
Portland, Oregon 97201 

2/2912012
 



Moore-Love, Karla 

From: 
Sent: 

Bruce Cantwell [brucec@myenvoy.com]
Wednesday, February 29,2012 3:04 PM 

To: Moore-Love, Karla 
Cc: Clarke, Cary 
Subject: Portland Playhouse at The Church 

Hello Ms. Moore: 

I attended a peÍformance by Portland Playhouse at the Church and have to say that the experience was much 
more of a neighborhood arts event than a commercial or retail sales transaction, 

In terms of commercial theater, there's very little being done in Portland, you'd have to look at touring shows 
that play at Keller Auditorium for consistent examples, 

Portland Playhouse is a not-for-prof¡t organization and the only retail transactions conducted are the 
transactions of paying money to cover a portion of the cost of presenting a play. 

It's nice to have such high quality theater available on the Northeast side, especially one whose programming 
is as attuned to its community as this one. 

The experience of go¡ng down to the World Trade Center to catch a Portland Playhouse show just isn't the 
same, 

I trust you'll make the right decision but just wanted to weigh in on the matter. 

Take Care, 

Bruce 

Bruce Cantwell 
4B3B NE 41st Ave. 
Portland, OR 9721 1-8143 
Tel: 503.287.7862 
E-mail : brucec@myenvoy.com 

mailto:brucec@myenvoy.com


Moore-Love 

From: Kirke Wolfe [kirke@pdx.edu]

Sent: Wednesday, February 29,2012 2:57 PM
 
To: Moore-Love, Karla
 
Cc: Clarke, Cary
 
Subject: Restoring Portland Playhouse performances to King-Sabin
 

February 29,2012 

Members of the City Council, 

I am writing as a 40 year Sabin resident to urge you to grant Portland Playhouse's request to continue 
peforming plays for the 
public in their building at NE 6th and Prescott. I have attended six 
of their performances at that location and have found them to be a wonderful gift to the neighborhood. 

I happened upon the Portland Playhouse when I was out for a Sunday afternoon walk about three 
years ago. As I was going by the little old church building, I noticed a sign telling of a performance at 4 pm 
that day of a play entitled "Mauritius." The play was said to be 
about stamp collecting and there was a quote: "It's the flaws that make them valuable." 

Wondering what they would make of such unlikely material, I went in to see if tickets were still available and 
was welcomed by Brian Weaver, the group's arListic director. During our conversation and the performance 
that followed, it became clear that something remarkable was happening here, A group of able and 
enthusiastic theatre people had taken on the project of bringing inspired performances of high quality 
theatrical works into the neighborhood in a relaxed and inviting setting, 

Since then I have returned with friends and neighbors to see "Radio Golf," "Fiction," "Telethon," "Dying City" 
and 
"BobRauschenbergAmerica." What I almost always find is that these 
peformances open my mind and heaft to the lives of other human beings in ways that make my own life 
richer, Everyone I know who has attended their plays has been enthusiastic that such an experience is 
available not just in Portland but in our very neighborhood. 

There is lots of good theatre in Portland, but there is something special about having the Portland Playhouse 
performing right here: 
their obvious desire and ability to connect with us and contribute to our lives, their ready accessibility, which 
had the effect of more than doubling the number of plays I attended during the time they were performing at 
the old church, and the simple fact that their presence is one more reason for us to feel good about living 
here. This has been underscored for me in the sense of loss I've experienced since the Playhouse has been 
forced to find other venues for their peformances, none of which I've managed to attend. I hope that you 
will be able to restore this treasure to our neighborhood. 

Sincerely, 

Kirke Wolfe 
3223 NE 14th Ave 
Portland, OR 97212 

Case #LU LL-I87799 CU 

1 

mailto:kirke@pdx.edu
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Moore-Love, Karla 

From: Michael J. Campbell [m.j.campbell@comcast.net]
 
Sent: Wednesday, February 29,2012 2:55 PM
 

To: Moore-Love, Karla 

Cc: Clarke, Cary 

Subject: Portland Playhouse lS Community Service NOT Commercial Retail Case# (LU 1 1-187799 CU) 

Dear City Council Members: 

I am sending this e-mail as I will not be able to attend the Council Meeting 
tomorrow , 3llll2 when at 3:30 PM the of Case#LU 1 1- 187799 CU involving the 
Portland Playhouse will be discussed. There are many times when I see Portland 
City Vehicles with that ever present signage "Portland the City that Works". Well, if 
there ever was a case where this City has proven NOT to work, it is the case 
involving Portland Playhouse's efforts to provide a cultural experience for the 
community where the historic church at NE Prescott and 6th is located as well as for 
the rest of us in Portland who don't live in that neighborhood and the city's 
continuing efforts to try to prevent it!! The latest, declaring that this effort, which is 
based on incredible effort and sacrifice not "profits", was determined to be a 
Commercial Retail Sales" by the Bureau of Developmental Services (BDS) throwing 
another if not ultimate road block in their path to use this facility to provide rich 
cultural experiences. As I will not be able to attend the meeting tomorrow when 
perhaps there will be an atternpt to explain this incomprehensible decision, I can 
only assume it was based on either total ignorance of the arts or a hidden agenda to 
prevent arts of this nature to be produced in Portland. Most importantly, since I can 
not be at this meeting, I would like to use this e-mail to urge the Council in the 
strongest of terms to reverse the BDS decision and allow the Portland Playhouse to 
use the Church and continue what it has started, a rich cultural experience for that 
neighborhood and all of us in Portland fortunate enough to be able to experience 
their efforts. 

Michael J. Campbell 
6446 SW Parkhill Drive 
Portland, OPt97239 

2129t2012 

mailto:m.j.campbell@comcast.net
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Moore-Love, Karla 

From: StepanSimek[simek@lclark.edu] 

Sent: Wednesday, February 29,2012 2:47 PM 

To: Moore-Love, Karla 

Cc: Clarke, Cary 

subject: Portland Playhouse/BDS Hearing March 1st case #LU 1 i -187799 cu 
Dear Council Members, 

I"m writing to you in order to express my strong support for the Portland Playhouse's quest to 
retain the old church in the King neighborhood as their artistic horne. 

I'm currently the Chair of tlie Theatre Department at Lewis & Clark College and an active 
Porlland theatre practitioner aud "consumer," and I believe that the Portlancl Playhouse is 
curently the rnost interesting, exciting, and - especially - RELEVANT theatre company in 
Portland. Tlieir prograrning is irnpressive in tenns of their choices of plays that speak 
DIRECTLY to what it means to be an American citizen, and a participant in the world HERE 
AND NOW. 

It is exactly that kind of theatre that America needs today, and it is a theatre that is DIRECTLY 
connected to the daily lives of a community as well as a theatre that is INTIMATELY part of 
that community. The old church in the King neighborhood is a PERFECT place for such a 
theatre. The physical space of the church, and its location in a real neighborhood is an essential 
expressiort of the values that the Portland Playhouse is putting forth with their choice of plays, 
their casting, and their overall rnission. 

While the plays they produce can of course be shown in other places, the irnpact of such 
productions would inevitably be lesser, because good theatre such as that that the Portland 
Playhouse presents is a complex rnechanism where every choice being made by the arlists 
actually matters. And those choices include the physical space of the theatre. The old church and 
the King neighborhood ARE an integral parl of Portland Playhouse, and without it, the company 
will be incornplete. 

I'm especially sensitive to the issue of "evicting" artists frorn their home. I came to the United 
States many years ago as a refugee from what was then communist Czechoslovakia. I was a 
young theatre artist, who has seen numerous theatres closed by the authorities, theatre artists 
persecuted, plays censored, and young people forbidden to do what they desperately wanted to 
do. While I'm in no way suggesting that the issue with the old church in the King neighborhood 
is comparable to the persecution that I and many of rny fellow theatre practitioners experienced 
under Communism, I cringe when I hear that an "agency" is "evicting" arlists, and is taking it 
upon itself to "defrne" what a theatre is supposed to be (Cornmercial, Retail Sales, etc...). 

As a fellow citizen of Portlancl, a great supporter of both the arts and the vital r-reighborhoods in 
our city, and as a person who passionately believes in the irnpact theatre can have on the lives of 
those who parlake in it as audiences, I PLEAD with you to allow the Portland Playhouse to 
remain in their artistic home. Without it they will be a lesser company, the neighborhood will be 
a lesser neighborhood, and the city will be a lesser city. 

Thank you for your attention, 

2t29/2012 

mailto:StepanSimek[simek@lclark.edu


Page 2 of 2 

Stepan S. Simek 
Associate Professor of Theatre, 
Chair, Theatre Department 
Lewis & Clark College 
Portland, OR97219 

503 768 7494 

ú'!ek@lçþrk€du 

2/29t2012 
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Moore-Love, Karla 

From: lmccleary'l@aol.com 

Sent: Wednesday, February 29,2012 2:20 PM 

To: Moore-Love , Karla; Clarke, Cary 

Subject: Fwd: Portland Playhouse take two 

I am re-sending this as a forward, because lforgot to include the case # LU 1 1-1ï77gg CU, and my street 
address, which is 3509 NWChapin Drive, Portland,97229. And again lwould say, please letthe 
Portland Playhouse continue in the old church!! Thank you. 

-----Original Message-----
From: lmcclearyl <lmcclearyl @aol.com> 
To: Karla. moore-love <Karla.moore-love@portlandoregon.gov> 
Cc: cary.clarke <cary.clarke@portlandoregon.gov> 
Sent: Tue, Feb 21,2012 2:23 pm 
Subject: Portland Playhouse 

Dear City Council Members, 

I am writing to ask you to please designate the Portland Playhouse use of the old church on NE Prescott 
and 6th as a "community service," and allow it to put on plays there. We love this theater, and its 
continued operation in that particular space is crucial to its character. lt is not just any commercial 
theater. lts plays speak to us all, but particularly to the community there. To treat it like just any retail 
outlet is a travesty. Please reconsider and reverse the ill-conceived decision to throw it out of its home. 
This unnecessarily harsh and narrow decision shocks and saddens me, and I am certain everyone who 
has had the privilege of being in the Playhouse audience, both in its original home and in its brave 
peripatetic existence around the city in the last year. May it not remain without its rightful home! Please 
allow it to go back to the old church, where it is indeed a community service. 

Thank you, 

Louisa McCleary 

2129120r2 

mailto:cary.clarke@portlandoregon.gov
mailto:Karla.moore-love@portlandoregon.gov
mailto:lmccleary'l@aol.com
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Moore-Love, Karla 

From: Barbara Steinfeld [barbara@travelportland.com] 

Sent: Wednesday, February 29, 2012 2:18 PM 

To: Moore-Love, Karla 

Cc: Clarke, Cary 

Subject: Case # (LU 1 1-187799 CU) 

To the members of the Portland City Council: 

ln defense of the Portland Ptayhouse continuing to perform in the King neighborhood in the church: 

Porttand Ptayhouse is a smatt but mighty professiona[ theater group that adds something positive to the 
neighborhood. lnstead of performing where everyone etse does, they have chosen to enhance a section 
of town that doesn't always get the cutting edge cultural activities. This should be encouraged, not 
discouraged. I personalty had never been to this part of town until I attended one of Porttand 
Ptayhouse's excettent productions. I loved seeing the King neighborhood including the houses and smatl 
businesses there. This is a quality organization and brings benefits to wherever it is housed. 

Cordia[[y, 

Barbara Steinfetd 
3536 SW Hamitton Court 
Portland, OR 97221 

BARBARA STEINFELD 
VICE PRESIDENT OF TOURISM SALES 

BARBARA@TRAVELPORTLAN D. COM 
TRAVELPORTLAND.COM 

TRAVEL PORTLAND 
lOOO S.W. BROADWAY, STE. 23OO 

PORTLAND, OR 97205 

503.775.9778 DTRECT 

503.730.8754 MOBILE 
800.962.37 00 TOLL- FREE 

503.275.9297 FAX 

Please conserve poper; prínt thís e-mail only if necessory. 

2/29/2012
 

http:800.962.37
http:TRAVELPORTLAND.COM
mailto:barbara@travelportland.com
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Moore-Love, Karla 

From: Nancy [nsellers2722@comcast.net] 

Sent: Wednesday, February 25,2012 2:11 PM 

To: Moore-Love, Karla 

Cc: Clarke, Cary 

Subject: Portland Playhouse 

RE: # LU 11-187799 CU 
Please approve the use of the church for the Portland 
Playhouse theater. I used to live just a few blocks away 
from this church (and several others ¡n the neighborhood). 
The churches generated extra cars several times a week, 
as does the Portland Playhouse. But, I see them as 
serv¡ng a neighborhood with spiritual and cultural 
enrichment. I hope the Counc¡l can vote to allow this group 
to use the church in the manner that doesn't infringe on 
codes already in place. The Portland Playhouse is a 
valuable asset to the community. Many of the playwrights 
and subject matter come from that diverse ne¡ghborhood. 
It also brings people to the neighborhood which 
encourages improvements and businesses. lt benefits 
everyone. 

Nancy Sellers 
2722 SE Lincoln St. 
Portland, OR 97214 
503-20 1-67 54 

2/29/2012
 

mailto:nsellers2722@comcast.net
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Parsons, Susan 

From: george [gbruender@comcast.net] 

Sent: Wednesday, February 29,201210:29 AM 

To: Parsons, Susan; Moore-Love, Karla 

Subject: written testimony for time certain item 207, Mar. 1.2012 
Hearing LU 11-187799 CU
 

Portland Playhouse Time certain ilem 207
 

To: City Council members 
FR: George M. Bruender 

Land Use Chair Concordia Neighborhood Assn. 

I would like to add a more general historical perspective to the appeal of King Neighborhood Assn to allow 
the continuation of the services of the Portland Playhouse. 

The past 20-30 years have seen the dislocation and dispersal of many of the long time residents of inner 
Northeast Portland and their replacement by other groups of residents. When these original residents 
have moved out their homes have been quickly remodeled and reinhabited, but their larger community 
facilities (churches, lodge hatls) have been left behind, vacant and often falling into disrepair over time, 
devaluing nearby homes. Many of these structures exist within the R2.5 and R5 residential zones which 
severely limits options for their use. They were once walkable sites (no parking spaces needed); actually 
the original "20 minute neighborhoods" we are now trying to create (or re-create). 

As we try to regenerate our broken neighborhoods, we are attempting to fill in the gaps. The commercial 
sectors, the residential sectors seem to be self-regenerating. Re-structuring the empty community 
facilities is a harder task. Our neighborhood associations have worked hard to find and develop nearby 
community places that residents can get to quickly and on foot or bike. These buildings fit that purpose. 

We also need amenities in our neighborhoods to encourage those residents who have fled to outer 
Portland to come back home. The Portland Playhouse is one such positive amenity and there are others 
in the pipeline. Following "the letter of the regulations" is an obstacle. (Recall the cliche which is still 
apropos: First, do no harm.)Zoning, etc. were never intended to be obstacles to rejuvenating our 
communities. 

This hearing conclusion, if supported by City Council, will send a chilling message to our land use efforts. 
lnstead decide for King NA - and for the rest of us. 

George M. Bruender 

212912012 

mailto:gbruender@comcast.net
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Moore-Love, Karla 

From: JON A HIRSCH fiomarlia@msn.com] 

Sent: Tuesday, February 28,2012 5:'13 PM 

To: Moore-Love,Karla;cary.clarke@portlandoregon.go 

Subject: [User Approved] Portland Playhouse 

Ms. Moore, 

I am writing to urge the City Council to classify Portland Playhouse activities as 'community service' and 
an allowed use in the neighborhood. 

As an inner NE Poftland resident, i value the programming of Poftland Playhouse and the cultural and 
social experience it brings to area residents. Portland Playhouse has shown their commitment to the 
immediate community through their play selections and active efforts to stay in the NE Prescott location ­
it would be a loss to our neighborhood to have this cultural group forced out. Theatre, and all afts, 
belong amongst the populace and not centrally located within a specific district - particularly a theater 
group that presents work relevant to their community. Portland Playhouse has resolved the initial issues 
with their immediate neighbors and gained the support of multiple inner NE neighborhood associations ­
this suppott should be confirmed by the City Council and Portland Playhouse should be granted the 
classification to stay on NE Prescott. 

Sincerely, 
Marjorie Hirsch 
3325 NE l8th Avenue 
Poftland OR 97272 

2129/2012
 

mailto:Moore-Love,Karla;cary.clarke@portlandoregon.go
mailto:fiomarlia@msn.com
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Moore-Love, Karla 

From: DaveSutton [DaveSutton@Windermere.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, February 28,2012 3:57 PM 

To: Moore-Love, Karla 

Cc: Clarke, Cary 

Subject: Portland Playhouse zoning case # (LU 1 1-182299 CU) 

I write to support the classification of "Comrnunity Service", which will permit Portland 
Playhouse to continue in this location. 

Surely a key part of what 'omakes Portland Poftland" is the diversity of live theater and this 
reclassification supports that with no negative consequence to the neighborhood. 

(My lrorne address is 5029 N. Cecelia St., Portland 91203) 

Thanks for your consideration, 

Da¡ts 

Dave Sutton I Realtor@ 

Windermere Lloyd Tower 
Windermere Cronin & Caplan Realty Group 
825 NE Multnomah St. 
Portland, OR 97232 

cELL/DTRECT /TXT (sO3) sos-g722
oFFrcE (503) 284-775s 
FAX (97r) 230-7e2s 

www. DaveSutton Homes.com 

Rf"4.L IST¡\TI 

2128/2012
 

http:Homes.com
mailto:DaveSutton@Windermere.com
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Moore-Love, Karla 

From: MarkOldani Imark.oldani@gmail.com] 

Sent: Tuesday, February 28,2012 3:16 PM 

To: Moore-Love, Karla 

Cc: Clarke, Cary 

Subject: Portland Playhouse Case # LU 11-187799 CU 

I-lello Ms. Moore-Love, I am writing in regards to case # LU 11-187799 CU conceming the 
zoning of Portland Playhouse. I live at 2414 NE Tillarnook, 97212. I would like to ask you to 
give the variance to Portland Playhouse. Besides the fure work they have clone on producing 
plays they have been responsible neighborhood residents. When concerns arose related to their 
zoning the members of Portland Playhouse acted irnrnediately to address those concerns. It 
appears that the parking and noise issues have been resolved leading to the endorsernent by 
several key community and neighborhood organizations, including: RACC, Oregon Cultural 
Trust, The Urban League, Creative Advocacy Network; as well as the King, Sabin, and 
Humboldt Neighborhood Associations. 

Thank you for your time and I hope you resolve this issue so Portland Playhouse can continue its 
high quality, sensitive, and diverse productions. 

Yours, 
Mark Oldani 

?.12812012 

mailto:Imark.oldani@gmail.com
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From: MarySwartz [ernmare@gmail.com] 

Sent: Tuesday, February 28,2012 2:04 PM 

To: Moore-Love, Karla 

Cc: cary.clark@portlandoregon.gov 

Subject: Case LU 11-187799 CU - Portland Playhouse Classification 

Portland City Council: 

I arn writing in strong supporl of Portland Playhouse being classified as a Neighborhood Arts 
Center. The activities of the Playhouse have been a wonderful and significant addition to the 
cornmunity. My granclchildren have enjoyed wonderful experiences at their summer art camp 
for tl-re past two summers. My husband and I have attended all of their plays and their music 
r-rights. Being a part of the audience at a play performed at the Portland Playhouse Church is a 
very meaningful experience, and we so appreciate being able to attend such perfonnances 
without going downtown. Whether at plays or other gatherings at "the Church", we have 
connected with others in the community in a we could not have if they were located elsewhere. 

Thank you so much for your support. "Neighbor Arts Center" embodies the mission of Portland 
Playhouse to bring together people of all social, economic , racial and political backgrounds to 
cclebrate our shared experiences. 

Ernie and Mary Swartz 
8040 N Chautauqua Blvd 
Portland OR 97217 

212812012 

mailto:cary.clark@portlandoregon.gov
mailto:ernmare@gmail.com
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Moore-Love, Karla 

From: PastorLynne[pastor@ainsworthucc.com] 

Sent: Tuesday, February 28,2012 1:43 PM 

To: Moore-Love, Karla 

Subject: Portland Playhouse on NE Prescott 

Dear City Commissioners: 

I am writing to voice my support for the Portland Playhouse on NE 6th and Prescott. The Playhouse 
should be designated a Neighborhood Arts Center and remain open to serve our neighborhood. We have 
so few theaters in our area, and we have a critical need for promoting the arts. The theater is not a 
commercial building; it is a public service, so please support dramatic arts in Northeast Portland and allow 
them to continue their presence and service to our community. 

Thank you. 

Respectfully, 

Rev. Lynne Smouse Lopez 
4332 NE 27th Ave. 
Portland, OR97211 

2128/2012
 

mailto:PastorLynne[pastor@ainsworthucc.com
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Moore-Love, Karla 

From: briandavidweaver@gmail.com on behalf of brian weaver [brian@portlandplayhouse.org] 
Sent: Tuesday, February 28, 20121:17 PM 

To: Moore-Love, Karla 

Subject: case # (LU 1 1-187799 CU) 

Attachments: St. Andrews Letter.jpeg; St-1 , Andrews Thank You - City Council Appeal.pdf; st andrews 1.jpeg; st andrews.jpeg 

I-{i Karla, 

This cover letter and accompanying cards were given to me frorn St. Andrews Nativity School 
and they asked me to subrnit them to the City Council for consideration at Thursdays Appeal 
hearing. 

T'hanks, 
Brian 

griun Weaver 
Artistic Director, 
Porlland Playhouse 
yly-Iy-,p*oÍl4ndp-þyhoUqç,p:g 

2/28/2012
 

mailto:brian@portlandplayhouse.org
mailto:briandavidweaver@gmail.com


Á.nnngw N¿'r'lvlrv Scuool 
,1 .frsuì; tVi,td!¿ Stl;aol 

February 24rL-2012 
Asiiley Whitty
 
6022 SE 20th Avenue
 
Portland, OP.97202
 

Dear City Counoil ancl Council Clork K¿ula Moore: 

.lìncloscd, please fìncl letters from the current stuclents of St. An<lrew Nativity School. 'l'lie: 

FcrtlarlC Flayhouse hits generously clonated its space the past three ye¿¡s for our schclol's annual 
talent shor.v. 'Ihis event helps build conrrnunitv by bringing togetìrer our school's families. 
vol unteels, teachers, faculty and gracìuates. 

Please consider St. Auclrew Nativity School's relationship with the Portland Plziyhouse when 
nraking your decision regarding casô # LU I 1-187799 CU. 

Sincer:ely,
 
(t
 

,:'!t".:;',!r..i r,. i r:,ï 
i.. 

¿{shley 'Whitt¡r.s"
 
'feacher of Englislr
 

'l tìr.: 103.:ì3i.9(:;(10 

4125 lil:. !)ih " l'(') Ilox I 1127 " Þo¡tlrrrd, ()l\ 9.j2ll 
l;¡x: 50i..j.J5.9¡r9,í " rvrvu,.r'ur ivit),frorrl¡¡cl.cr:nr 

http:50i..j.J5


St. Andrew Nativity School 201 I -2A12
 



:! -_
--

_.
!Fçf

¡l 

\a
 tr

f 
tr

\1

 

É
 g

 É


 

't\
'' 

'"1
 

i:'
 

\ 

\J
 

i 



'!, , 

,'t l 

1
;l 

'lr
,/'I 

,\ 
I 

\ 
\ 
\ 
I 
\ 

'' \ 

', r 

rj' 

\ '. \.. 
I 

il¡', ri (ll,l j.rr.r,,.1 

,' ).-. 

,.1 I 



.f 

¡ 
-.-

1.C
 ,:\ 

.: 

,i.ú 

L. 

1., 

:, 

qþ ñF
"tIhlvl {Ìt 

\J 
.hr
g ,å

T
F

F
Ê¡ra 

ì_ 
Ë

Ë
 

t-t*-­
-{qt 

\ 
.*r

\¡­
-\ ,\\­

års 
Ërrl 

ñ' 'I 

f-'-
\. 

. 
_:tì _

..: 
'.t

:. 
-' 

*{ 
-' 

{'
I 

t'. 



Tatenl t&'\Crt 

f ,I{ 
.i T 

I 

I 

fl 
t:: 

tt ''-,1 

{frYWn0 
,.L,., - t\')' '- r' ,t \\ , 

-,,','_t 

I ¿i :.¡ 

-( ''t 
l ll 

\i 
.:f r .ì\,.-__. ',.. r_,. 

,! t....- ¡ .r 'i")II 

\ i r\ 

'1\'. 
.,.- 1r 'ri , I 1 , 

\" 'tt .. 

\ 
1'. 

- .,)' 
l!i ;ri \w ., t 

'ìt r,. 

-- ! ' 
1.,',. 

')t '" 

'rAi 

' .t 
ì r"i"' 

'':'r 
L ', ì 

! 
a 

ì 

\'', 

l.i"r 
I 

¡ ñ'i,
tv ll 

í" ,.f \(r,, ' \t ¡ , 

.r'l 
":-,.,. 

1-\r:1 ¡.1:)i 

-1't'' :,,¡-,rr\é 

( >t \\ ('i; \' 

r i.!-,.,. '\ r \') 

\\ 1'., lr.'--;, ir'' 

\r..\\\ C't 'r'..r) 

'r r.-.. t\ ç ' ''-'rc'rí\ . 

I \' 

--:r'-i 

I 

i ( 

' 

I|. 
,lr, 
t.) 

" '' 

\ 
\) 



gs) 
o--*

a-' 
,.:irì .f}l


l.¡ 
H n\

^
'*o

,j#' 
.ì+

-4

ì'"h 
'\P

­

\T
J Ë

i 
ib,.
Z

¿
 æ

ffi 
",à'-,,Ê

 

q'ä l"-.Ð
 

.*..9 *-l 
\ 

.t-.Ç
 

i!* 
i 

.fiq
' i'" I 

i\,-­! 

t, I

.ti 
/ 

/ 
\ 

I
 
Y

 vl)ç!
 
"i ií,'aT

),'¡:iri î 
þ rölïar-'L:oi e 

,"iifi"á\i,fþ:tî:g 

3'r'g:i-'tftri?r;
{ry.9"ç",9-uvr.v/
3 ûê#É

,:'îiy, 
B

,,P
É

ttl'etçy,Õ
åt, 



.71
 
'l'1,, 


/ ,' 

,l'Çi ,,:itr¡ ,,.¡ .j,

¡1: ..', - : -.'- T ­/ "t'' ',*)
i 

il 
fr ;, 

\^ ' ' ,.r, Ccür'r\.--rlìrÌ TCCI K , ._..,, .< rti_ \..h\-tl
,t .', 

, þ,iffilfir,v
I;^[.r'itr') .]''tf .,f

-dilù \u ' a" ,_,, 

ab 

' '-\r'Y,lô , \t' \ 

' tu't U/ 

Crv' C ''\\j\ LìurLi \ ,
 

:CÊt c-bn't Ar,,If clo.lq -f'rve­
tic<L\rrru¡- lr¿ ?, o¿'Ìrci"<\
 

1rrJ.tr- ra> rrìr)yc- 'lv"on cr '1lrll'f(f', 
:> Oñ C'.fi Cenq3. Wn r.lLrù€- nr€-ì(I 

I Éy-\rcgi -çt\o"ñ.-¡yrq,¡ (L¿rt Qor 
'b 

qíS..-ilrt'. c,, D'ûrÈ çJrt-re- Ò._\,r\,r-\\.'r1L\n r-ru, CiCffr-'e-fs .Th' nfi Cf u": 
rlrt yûtr rïqr^d L¡Orr ùfrrSl.trl 
lLtltlq i -,' Þ-gqh \xr r{vtr-.-r 

:'1 

t 
-fI I,* ;.

'*. 

"L 
-de 

t 
t 

D" v:YuY .)cltl1 r b¡¡\-to-r1¡,L)<¡ ùY vbli\1\ ì- ¿\ 

-T\.\1(\\.--
a\a\

\O( ìc1 wr-->>!{ ._.{:T\t¡ \4. .-Ç\v\ )t\ v l(
f- \cr<-r'

tù(u\J.r,\ç \ùl \_-\-.\-d l{,J:J: -\11l(<ç" -)\¡s -r\-d\\ -YÎ \<­l\ù
!-t-J

iÀ{ .--! ((!:

.gÇ. -r( ìì.:ü'î !tC
\\l\\J. cl\ç- \()o-JJ --! ( <r>\rr-l :;l¡'

lù1 \I.LÙ¡,Ùiçrriçl\(It< \]''$\L(-$( f rr.'',r:t\iur\(,ùd \rgl€ 12 IJ)! w(:Jc , )\nr-)'
-T* \c kL

\ [-r -\ 
-i(-ç{1

I-a rL\f,\X- \, il- C\r-r{'¡Lult) \.j.\o
o.-r( +J-.O.-rr(\ è,vrrË(\!,: {>/ '/.,ít;' T\t ('.lL r.\i:il\{-*.:r'.ï, .r i{\.-rC-tr ,t 

l-ti'e 
\\...ìirr¡rr 



' -¡;1 rr ..1-]..',r,r i,r t)i¡] ¡.r,¡,li 'tt , -¡ 1 !!'ì r,. ,, 
! ''' ' 1. 

ì,1 . ,r tr '' 'i l.'l¿\/ 

,')l rÌ I )\lri­

u19 
$ 

li ¡lr 
þ 

t., 
e, tl ] Ir 

Ð I fr{a! r{l I 

lr 
ltr 

,, r il r(il'" l¡ 
'l ei..Ì ¡l! 

{ 

i¡ i I l, ¡li ll I 
ll 'l

r¡ $$ 



Whmffi
 

(,tít\ 



Ê
ø

å 
i¡ 

*: 

.t 

É
Ê

 ; 
.rr-

v 
-F

. 
r_

>
\¿

+
--t 

;È
 

rT
,.e

-\r¡ 
i_* 

i-r
-

aa 
*.t*

v¿
 a 

f': 
{b'i 

S
J 

.a 
¡b'¡ 

-,f-) 

l I ¡i {II ¡i I I 

{ I{'lI ¿
 

t ¡ {I I ., 

'{'{ aI 

.{.¡{ I tt 



\¡ 
h
 



ß\sÈ I 
\s\u Ì\u \s\Se 

¿sSS.L bso' \tt"t \\sr$s*ùJ 

Norù\rrn
 

Ë-SttËfrþ" 

[A¿r trt¡ {¿ceal 
H,!,b--J k: I- rt -â"/â;i/fr øt ît 

. 41 /'', ,hi) ,iy', 

'þ ft+' {A"ultq 4t Sr".{,ipái/¿.4 å;tîø/ /¿t&{ ¿v/¿t¿¿t 

tDtittz¿s¡v%, fr //¡"t/ í,:tztr ru Í'. i/A¿,la! Ø'LrnS 

¡{ i* furrs shul ,/û.an. iíll ,øo,e ,ú/a a,r- l¿¡/¿t* 
"' ,

-)J:¡¿ø: :1i,í,:i/ {ü¡ ?:-¿jt'¿¿*t € ùrt d}rt* í¿¿¡;tr: r/..:/^õt 

4c M*SûÕn-*fltrt ft{.)if!*trnu etmlß6 âr í$N,ìr:{,
i,J,;n¿,î 

¡;r¡.¿p.riltr ltur íltús¡an. ;J( ltv¿ lþt¿ F¿yrtu'p,l Ptt Tni;æ: 
î1û6(Etue wtr fuu/fartr, lll¿d, T¡ørt4an 

Ò

o0 

\)eclr Ci\q Lurnc'\, 

ùr 

fffif'\T\r,, itfr:

rfbür- dec\srb(, -in; 
tryho'ûst\. 



d.-i"-id 

v.t Soi,...1 ft,rr/ie- t\itit:,. ¡" 
J'J''l sl''*,.{ 'i hn I'o'{l"l/ 

,. l,r,urt [r¿.r.-^rc 5t¿ 

'" 
!ï rli,î ;:î"',r; ::r,.r, 

'',/'J u'-,' L/u'/ sl*'u;"i19 ,.l¡t 

,tY.\t"uus¿ I lÍ c'3o^l ¡/u'u
Ll¿nl ,ho<ns. /h;,rk uY À 

Ç r ncvrslT ' ,\/
(4&ileF­

.t 

-tô 

d 

ffi 

Òur 

S r,/tC P( rt! 4,,
5irbüs tiavt 

I F+:r cttúerstttl co wfflc 
bq otlotrltflQ a"ncl ãuPlxrl 
ocfûm Iu úrne úIltl ltu( 

i rt ¡nul d0ujn lhl¡ fr1ur 
Hnm fnc ãoUl , tfitrß ,( 
{tJill be clro apwnnr1l
ftrn þrLïtrrng TNE CLCCJI 

bnnqo I 

DgJr CrLt-1 Cou 
r, Õrronqla Durcue ffKL, 

{jou rnflre rnqctrtlr,lQ ff¡t 
üilll 0trect rnong pî.9p1 

Prtrflaffi Ploql'C)1e nüi 

ffiQ bctler ptr)Dlc rn fnþ 
thêtr farcnæ.'Åio I onll'f ct 

iãr cnrlctrtn , bvl for th' 

',t,1f*f+ffi'¿,FYo,\f,{¡,
fftuü1 lntprÍ0flcrn tcrr ot 

hr æ, acce1nnqûnd sl 
It:rrnrrl v taq|íoute rn e 



Moore-Love, Karla 

From: 
Sent: 

Patrick Cassidy Ipatrickcassidy@m indspring.com] 
Tuesday, February 28,2012 11 54 Al{i 

To: Moore-Love, Karla 
Cc: Clarke, Cary 
Subject: Portland Playhouse; Case # (LU 1 1-187799 CU) 

TO: Commissioners Amanda Fritz, Nick Fish, Randy Leonard, and Dan Saltzman 

Regarding case number LU 1L-I87799 CU, to be considered at the March lst City Council meeting: 

It has been my great pleasure to attend many of the OUTSTANDING productions at Portland Playhouse over 
the last several years/ and I certainly believe the Playhouse has very quickly established itself as one of the 
finest cultural institutions within our city. 

It would be a great loss for both the city and the King Neighborhood to lose this wonderful cultural resource. I 
feel the unique venue has contributed to the Playhousers success - the clever staging realized in their intimate 
and interesting space has been very much a part of the Playhouse experience, and I hope to see them 
continue in this location. 

I believe the quality of their work and their choices of repertoire make them an invaluable asset to the King 
Neighborhood's cultural scene. Bringing this level of service and dedication into the community seems to me 
to be self-evidently COMMUNITY SERVICE, I think most practitioners of live theater in our city would agree. 

Please vote to recognize Potland Playhouse as a community service, 
and to designate 602 NE Prescott Street as a Neighborhood Arts Center. 

Please join the King Neighborhood in supporting this excellent and welcome addition to our city's arts and 
culture community. 

I am looking forward to seeing all of you in the near future for a thought provoking night of theater at the old 
church. 

THANK YOU for Your Consideration, 

Patrick T. Cassidy 
3571 NE Rosa Parks Way 
Portland, OR 97211 



Moore-Love, Karla 

From: 
Sent: 

Bruce Murray [bruce.murray@comcast.net]
Tuesday, February 28,2012 1 1:10 AM 

To: Moore-Love, Karla Clarke, Cary 
Subject: Portland Playhouse - case # (LU 1 1-'187799 CU) 

We strongly support that the PorLland Playhouse's activities at 602 NE Prescott be classified as a neighborhood 
Aft Center. We previously were frequent attendees of their productions, and now are season ticket holders 
and donors. The NE Prescott venue has been critical to their mission, and we urge the City Council members 
to take the necessary steps so this may continue. 

Bruce Murray and Valerie Ilsley 
4110 SW Patrick Place 
Poftland 97239 
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Moore-Love, Karla 

From: Eileen Kerry Kovac [writeeileen@comcast.net] 

Sent: Monday, February 27,2012 9:43 PM 

To: Moore-Love, Karla 

Cc: Clarke, Cary 

Subject: Case # LU 1 1-1 87799 CU PORTLAND PLAYHOUSE 

To Portland City Council: 

Portland Playhouse must continue producing its fine, relevant 
theatre in Northeast Portland. 

Portland Playhouse is a unieue, thriving, appreciated gift to NE 
and the rest of Portland, providing what I can only define as a 
community arts center; it is a multifaceted gift to the 
neighborhoods it serves and would be as much a loss if plays 
were no longer produced in The Old Church. 

After over twenty years working across the country on behalf of 
theatre as well as intercultural orgaîizations, I discovered 
Portland Playhouse, with its community-driven programming 
and ambitious, community-building outreach and education 
efforts. This is no ordinary theatre operation. I cannot think of 
Portland Playhouse, in its rich King neighborhood setting of 
The Church on NE 6th and Prescott, as an amalgam of separate 
components, such as theatre . . . such as education . . . such as 
community education. It is all these things, unique as ever I 
have seen an organization dedicated to enrichment of its 
environment. 

The majority of theatre organizations in Portland are located 
west of the Willamette, and while their operations are not 
exclusive to the interests of persons of color, many offer no or 
limited outreach and education programs, while Portland 
Playhouse establishes itself in the center of eastside 
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community, guiding every component of its operation, including 
programming, to the richly mixed population that surrounds it. 

In 1990 I attended a presentation of August Wilson's Fences at the PCPA; we 
were into the 90s, yet this 
was the very first Equity production of aplay by a major black playwright in 
Portland. Today, Portland Playhouse 
has made it not only a priority to produce a Wilson play each season, but to 

generate related community dialogue and education projects that would 
not have taken place without the organization's devotion to 
plays that matter to and the people who see them. A unique 

community-forward process, in line with the City of Portland's 
restated dedication to honoritrg arts organizations that 
work to include and honor this city's multiracial and 
multiethnic population. I strongly urge you to allow 
Portland Playhouse to continue producing plays at the 
King neighborhood's Old Church, and in so doing, honor 
an organization that walks its talk, in terms of serving its 
community. 

Thank you so much for your attention and consideration, 

Eileen Kerry Kovac 
wntqerþen@qslo-c as!. n e! 
13456 SW Hawks Beard St. #512 
Tigard, OR 97223 

2t2812012 
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Moore-Love, Karla 

From: 
Sent: 

Barbara Lawson [barbaralaws@gmail.com] 
Monday, February 27,2012 B:55 PM 

To: Moore-Love, Karla 
Cc: cary.clark@portlandoregon.gov 
Subject: Portland Playhouse: Case #LU1 1-287799CU 

I am writing in suppott of Portland Playhouse's effoft to continue presenting plays in the old church on NE 
Prescott St., under the classification of CommuniÇ Service. I've attended probably a half dozen peformances 
at Poftland Playhouse, all but one on NE Prescott. The old church setting is friendly, almost intimate, casual 
and informal. By contrast, the performance I attended at the WTC downtown, while excellent, was in a far 
larger, more impersonal venue. The stage was further away, 

As I understand the situation, neighbors of the old church are in favor of Portland Playhouse returning to the 
neighborhood. I hope that you will consider that theater does not exist solely to sell tickets and make money, 
but to provide a serv¡ce to the community in which it resides. 

Barbara Lawson 
L4LZ SE 44th Ave, 
Poftland OR 97215 
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lVloore-Love, Klrla 

From: IsABELSHERIDAN630T f,ruou,ri"l,i;";;;;@;"'"ur, n",l 
Sent: Monday, February 27,2012 12:39 PM 

To: Moore-Love, Karla 

Cc: Clarke, Cary 

Subject: Portland Playhouse 

Re: Case # LU 11-187799 CU 

Members of City Council: 

I am writing to strongly supporl Portland Playhouse in the re-permitting process. I see 
Portland Playhouse as an indispensable force in creating beloved community in the NE 
Prescott neighborhood. 

As a member of First Unitarian Church, I worked with the playhouse to bring teens from 
Jefferson High and DelaSalle High to see the latest two August Wilson plays, Ma 
Rainey's Black Bottom and Gem of the Ocean. Portland Playhouse gave First Church 
members a group discount, and we gave back the discount to provide tickets for the 
teens. This 2-for-1 arrangement brought 78 students to see Ma Rainey and 50 students 
to see Gem of the Ocean We will continue this 2-for-1 arrangement for the upcoming 
Brothers/ Sisfers Plays of Tarell Alvin McCraney. 

The night our church group saw Ma Rainey, a large group of teens from Jefferson were 
also in the audience. One of their classmates was in the play. So Portland Playhouse 
not only produces plays written by renowned African American playwrights, it also 
reaches out into the community to have teens bring those roles alive. I can think of no 
more powerful way to empower our youth. 

Being involved in Portland Playhouse's outreach into the community is one of the most 
meaningful parts of my life. 

Sincerely, 

lsabel Sheridan 

2533 NW Marshall Street, #105 
Portland, OR 97210 

212112012 
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Moore-Love, Karla 

From: LynnBonnerIynnbonner@gmail.com] 

Sent: Monday, February 27,2012 7:23 AM 

To: Moore-Love, Karla 

Cc: Clarke, Cary 

Subject: LU 1 1-1 87799 CU - Portland Playhouse 

I would like the City Council members to know how strongly I support
Portland Playhouse and its presence ¡n King Neighborhood and NE portland. 
It appears to me that neighborhood residents appreciate and support its 
contribution to their neighborhood. As a resident of NE Portland near Lloyd 
center, I am proud that such a cultural institution exists near my
neighborhood. Furthermore, having attended several plays produced by the 
Portland Playhouse, I value its contribution to the entire poriland 
community's art and theater "scerìe". I most especially appreciate there 
being an institution focused on African American theater and a place where 
Portland citizens of all races can gather and meet and greet each other in 
the presence of really fine theater. I believe Portland Playhouse plays an 
important role in Portland's livability and sustainability. I would be 
dismayed, yes devastated, to lose this cultural resource. 

Sincerely, 
Lynn Bonner 
I22O NE 17th Ave. 5E 
Portland OR 97232 

2/2712012
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Moore-Love, Karla 

From: Brenan Dwyer [brenan.dwyer@gmail.com] 

Sent: Saturday, February 25,2012 11:46 AM 

To: Moore-Love, Karla 

Cc: cary.clark@portlandoregon.gov 

Subject: Portland Playhouse Neighborhood Art Center 

Dear Cornmissioners Frtiz, Leonard, Fish, and Satlzman, 

I arn writing regarding case LU 1l-187799 CU, in which Portland Playlrouse is petitioning to 
tnake the former church building on 602 NE Prescott St. into a Neighborhood Art Center, thus 
allowing thern to continue performances, events and classes in that space. 

I am strongly in support of their initiative. As a native Poftlander, and an actor here, I cannot 
speak strongly enough in support of theatre and arts based in our neighborhoods and 
communities. Portland Playhouse presents excellent theatre right in the heart of NE Porlland, the 
neighborhood where I grew up. The neighborhood is diverse, growing, alternately affluent and 
poor, and the work of Portland Playliouse speaks to all of these things. They are not just a 
theatre company looking for a home; they are indeed crucial to this neighborhood's emergence as 
a rich, thriving zor-re of life and activity in our City. Theatre and aft in our neighborhoods is what 
will continue to make Portland more and more interesting, diverse and communal. It is 
irnportant not to overlook the value of their work in this particular location when considering the 
zoningrequirements of the site. 

Their shows attract a range of people because of their location, the plays they choose to perform, 
and because the ticket prices are reasonable. This last one I believe is crucial, and have no doubt 
that it is a result of their having a perntanent home to call their own (tliough I have no particular 
knowledge of their business model or fìnances). Should Portland Playhouse have to move to a 
new location (for example, the World Trade Center downtown where they have perfonned a few 
shows during this process), they lose the sense that they are doing these plays for the unique 
cotnmunity in that neighborhood. Indeed their shows respond to the struggles of city life vs. 
rural life, living in racially rnixed environments, struggling with money and class, etc. These 
issues are everywhere, but especially in that particular neighborhood of NE Portland. 

Porllancl Playhouse gives a valuable service to the people of Portlancl. They go beyond 
exchanging entertaiument for dollars, rnaking thern a commercial enterprise. They give insight, 
and perspective, ar-rd offer people a chance to go inside themselves and reflect on their lives and 
comtnunity. It is more than a sanclwich shop or shoe store, whicli are also worthy community 
stores, but are not the same type of enterprise at all. You must give art and culture the freedorn 
to live and breathe wherever it sprouts up. Location is irnportant. Art is imporlant. 

There are so many important issues to tackle in our city, country, and the world. I clon't think 
this is one that should be taking up the CIty of Portland's time. lt is in our best interest as a City 
to let this theatre thrive in the environment it has built in NE Portland, and to dedicate our 
resources to other problems instead of this battle. 

Please consider my worcls, aud know that they speak for many who may not have a chance to 
attend the City's hearing on March l, ancl also speak for many who don't even know that this 
issue is threatening the horne of Portland Playhouse; those who ask themselves as tliey go past 
602 NE Prescott u{rw, "Why hasn't there been a play there for a while?" We want Portland 
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Playhouse back. 

Thank you for your time considering rny words, 

Ilrenan Dwyer 

Resident of NE Portland for 23 years, now living at2829 SE Belmont#310, Portland OR97214. 

brenan. dwyer@ grnaiL corn 
(626) 379-003s 

2127/2012
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Moore-Love, Karla 

From: dariuspierce@hotmail.com on behalf of Darius Pierce [darius@dariuspierce.com] 
Sent: Saturday, February 25,2012 8:06 AM 

To: Moore-Love, Karla 

Cc: Clarke, Cary 

Subject: Portland Playhouse (LU 11-187799 CU) 

Hello, 

I am writing to comment about case #(LU 11-187799 CU). 

The life of the Portland Playhouse has been a wondeful addition to the NE neighborhood. It continually
makes significant contributions to the culture and community in that area. Rs nãt just a theater, but as a 
gathering place and classroom. 

So much has been done to make them able to stay at that location and continue to elevate the 
community. It would a shame for them to have to leave based solely on their designation. 

Thank you for your time! 
Darius 

www.dariuspierce.com 

2/2712012
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Moore-Love, Karla 

From: Steve Brian [stevengregorybrian@gmail.com] 
Sent: Saturday, February 25,2012 11 :09 AM 

To: Moore-Love, Karla 

Gc: Clarke, Cary 

Subject: ln regards to Portland Playhouse, case # LU 11-'lB77gg CU 

Dear Karla and Cary, 

As a former member of the Portland acting community who one day hopes to rêturn to Portland, I believe 
that what Portland Playhouse is doing will not only change the acting scene and strengthen the artistic 
community, but will also encourage the next generation of young artists to pursue their dreams, as well as 
learn the many valuable lessons about community that theater has to offer. 

I am 100o/o support of their cause and hope that the city can work with them to fulfill their goals of 
becoming a staple in the artistic community of Portland, 

To the future! 

Steve Brian 
www.stevebrian.com 

"Decide what to be and go be it." 
-The Avett Brothers 

2/2712012
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Moore-Love, Karla 

From: 
Sent: 

Mary Shaw [dcosums@gmail.com]
Friday, February 24,2012 11:59 AM 

To: Moore-Love, Karla; Clarke, Cary 
Cc: Portland Playhouse 
Subject: Case number LU 1 1-'187799 CU 

Dear Portland City Council, 

I am writing to encourage you to vote to classify Portland Playhouse as a Community Service. Although it is a 
theater, I see it as much more to the King Neighborhood where it is located. The Playhouse has integrated 
itself into the neighborhood. It fills a need in the neighborhood and brings arts to the children through 
outreach, example and by virtue of its existence. Children are aware that something special is happening 
there, Several African American leaders serve on the board of the Playhouse and they help to develop policy 
for the organization. 

I am a retired special education teacher. When I taught at Whitaker Middle School I had some students from 
the King Neighborhood. I know the value of theater in a child's life, It opens so many possibilities about life. I 
was excited when Portland Playhouse opened on Prescott. I thought it was wonderful to have a theater which 
was integrated into the community. It made theatre real, It made theatre attainable. It made theatre 
affordable. The theater was where the people were and not downtown with a long bus ride to get there. I feel 
that Poftland Playhouse is a unique theater, therefore, I feel that they are making a unique request in asking 
to be designated as a Community Service. I hope that you will see it that way and vote in such a way that 
they can remain in their current location because if you don't the neighborhood will lose a valuable resource. 

Mary Shaw 
8300 SW Birchwood Rd 
Portland, OR 97225 

503 292-6699 



Moore-Love, Karla 

From: 
Sent: 

Nick Zagone [zagonenick@me.com] 
Friday, February 24, 2012 10:59 AM 

To: Moore-Love, Karla 
Cc: Clarke, Cary 
Subject: case # (LU 11-187799 CU) 1524 NE Ainsworth St 

Dear City Commissioners, 

I'm writing on behalf of the recent developments involving Portland Playhouse. 

I was born and raised in Portland. I live on 15th and Ainswofth.
 
I have worked in the theatre here and in every major city across the West Coast, I have been around non­
profit theatres from SeatLle to Vegas.
 
And there is no better community engaging theatre than Portland Playhouse.
 

Many theatres just want to do theatre. Not so with Portland Playhouse.
 
They are vital to this community. They listen to it, they understand it, and they back it up.
 
They know their audience, their community and they help it. They get it.
 

Simply put, please keep it, It's good for the neighborhoods of Northeast Portland and it's good for the city. 

You will be better commissioners by working to make this happen. 
Citizens, children, artists and educators will lose. Arts organizations are needed, Don't let this one go away 

because of an old ordinance. People of this city do not want to hear about policies. 

This neighborhood needs Portland Playhouse. 

Let's make it happen. 

Thank you for your time. 

Sincerely, 

Nick Zagone 
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Moore-Love, Karla 

From: Kim [kamway.pdx@gmail.com] 

Sent: Friday, February 24,20129:41 AM 

To: Moore-Love, Karla; Clarke, Cary;Adams, Sam 

Cc: michael@portlandplayhouse.org 

Subject: case # (LU 11-187799 CU) Portland Playhouse 

Dear Mayor and City Council, 
lwrite with concern forthe Portland Playhouse and recent decisions that treat them as a retail 
commercial entity when, in fact, Portland Playhouse is no. lt is "The Portland Playhouse, a 501c3 not­
for-profit organization, currently leases the old church at 602 NE Prescott Street and has been an 

integral part of the King Neighborhood for the last four years, performing culturally diverse plays from 
playwrights such as August Wilson. Portland Playhouse also provides ongoing classes, workshops, a 

summer camp, and humanities programming as a community arts center." Clearly Portland Playhouse 
performs community service and is deserving of the permit in the church on NE Prescott. 

To decide otherwise and reclassify Portland Playhouse as a commercial/retailentity seems misleadíng, 
deliberate and inaccurate. 

Please take into consideration the good community service they provide and their non-profit community 
service states. 

Kind Regards, 

Kim Morrison 
Beaverton Oregon 

212712012 
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Moore-Love, Karla 

From: Charlotte Rubin [charubina@gmail.com]
 

Sent: Friday, February 24,2012 1201 AM
 

To: Moore-Love, Karla
 

Cc: Clarke, Cary; cary.clark@portlandoregon.gov; info@portlandplayhouse.org
 

Subject: Portland Playhouse, Case #LU 1 1-187799 CU 

Karla and Cary, 
Please pass the following on to the City Council rnernbers who will be ruling on the 
appropriateness of Portland Playhouse performing plays in their King neighborhood "church:" 
I arn writing because I truly cannot believe that the Portland powers-that-be would reject the 
neighborhood treasure that is Portland Playhouse. I was so delighted to see a live theater in a NE 
neighborhood where people of color might feel more cornfortable than at a downtown venue. 
And I have been very irnpressed by the Weaver brothers' effort to put on a good number of plays 
by people of color, with actors of color--and seeing the audiences respond in kind. I have seen 
WAY rnore blacks in that venue than I ever have downtown--even when, again, both the 
playwright ar-rd the actors were trlack. The only other tirne I have seen rnore blacks in the 
audience has been when Stumptown Stages put on The Wiz at Jefferson High School. Isn't one 
of Porlland's goals to be inclusive? To deny Portland Playhouse the right to perform in their 
lovingly and earnestly converted neighborhood church-space (where they invited their neighbors 
to share their enthusiasm for affordable live theater) is truly a bureauoratic, narrow-minded 
rulir-rg. It strongly reminds me of Porlland's long denial of vibrant neighborhood murals because 
they sornehow could not be defìned separately fi'om commercial billboards. This seerns to be 
exactly the same situation. If the neighborhood does not object, there cannot be any good reason 
to deny Portland Playhouse the right to be a Neighborhood Art Center. 
Sincerely, 
Charlotte Rubin 
2147 NW lrving St. (My NW neighborhood has two live theaters within walking distance.) 
Portland, OR 97210 
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Parsons, Susan 

From: Dawn kely [tobsyddon321@gmail.com] 
Sent: Thursday, February 23,2012 8:26 AM 

To: Moore-Love, Karla 

Subject: Theater in the old church in NË Portland...regarding the city council meeting 311112 

Hi,
 
I am a community person of 60 years and I am 68 years old. I want to support the church theater
 
on 6th and NE Prescott to continue holding comrnunity events in the church.
 
It is NICE to have a setting in North/NE Porlland so we don't have to drive downtown every tirne
 
we want entertainment. I can also walk fiom my home to the church and have attended several
 
plays at that location.
 

2123/2012
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Parsons, Susan 

From: 
Sent: 

Barbara Walden [bwalden@wisc.edu] 
Thursday, February 23,2012 2:33 PM 

To: Moore-Love, Karla 
Cc: cary.clark@portlandoregon. gov 
Subject: Portland Playhouse is artistic,educational, not commercial (case # LU '1 1-187799cu) 

was dismayed to fearn that the Bureau of Development Services has cleemed Port-Land 
P-Iayhouse to be a commercial estabfishment, and has denied its application to l:eturn to 
its home in the historj-c church on NE Prescott. Thj s seems 1-o be a complete mísreadíng of 
an institution which provides an educational, artlstic, and cult-uraI mission including
representation of diverse and minority culture. As a modesL contributor to Portland 
Playhouse's scholarship program I have been proud to assi-st its ouLreach programs Lo 
students who might otherwise not be able to fearn what its plays can teach us, as welf as 
enjoying and learning myself. The mission and activities of Portland Playhouse are not 
commercial, retail. To claim rt is commercial is to overfook and denigrate its important
mission for educatlon, cuÌtural healing, and artistic expression. I hope that it will be 
possibJ-e for Portland Playhouse to continue as a force for positive artistic, cuÌtural, 
and educational activity in its home on NB Prescott. 
Barbara Wa-Lden 
4926 SVI Corbett Ave., #301 
Portland, OR 97239 
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Parsons, Susan 

From: MichaelToth[tothm@pdx.edu] 

Sent: Thursday, February 23,2012 2:24 PM 

To: Moore-Love, Karla 

Cc: Clarke, Cary 

Subject; Portland Playhouse Community Church 

In re: case# (LUl I -187799 CU) 
I am writing in support of permitting Portland Playhouse to continue to use the community 
church as their venue for the presentation of significant drama in the NE neighborhoocl. My wife 
and I are only recent suppofters of their undertaking but it seems to us that their presence in the 
neighborhoocl and their use of an l-ristoric building are in the furest traditions of community 
outreach and support. We urge you to grant Portland Playhouse to continue to serve the arts, their 
neighborhood, and the greater Porlland community by using the church for their cultural 
contribution to Porlland. 

Michael A.'Ioth, Ph.D. 
Professor Emeritus, Department of Sociology 
O:503-725-3620 | F: 503-725-3957 | web.pdx.edu/-tothm 

r,rrtland Statt:$ 
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Parsons, Susan 

From: phayseel@gmall,com 

Sent: Thursday, February 23,2012 2:20 PM 

To: Moore-Love, Karla 

Cc: Clarke, Cary 

Subject: Portland Playhouse - Case # LUl 1-187799 CU 

To Portland City Council Members: 

I urge you to reconsider Portland Playhouse's application to perform plays at NE Prescott ancl 6th 
Ave. I have attended perfonnances at this venue, and it is a wonderful, intimate space with 
negligible impact on parking in the neighborhood. The Playhouse brings professional, creative 
actors to the Portland comtnunity to present plays by African-American writers about African 
American experiences that are not being produced here by any other theatres. If Portland 
Playhouse is denied the opportunity to continue its work, it will be a huge loss to the entire 
community. 

Sincerely, 

Faye Powell 
452 SE Cesar E. Chavez Blvd. 
Portland, OR 

212312012 
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Moore-Love, Karla 

From: Ann Brayfield [abrayfield@yahoo.com] 

Sent: Thursday, February 23,2012 B:14 PM 

To: Moore-Love, Karla 

Cc: Clarke, Cary 

Subject: LU 1 1-187799 CU 

I)ear Council Persons, 

On March 1 you will have an oppoúunity to vote on an appeal by the King 
Neighborhood Association to allow Portland Playhouse to continue presenting 
plays as a form of arts and community service at 602 NE Prescott Street. A BDS 
hearing officer has stated that "theater" can only be defrned as a "Commercial, 
Retail Sales" operation. 

Porlland Playhouse "holds theater to be a space in which people of all social, 
economic , racial, sexual and political backgrounds can come together to celebrate 
the complexity of our shared human experience." Through its choice of plays and 
actors this celebration with a diverse audience is ongoing throughout its season. It 
is an exemplary model in our community of bringing people together to interact 
with artists in an intimate setting in their neighborhood. Through theatre it is a 

positive agent for creating much needed awareness and understanding in our 
community. 

As we struggle in this community with institutional racism and huge gaps in equity 
among our citizens, we need this breath of fresh air in the King neighborhood and 
beyond. This fall with Portland Playhouse's home at the World Trade Center the 
neighborhood lost out on a community service that belongs among its citizens right 
where they live. 

Comparing theatre ticket prices around town, Porlland Playhouse is clearly not a 
commercial operation as its ticket prices are half or less of what other theatres in 
our community are charging. 

Personally, I value the experience of theatre in the King neighborhood so much 
that I drive across town to partake of this incredible community service. I attend a 

lot of theatre around town and place the highest value on the work of Portland 
Playhouse. It serves me well beyond what any other theatre in town offers. 

Please vote to support our community by allowing Portland Playhouse to continue 
presenting plays in the King neighborhood. 

Thank you, 

212712012 
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Ann Brayfield 
4019 SW Downsview Ct 
Portland OR9722l 

212112012 



I 

Parsons. Susan 

From: 
Sent: 

Mary Bothwell [marybothwell@earthlink.net]
Wednesday, February 22,2012 B:43 AM 

To: Moore-Love, Karla 
Gc: cary.clark@portlandoregon. gov 
Subject: Portland Play House case#(LU1 1-1 87799CU 

am wrlting in def ense of 1-he Portland Play Flouse in Northeast Portland. My aclciress is 
7335 Str 29th Ave. While f am not a resident of that neighb,orhood, I am one of the 
citizens who enjoys the artistic endeavors that j-t p::ovldes afl of Portland, anrl I 
apprec-iate the opportunì,ty to see plays of a high quality that also present an ethníc 
diversi,ty ,i-n our: aÌ:t.s scene, both in materiaf and i n oppor:tunì-ty for: act-ors. As l 
uncìerstand it, the nei.ghborhood itself is not negative about the use of the old church,
and I certainly hope the City Council can give thì-s sitLration another more favorableì-ook. 
Sincerely, Mary K. Bobhwell. 



From: Suzanne Van Fleet [suzanne@vergedesign.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, February 22, 2012 10:06 AM 
To: Moore-Love, Karla 
Cc: Clarke, Cary 
Subject: Save Portland Playhouse! #LU 11-187799 CU 

1lhis emaif j-s to add my support f or keeping the Portland PlayhoLrse on Prescot I St-reet . 

This space i.s the primary reason I attended a play there jn theji: firs;t- season. T wa-s able 
to walk there from my house, and it, turned out to be so low-key and intinate Lhat it made 

rne realiee that att-encling a cu,l.tur:al event doesn't have to be a st"uffy, intimjdating 
experience . It realJ-y seemed ll ke one of those "Only in Portl-and" 
rnoments that make living here speciaÌ. 

I've since recruíl,ed a few ol-her coupl-es who also had never been play- goers in the past 
and they are really proud to have Portl.ancl Playhouse in their neighb,orhood too. 

This is such an impor:l-ant par:t of the community, I strongly encourage you to formally 
designate 602 NE Prescott Street as a Nei-ghborhood Art Center. 

Christine Van Fleet 
4631 NE 20th Avenue 
Portland, OR 91zIL 

mailto:suzanne@vergedesign.com
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From: ClaraWeishahn[clara@claraweishahn.com] 

Sent: Wednesday, February 22,201212:O2PM 

To: Moore-Love, Karla 

Cc: Clarke, Cary 

Subject: Support for Portland Playhouse 

Dear Ms. Moore, 

I am writing in support of Portland Playhouse in lieu of the upcoming March 
1,2012 council meeting (Case No. LU 11-187799 CU) which addresses the 
Playhouse's Neighborhood Art Center at the church in NE Portland. 

Not only does Portland Playhouse present some of the highest quality live 
theater being produced in the city, their work encompasses a larger array of 
contributions to our social and cultural landscape. The Playhouse has been 
an integral part of the King Neighborhood for the last four years, performing 
culturally diverse plays and providing ongoing classes, workshops, a 
summer camp, and humanities programming as a community arts center. 
Portland Playhouse, through their Neighborhood Art Center on NE Prescott, 
is clearly offering a Community Service which enriches the lives of NE 
Portland residents, as well as the whole metro area. Portland Playhouse is 
not merely functioning as a "Commercial, Retail Sales" operation. The 
social awareness and empowering nature of the Playhouse's work has 
become vital to the King Neighborhood, not as a Commercial organization, 
but a non-profit service to the community overall. 

The quotes below reflect the scope of support Portland Playhouse has from 
a diverse range of organizations: 

We believe that the programming and vision of Portland Playhouse falls into 
line with the mission of the Urban League, whose mission is to empower 
African Americans and others to achieve social and economic equity and 
justice. 
-Midge Purcell, Director of Advocacy and Public Policy, Urban League of 
Portland 

Portland Playhouse contribufes sign ificantly to the cultural and social 
experience of King residents. lt would be a striking /oss fo our community if 
it was denied the opportunity to continue operating out of the old church 
building. 
-Alan Silver, Chair of the King Neighborhood Association 

It is their place in the neighborhood as much as the quality of their work that 

2/23t2012 
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impressed the panel reviewers who recommended this theater company for a 
grant. Because they saw that the two were intertwined, the work needing to be 
done in the neighborhood and presented there, with the neighborhood giving nse 
to the work. 
-Kimberly Howard, Trust Manager, Oregon Cultural Trust 

I respectfully urge you to classify Portland Playhouse's Neighborhood Art Center 
on NE Prescott as a Community Service at the March 1st council meeting, and to 
take part in supporting the kind of organization that communities need in order to 
grow and flourish. 

Thank you. 

Sincerely,
 
Clara Weishahn
 

Clara Weishahn
 
Actor - Director
 
2015 NW Kearney St. #301
 
Portland, OR 97209
 

cl ara @cla raweisha h n. com 
www. cla raweisha h n. com 

212312012 



Parsons, Susan 

From: 
Sent: 

annjulie@earthlink. net 
Wednesday, February 22,2012 '1:09 PM 

To: Moore-Love, Karla; Clarke, Cary 
Cc: info@portlandplayhouse.org 
Subject: Portland Playhouse 

Re: case #LU 11-181199 CU 

To PortÌand City Council- and Cary Clark, Art and Culture Director: 

f am writing 1,o support Portland Playhouse's designat-i.on as a Community Service in the
 
King neighborhood.
 

Sj.nce its inception, PorLland Playhouse has produced excellent plays of great cul-tural
 
worth. The inclusion of a deep roster of visionary Afr-ican American playwrights has ]ed
 
to a strong embrace of and by the community. Performances are sold out and plays are
 
often extended to a-LÌow for broader attendance. Excellent post-performance discussions
 
deepen the experj,ence and allow f or j,nteracl- Lon about the ,issues porl-rayed as they apply
 
local-ly.
 

Affiances with school theater programs bring students to the performances ancl support the
 
schools' theater arl-s programs,
 

The Portland Playhouse program is the one I examine closely, and arrange to attend with
 
friends for an evening of provocal-ive and thoughtful stimulation. It is indeed the only
 
theater organization where I find a truly r:acially mixed audience, a function in part of
 
1-he material presented, and its communi{:y location. Please alfow this remarkabfe theater
 
to continue to enrich the neighborhood -in which it is housed.
 

S incere 1 y,
 
Jufie Chapman,
 
20?-8 SF. Taylor St,
 
Portland, Or 91 2.I4
 

http:designat-i.on


Parsons, Susan 

From: 
Sent: 

Kathleen Worley [worleyk@reed.edu]
Wednesday, February 22,2012 3:38 PM 

To: Moore-Love, Karla 
Cc: cary.clark@portlandoregon. gov; info@portlandplayhouse.org 
Subject: Public Playhouse #LU1 1 -1 87799CU 

Dear CounciÌ Members, 

f regret i:hat I will be unable to attend the council meeti-ng, as it happens during a time 
when I wil,L be teaching a theatre class at Reed. 
Ilowever:, I *stronglyd.urqe you to recogni.ze the contributj,on t-hal- theat-r:e can make in 
creating a community fr:om a disparate group of people. Whj-le there are indeed a few 
theatres that manage to function on a purely "commercial, retail basis" th.is would 
describe very few theatres in the Portland area. While regional theatres charge for 
tickets in order to help clefray expenses, tickets safes sefdorn generate enough funds to 
cover actual production costs. In order to make ends meet, artists donaLe some portion of 
their tj,me and tafent and appreciative audience members clonat,e either in-kind or actual 
financial support. PeopÌe do this because they believe in t-he power of theatre to heì,p 
communities and individuals find and express their -identj,ties as we.Ll as in its power to 
chal lenge us 1-o examine our: L j-ves and socia-l struct ures in order to f ind ways in which we 
might live together better. 

Portland Playhouse has done an extraordinary job of connecting w-i,t-h an under-served 
community (at least in terms of access to theatre) and has selected shows thal- will 
address that community's interests. I-taving a1-tended plays there, T have no doubt thal- the 
Prescott St. church space serves as a Neighborhood Art Center playing a cruciaf community
service function and that no one is reaping the ki.nd of commerciaf reward that might be 
associated with Broadway shows and national tours. Shutting down a space whose purpose 
and function have strong neighborhood support would only serve to further ghettoize that 
part of Portland, depriving citizens of that neighbor:hood of access to cultural dialogue 
so vital to communit-y. The company's endorsements from RACC, Oregon Cultural Trust and 
the King, Sabin and Humboldt Neighborhood Associations testify to the quality of their 
work and the nature and degree of their importance both to their own communi-ty and to the 
cuftural fife of the city. LET I'HEM LIVEI ! M ! I ! 

Kathfeen Worley 
Reed College Theatre 
Home address: 9141 SW 23rd Dr. 
Portland, OR 97219 

http:recogni.ze
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Parsons, Susan 

From: Don Jacobson [donjphoto@gmail.com]
 

Sent: Wednesday, February 22,2012 4:51 PM
 

To: Moore-Love, Karla
 

Cc: Clarke, Cary 

Subject: Portland Playhouse/case # (LU 1 1-187799 CU) 

Dear Councilmembers, 

I urge you to formally designate 602 NE Prescott St. as a Neighborhoocl Art Center, home of 
the Portland Playhouse. It seems everyone loves the Portland Playhouse except a for few 
bureaucrats who have a narrow view of this cultural institution. Please coffect their error. Thank 
you for your consideration of rny comments. 

Sincerely, 
Don Jacobson 

''*-*-t<-{<-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-r¡-*-*-*-*­

"There is nothing more useless than a sharp 
photograph of a fuzzy concept" - Ansel Adams 

-*-*-*-*-*-*-x-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-)k-*-*-*-*_ 
Don Jacobson Photography 
941 SE 55th Ave. 
Portland, OR 97215 
503-23s-6234 
donj @donj acob sonphoto. corn 
www. donj acobsonphoto. corn 
_*_*_*_*_t_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_*_ 

212312012 
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Parsons, Susan 

From: Jeanie Golino fieaniegolino@gmail.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, February 22,2012 5:45 PM 

To: Moore-Love, Karla 

Cc: Clarke, Cary 

Subject: Case # (LU 11 -187799 CU) Save the Playhouse 

Dear Council 

I live at 4618 NE 30th Avenue in Portlancl. I arn a suppofter of all things that bring a community 
together. Having a theater in the neighborhood is a great asset to the community. When I went to 
see lny first Portland Playhouse perfonnance it was at the old Church and I walked there - as I'rn 
sure others did. It felt great to have a theater right here in rny neighborhood! What a 
disappoir-rhlent when it was forced to move so far away. 

One block from tny house is a Church. A couple times a week there are services there. Many of 
the people who attend the church drive there and park on my street. There are probably some 
who walk. But regardless it is an asset to the community - and as far as parking goes no different 
fiorn a theater. 

Two blocks from my house is the Alberta-Rose Theater. Yes, it is on a very comrnercial street 
(NE Alberta). Yet is is right in the rniddle of the neighborhood and has a 300 seat theater! 
Sometimes there are a lot of cars - but never anything disruptive, never anything that would 
make me wish the Alberta-Rose Theater wasn't there. 

Let our community thrive and grow with the old Church allowed to be used as a theater and 
perfonnance space. There are lnany supporters - please broaden you perspective and look beyond 
the usual rules that don't really work in our favor in this instance. 

Thank you, 

Jeanie Golino 

2t23/2012 

mailto:fieaniegolino@gmail.com


Page I o1'l 

Moore-Love, Karla 

From: AijaGundega[aijagundega@hotmail.com] 

Sent: Wednesday, February 22,2012 9:04 PM 

To: Moore-Love, Karla 

Cc: Clarke, Cary 

Subject: [User Approved] Portland Playhouse zoning petition, Council meeting agenda March 1st,2012 
Dear City Council members - I strongly urge you to approve the petition of Portland Playhouse, being 
brought before the Council on March lst by the King Neighborhood Association, to allow Portland 
Playhouse to operate in its home at 602 NE Prescott St. as a neighborhood arts center, including being 
able to present theater performances at that location. 

There seems to be no negative feedback to the proposal, which was turned down, it would appear, on a 
technicality which defines theater as a "commercial, sales" enterprise and not as a community 
service. Issues of impact on the surrounding neighborhood, such as parking, have been addressed to 
everyone's satisfaction. 

I am a retired librarian who moved here from the rich cultural center of the San Francisco Bay Area in 
2009. Pottland Playhouse is not only the best theater in town, it's an amazing community resource. It's 
an organization that really walks its talk. Not only is it a non-profit with subsidized, really affordable 
theater admission, it has consistently reached out to a diverse and often underserved community, The 
annual high school Shakespeare project, which culminates in student performances in a "real" downtown 
theater, is breathtakingly wondedul, and it includes schools from many areas and socio-economic strata 
of Poftland, not just the so-called "good" schools. 

I first became aware of Poftland Playhouse when I noticed that someone was actually putting on a 
production of an August Wilson play here ("Radio Golf')! August Wilson is one of the greatest American 
playwrights of the 20th century, and here were two white guys and their theater group, working with 
African American actors and directors to stage a play about gentrification of African American 
neighborhoods, I was impressed, and immediately subscribed to the upcoming season. Since then, 
Portland Playhouse has collaborated in producing two more of Wilson's plays, and will shortly be 
presenting the Brother/Sister Plays by the exciting young African-American playwright Tarell Alvin 
McCraney. 

If you've ever attended a Portland Playhouse peformance, then you know that it's like going to a 
gathering of friends. There is a wondetfully informal and totally unpretentíous atmosphere - we are not 
here just to be enteftained, we are here to learn and think and experience together. The intimate 
setting of the theater space in the old church is a vital paft of that experience. 

In my retirement, I'm trying to help others as much as I can given my modest means, and I usually give 
to the basics: food, shelter, healthcare. Until I got to know Poftland Playhouse, I had never given a 
donation to any arts organization (plenty of rich biddies to suppoft the theater, I always figured!). In the 
last year, I've opened not only my heaft, but my wallet as well. This is an organization worthy of 
support. 

Please give Portland Playhouse its neighborhood home back in the old church at 602 NE Russet Street, so 
that it can continue to be a complete neighborhood arts center and continue its good works in 
Northeast/North Poftland and beyond. 

Thank you! 

Aija G. Kanbergs 
2811 N. Russet St., Poftland OR97217 

2t27/2012 
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Parsons. Susan 

To: Crail, Tim; Edwards, Kenneth; Grumm, Matt; Hardy, Douglas; Papaefthimiou, Jonna; Rees, 
Linly; Schmanski, Sonia; Walhood, Mark; Beaumont, Kathryn
 

Cc: Moore-Love, Karla
 
Subject: FW: Let Portland Playhouse back into the historic church. Case # LU 11-187799 CU
 

Testimony f.or March 1st. 

Sue Parsons
 
Assistant Council Clerk
 
CJly oll Portlancl
 
50:t.823.4085
 
please note new email address:
 
Susan. ParsonsGport j-andoregon. gov 

-----Ori ginal Message----­
j.am Wif sonFrom: I{j, 1..1. Imailto:whwbsnGgmail. com]

Sent: Tuesday, Febr:uary 21, 20I?, 12:30 PM 
To: Parsons, Susan 
Subject: Fwd: Let Portf and PJ,ayhouse back j.nto the historic church. Case Jt LU 11-18'1 199 Cl) 

Ms. Parson's frm forwarding this to you sinc Ms Moore is out of town. Thank you. 

- Forwarded message ----------
From: Wi-Lliam Wl lson <whwbsnGgmail. com> 
Date: Tue, Feb 21, 2012 aL 12:05 PM 
Subject: Let Portland Playhouse back j-nto the historic church. Case # LU 11-l81199 CU 
To : karla . moore-loveGportlandoregon. gov 
Cc : cary. cÌarkeßportlandoregon . gov, infoGportlandplayhouse . org 

To the Portland Cì-ty Council 
Attn: Karla Moore, Council CÌerk 

Dear Counci-l Members, 

You will soon be ruling whether Port-Iand Playhouse can return to performing pJ-ays at the 
hj-storic church at NE 6th and Prescott. This issue j,s whether or not the PÌ.ayhouse is a 
"community service" or a commercial l¡usiness. 

'Ihere is no doubt that Portland Playhouse is true,Ly a communit-y service. This group of 
ta.lented theat.er p::ofessionafs has mananged to bring a sense of community to this 
Northeast Port.Land Neighborhood, and indeed to all of us in Portland. Through their
wonderfuÌ serles of plays, lncludinq those of August Wi-lson, they have explored race
reÌations in a way that br-ings us together in mutual understanding and hope that is aÌl to 
rare, and all too needed. They do this while sustaining a level- of artistj.c production on 
a par with any of Portfand's professional theater companies, and whiÌe reaching out to the 
King neighborhood in open goodwiIl. 

T'his Playhouse is a gem. There neighbors want them in the church. 
PÌease let them retul:n to using it. 

S incere I y, 

W,if liam H. Wilson, MD 
3635 SW Corl:¡etl- Ave 
Portfand OR 91239 

http:theat.er
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Parsons, Susan 

From: lmagun@comcast.net 

Sent: Tuesday, February 21,2012 10:46 AM 

To: Moore-Love, Karla 

Gc: Clarke, Cary 

Subject: Portland Playhouse 

Hi Karla, 

I am unable to be at the meeting on March 1,2012. I would like to support the 
application of Portland Playhouse to be listed as a Community Service Organization. I 

believe that the Portland Playhouse adds to the community it is located in, as well as to 
the larger community. I do hope this issue can be resolved. 

Louise Magun 
4028 SW Jerald Ct., 
Poftland, Oregon 97221 

2/2U2012
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Parsons, Susan 

From: 
Sent: 

Wayne [wayne.harrel@gmail.com]
Tuesday, February 21,2012 '11:30 AM 

To: Moore-Love, Karla 
Cc: 
Subject: 

Clarke, Cary; info@portlandplayhouse.org 
Support for Portland Playhouse as a Community Service - case # LU 'l'l-187799 CU 

Dear Cit y Counci,l , 

urgently urge you to declare Portland Playhouse a Community Service.i.n your March lst­
council vote. 

This non-proflt organizatlon serves its immediate neighborhood and the Portland metro area 
with heartfelt sLories thal- build commun-ity. f'm particular.Ly impressed with t.heir genuine
interracial col,Laboration. 
They model, racia-l equity in a manner - and locat-ion - that enríches this city. And they do 
it- through volunteers, mínima-Ily paid professionals and a Ìrandful. of staff who depend on 
grants and the occasíonal (and insufficient) sa.Ie of tickets to support them and aIf their 
materiaf costs. Is this not servi-ce? It ain't Commercial Retail. 

Please suppor:t- their sacr.ificial Communlty Service to Portl-and by allowing then to remain 
in their humble and affordable home. 

S incere I y, 

h/ayne Harrel­

9833 SW 52nd Avenue 

Portland, OR 91 21-9 

http:particular.Ly
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Parsons, Susan 

From: reuben nisenfeld [theinkwells@gmail.com] 

Sent: Tuesday, February 21,2012 11 :36 AM 

To: Moore-Love,Karla;cary.clarke@portlandoregonl.gov 

Subject: LU I 1-1 87799 CU Portland Playhouse 

Please forwarcl my support of Portland Playhouse as a Comrnunity Center to Council mernbers: 

I arn a true fatr of the work that Portland Playhouse does in our city. Being that I spend much of 
my time making art, thinking and talking about art, I love what the Porlland Playhouse has meant 
to the comrnunity that it sits in the midclle of. It is a special place, a space for people to come 
together, whether they are rnaking art or being formed by the experience of what others have 
created. 

Fostering this type of organization is exactly the type of action the city needs for the burgeoning 
arts cornrnunity to continue to flourish. 

LU 1l -187799 CU 

Reuben Nisenfeld 
4504 N Maryland 
Portland OP.97217 
503-353-s001 

2/2U20t2 
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Parsons, Susan 

From: 
Sent: 

Jeffrey Zurschmeide [.zursch@gmail.com]
Tuesday, February 21, 2012 12:31 PM 

To: Moore-Love, Karla; Clarke, Cary 
Subject: Portland Playhouse 

Hi there, 

I'm writing in reference to case #LU 11-187199 CU. 

I supporl- the PortÌand Playhouse - 1-hey've done a qreat job renovating that olcl church 
into a great place l,'or af f ordable theater j,n PortÌand. 

I live down i n l.ake Oswego, but every hime I attend a ptay at Portland Playhouse, f spend
the evening in Portfand starting wi1,h dj-nner for: two somewhere in the neighborhood,
usuaÌÌy stop somewher:e for drinks or dessert af Ler:wards. 

and 

So besides supportlng the arLs, Portfand Playhouse supports restaurants and other 
businesses in North Portfancl. 

In every way possible, Portland Playhouse is a community service. 

Pl,ease designate the PortÌand P.Layhouse at 602 NE Prescott St. as a Neighborhood Art 
Center. 

Thanks, 

Jeff Zurschmeide 
5857 Carman Drive 
Lake Oswego, OR 
97035 
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Parsons, Susan 

From: sarah canterberry [scanterberry@hotmail.com] 

Sent: Tuesday, February 21,2012 12:55 PM 

To: Moore-Love, Karla 

Cc: Clarke, Cary 

Subject: Playhouse testimony, Sarah Canterberry 
Hello Karla Moore, 

This communication is regarding case # (LU 11-187799 CU) 

I would like to urge the city council to vote to approve the Church on 6th and Prescott to be classifìed as "community service". The 
Portland Playhouse provides a viial and necessary resource for arts in the King Neighborhood. The Portland Playhouse offers a 
location to explore african-american issues, and with a neighborhood dealing with the issues of gentrification, more work needs to be 
done to bring the community together.
 

Both of my children have attended the preschool located in the old church, and to me ¡t represents a real community hub.
 

Thanks for your time and consideration,
 

Sarah Canterberry 
4255 NE Alberta Street. Portland OR 97218 

2/21/2012
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Parsons, Susan 

From: JudyDavis flwdavis@hevanet.com] 

Sent: Tuesday, February 21,2012 1:17 PM 

To: Moore-Love, Karla 

Subject: Support of the King Neighborhood Association appeal 

Please convey this message to the Mayor and members of the Portland City 
Council in their consideration of the appeal of the King Neighborhood 
Association for approval of the Portland Playhouse application to use the 
historic church building at the corRer of NE Prescott and NE 6th Avenue. 

We wish to express strong support of the appeal by the l(ing Neighborhood 
Association for redefinition of the Portland Playhouse proposed use of the historic 
church building at the corner of NE Prescott and NE 6th as a Community Service. 

We are subscribers to the Porlland Playhouse series of plays and have attended 
several of their productions at the church. It is our understanding that parking issues 
have been worked out and the remaining block to the Portland Playhouse proposal is 
one of zoning definition that currently requires the proposal be considered a "Retail 
Sales" operation, rather than a "Community Service," which it obviously is. 

Portland Playhouse has added new life and a cultural resource to the King 
Neighborhood in what has been a rnoribund building. There is broad support for this 
appeal. In addition to the King Neighborhood Association, the Portland Playhouse 
proposal is endorsed by the Oregon Cultural Trust, the Urban League, and the 
Humboldt and Sabin neighborhood associations. 

Thank you for your consideration of this appeal. 

John Kysar and Judith Davis 
17617 Arbor Lane 
Lake Oswego, OR 97035 
Home phone: 503-699-8137 

2/2t/20r2 
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Parsons, Susan 

From: MichaelOssar[mossar@gmail.com] 

Sent: Tuesday, February 21,2012 3:06 PM 

To: Moore-Love, Karla 

Cc: Clarke, Cary 

Subject: case # (LU 11-187799 CU) 

Dear Ms. Moore: 

Please convey to all of'the City Comurissioners my strong support 1òr the Portland Playhouse's 
request to be classifìed as a "conìmunity service" rather than a "retail sales" operation. The PP 
sells no tangible product, does not operate during 9:00-5:00 business hours, and cloes not earn a 
lot of money f'or stockholders and hedge fund investors. Its raison d'etre is, genuinely and 
sincerely, a cotnmunity service, akin to a library or a church. Its function is both artistic and 
educational, and it succeeds wonderfully at both. It takes very seriously the needs of its diverse 
community and it is obvious to rne (and, I'm sure, to all of its very loyal and enthusiastic 
followers and supporlers) that its comrnitment to its neighborhood and to the larger community is 
deep and abiding and not mere window-dressing. ln the years I have been attending their plays 
the PP has done rnany plays by African-Arnerican playwrights and with Afi'ican-Arrerican 
actors, plays that I would otherwise not had the chance to see and that very few other theaters in 
our city perfotrn, and these have been a revelation to me. So in that sense, I view its work as 
indispensable. Fufthennore, these guys are good! Porlland is still an exciting city to live in 
despite all the stresses of a serious economic downturn, but it is not yet a city suffering under the 
burden of excessive cultural riches or a city that can afford to throw away such talented people. 
When my paftuer and I decided to move here we were charmed by the musical life, the terrific 
library system, the Fareless Zone, the bike lanes, the wonderful restaurants, the specialty shops, 
the urban growth boundary, the tolerant attitudes towarcl sexual orientation. Many of those 
tlrings are gone now: there is no more Fareless Zone, Tri-Met is degrading its service f'or the 
second tirne since we've been here, restaurants are closing all over town, everywhere you look 
there is comtnercial real estate for lease and a homeless problern. But when we have sornething 
as completely good and valuable as the Porlland Playhouse, those responsible f.or rnanaging our 
city should exercise all their problern solving skills and bend over backwards to lind a way to 
keep it here, by a waiver of regulations if necessary, and not drive it away. 

Sincerely yours, 

Michael Ossar 

Michael Ossar 
9436 SW Wood Parkway 
Porlland, OR 97219-5 | 69 
(s03) 98s-635 I 
(s03\ 442-6159 cell 
mossar@gp_aü.can 

"lt's quite serious, isn't it, this business of being alive?" 

--Anonymous Englishrnan 

2t2I/2012 
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Parsons, Susan 

From: Melissa Chernaik [mchernaik@gmail.com] 

Sent: Tuesday, February 21,20122:4BPM 
To: Moore-Love, Karla 

Cc: Clarke, Cary; Jeff Brock 

Subject: Portland Playhouse is good for our community! 

Re: Case # (LU 1l-187799 CU) 

Karla, 

Please convey to the City Council our family's strong support for Portland Playhouse being 
designated as a Neighborhood Ar1 Center. 

Having this sort of cultural AND cornmunity-based theater in our Northeast Portland 
neighbor-hood is most definitely a comrnunity service. This is particularly true given the content 
of the plays they choose--many of explore Afiican Arnerican writing, history and culture. We 
strongly urge the Council to allow Portland Playhouse to continue to bring this vital service to 
our corìrnunity at the church at 602 NE Prescott St. 

Thank you for your tirne. 

Sincerely, 
Melissa Chernaik and Jeff Brock 
4848 NE 12th Avenue 
Portland, OR 97211 

212U2012
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Parsons, Susan 

From: lmcclearyl@aol.com 

Sent: Tuesday, February 21, 2012 2:23 PM 

To: Moore-Love, Karla 

Gc: Clarke, Cary 

Subject: Portland Playhouse 

Dear City Council Members, 

lam writing to askyou to please designate the Portland Playhouse use of the old church on NE Prescott 
and 6th as a "community service," and allow it to put on plays there, We love this theater, and its 
continued operation in that particular space is crucial to its character. lt is not just any commercial 
theater. lts plays speak to us all, but particularly to the community there. To treat it like just any retail 
outlet is a travesty. Please reconsider and reverse the ill-conceived decision to throw it out of its home. 
This unnecessarily harsh and narrow decision shocks and saddens me, and I am certain everyone who 
has had the privilege of being in the Playhouse audience, both in its original home and in its brave 
peripatetic existence around the city in the last year. May it not remain without its rightful home! Please 
allow it to go back to the old church, where it is indeed a community service. 

Thank you, 

Louisa McCleary 

2121/2012
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Parsons, Susan 

From: Samantha Petty [spetty23@gmail.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, February 21,2012 1:33 PM 
To: Moore-Love, Karla 
Cc: Clarke, Cary 
Subject: The Portland Palyhouse 

Dear Ms Moore, 

I write to you as a season ticket. holder at The Portland Playhouse regarding case # (LU
11-187799 CU). Even though I have a limited income, I became a season ticket holder to 
show nLy support for this va.Luable community glîoup, and to be inspì,recl by the wonderful. 
theater,ical experiences they provide. I grew up in St. Pauf Minnesota near the Selby,/Dal-e
neighborhood. Thls is a historicatly African American neighborhood and when I was young it
had faflen on hard times. Houses were falfing apart, graffittj, was prevelent, and famil_ies
who cou-Id afford to were begining to leave. Today this neighl¡orhood is revitalized. Old 
neighborhood residents have been joined by young families of al.l races and ethnicities, 
ar1-isits have coverecl qraffitti with murafs, Garrison Keillor opened a bookstore, ancj a
wonderfuf teacher has begun a renowned music camp for youth.
Anchoring this rebirt-h is the Penumbra .Theator Company. Like The Portland Playhouse/
Penumbr:a deal s primar:ily wiLh the Af rican Amerj-can exper:ience. The theator purposely is
physica.Lly located in t.he center of the neighborhood and serves as a gathering place for
long term neiqhbor:hood residents. It is also a venue for the rest of the city to learn 
about important issues of race and class t-hr:ough first rate theator. Penumbra is an asset 
to the Twin Cities. It has achieved nationaÌ recognition for its productions and faunched 
the career of two-time Pulitzer Príze winner Auoust Wilson. 

I know The Portland Palyhouse can play a similar rofe for the King neighborhood and for
 
the enl-ire city of Portland. Zoning shoul-d serve as a tool to protect neighborhoods and

promote planfu-I development.

Using the church to house The Portland Playhouse is such a developent.
 
I've attended 4 plays put on by t-his theator company and all were exceÌlent I hope to see
 
them back i.n their home theator soon. 

S i ncere ly, 

Samantha Petty
1106 SE 13th Ave. #305 
Port-Land, OR 91 214 

mailto:spetty23@gmail.com
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Parsons, Susan 

From: Sharon Fekety [fekety@hevanet.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, February 21,2012 4:03 PM 

To: Moore-Love, Karla 

Cc: cary-clarke@portlandoregon.gov 

subject: March 1st city Hall hearing-Portland Playhouse-case # LU-187799cu 

Mayor Adams, Commissioners Fish, Fritz, Leonard, Saltzman, 

I have been attending plays at Portland Playhouse in the historic church building at NE 6th and 
Prescott for severalyears. The plays are excellent and the location is an important resource for 
arts in the King Neighborhood. Recently, their plays have had to be presented elsewhere 
because of a zoning problem. The 9-month application process was denied last month because 
the theater is considered "commercial, retail sales" and not "community service", 

The King, Sabin and Humbolt trteighborhood Associations strongly endorse the theater as well 
as many arts and cultural associations and the Urban League. This little theater is an asset to 
this community as well as to the City of Portland. lts plays continually receive excellent 
reviews. 

Please classify this Neighborhood Arts Center as "Community Service" so it can continue to use 
this location and not have to spend its scarce resources on finding another location. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Sharon Fekety 
5B5B SW Riveridge Ln. 

Portland, OR 97239 

2/21/2012
 

mailto:cary-clarke@portlandoregon.gov
mailto:fekety@hevanet.com
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Parsons, Susan 

From: Barbara Conable [barbconable@hevanet.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, February 21,2012 4:49 PM 

To: Moore-Love, Karla 

Cc: Clarke, Cary 

Subject: case # LU 1 1-187799 CU 

Attachments : Portl and_Playhouse_letter.doc 

Dear i(arla Moore, pleasc forward my letter to the Mayor and each of the commissioners on 
behalf of the Sabin Cornmunity Association regarding the Portland Playhouse, case #LtJ-187799 
CU. I will also bring liard copies to the I March hearing and hope to testify for the Association. 
Thank you very much. 

March 1,2012 

Mr. Mayor', urcmbcrs of the (louncil: 

opportunitics lÌrr lesidcnts and education¡l options fbt oul children. 

ânrong at thc top fèw theatcrs in our sta{e. 

and useÍùl to our con'ìmunity. 

Portland Playhousc, antl ap¡rrove this conditional usc. 

'l-hank you. 

Most sincercìy, 
Bart¡ara (lonable 
3713 NE l5th Avenue 
Portland OII 972 l2 

So3 283 g6S6 home 5o3 Bgo Bzgr cell 

Sabin Community Association 

2/2112012
 

mailto:barbconable@hevanet.com
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Parsons, Susan 

From: marisapdx@comcast.net 

Sent: Tuesday, February 21, 2012 2:37 PM 

To: Moore-Love, Karla 

Cc: Clarke, Cary; info@portlandplayhouse.org 

Subject: Testimony for March 1 , 2012 City Council Hearing [requested doc file sp] 

Attachments: Portland Playhouse Letter to Council.pages
 

Karla and Cary,
 
Please confirm receipt of the attachment. Thank you.
 
--Lisa Turpel
 

2l2t/2012 
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Parsons, Susan 

From: Lee Ann Gekas fleeannS9@comcast.net] 

Sent: Tuesday, February 21, 2012 9:31 PM 

To: Moore-Love, Karla 

Cc: Clarke, Cary 

Subject: Portland Playhouse case #(LU1 1-187795) 

Hello. I wish to encourage you to allow the Portland Playhouse to exist and function in it's 
existing neighborhood location. Although it is a theatre, it provides a benefit to the community 
and is not run as a business for profit but as an art center which gives to the community. 
I do not live in Portland but across the river in Washington. We enjoy coming into Portland for 
the wonderful shows they have been putting on , allowing new playwrights to be heard and 
exposing us to great art. 
Please consider this in your decision. 
Lee Ann Gekas 

1226 23rd Ave 

Longview, WA 98632 

2t2212012 

mailto:fleeannS9@comcast.net


Page I of I 

Parsons, Susan 

From: kfallon [ktfallon@yahoo.com] 

Sent: Tuesday, February 21,2012 B:33 PM 

To: Moore-Love, Karla 

Cc: Clarke, Cary 

Subject: case # LU 11-187799 CU 

Dear City Council Members, 

I would like to take this opportunity to express my strong support for the porttand ptayhousc to conrinr¡c 
as a vital aucl nccessary resource fbl alts in the King Neighbolhoocl. As a ploud rnerrlrcr of thìs neightror.hood, I havc see¡ a 
positive impact by thc Poltlancl Playhousc's plcscncc in oul cournunity. Not only have the Playhouse ¡rresentecl a rvidc rangc of 
intercsting, thoughtplovtlking ancl conrpclling ¡rlays, it also have servecl ¿rs a synrbol oflro¡re. It rneani a lot to know that wc can 
rvalk to a play in oul'neighborhoocl, not have to travcl to SE Poltlancl or clowntown. It also ureans a lot to know that an arts 
olganization ofsuch quality as thc Portlancl Playhousc would want to stay in and sup¡rort oul conrurulrity. I havc livccl in the 
cotnlnunity sinoc 1 996 and I knorv that thc Por-tland Playhouse has become a l'e al asset in our comlnunity. lt woulcl be a llistakc 
to deny it's existencc in the King ncighbolhoocl becausc of a rnisintcrpretation of its rolc in oul contrlunity. 

The Poltlantl Playhousc clccidcdly lrlays a conrmunity servicc to our ncighbolhoocl. Plcasc clon't takc it away. 

S incelely, 

Catherine [:allon 
3956 NE 9th Ave. 
Portland, OR97212 

2t22t2012 

mailto:ktfallon@yahoo.com


I 

Parsons, Susan 

From: Mike Cino [mjcino@aol.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, February 21,2012 6:03 PM 
To: Moore-Love, Karla 
Cc: Clarke, Cary 
Subject: Case #LU 11-187799 CU - Restriction of Arts, Culture, and Community 

Council members, 7o Kal:J,a Moore, 

have just heard of an aJarming development. A locaf theatre community, Portland
PÌayhouse, has been banned f rom perf orming in reslclenl-ial-zoned business buiÌdì-ng. r did 
nc¡t reafj,ze 1-ha1, cÌlur:ch businesses were considerecl resldential, which afarms me as welJ.,
but l-his is not the place to str-ike against l-hat. Wtral- worries me most is that by telling
an al-ready very poor theatre comrnunity that they are restricted from performing -in
resiclentiaf areasr lou ¿rre limiti-rrg tLre theat-::e arts from performlng in a variety of 
innovative ways. Furthermore, by attemptlng Lo remove an estabÌlshed theatre from the Kinq
neighbor:hood, you will L¡e removing a source of culture from the community. 

Please reconsider - don't strike dc¡wn l-his community service 

Thanks ! 

Mike Cino 
Tech services 
10441 NEI Weidler St. 
Portland, OR 91220 
MJCinoGAOL. com 

mailto:mjcino@aol.com


Parsons, Susan 

From: Chet Skibinski [cskibinski6T@gmail.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, February 21,2012 5:44PM 
To: Moore-Love, Karla 
Cc: Clarke, Cary 
Subject: Portland Playhouse 

T^. Count,y Commissioners 
Re: Case # LU 11-181199 CU 

As a patron of Portfand Playhouse since -its inceptì,on, I feel I have frrsthand knowledge
of j.ts goal-s and its wo::kì-ngs. There now exists a s-i,tuation whe::eby the Playhouse rnay be
denied use of,its King neighborhood facifity because its status may change from "CommunÍtyt'Commercial, RetaiJ, Sales. "Service" to If this were to take place, it woutd be a bf ow to 
not only the Playhouse but to the community which it serves. 

Far from being a commercj-al- or retail business, the Playhouse's goal has always beinq to
stimulate community interest ln theater as a whole. To do this requires more than mercly
seÌling tickets. It requires a commitment to the youth of the community by sucl-r programs
as the fall Shakespeare FestivaI, helplng various high schools produce plays that they
otherwise might never even see - let alone have the totaÌ theater experience of acting,
set designinq, and all the other tasks required of a successfuÌ production. Students who
take part in these performances are then also al-Iowed to see the Playhouse, s regular 
evening shows - free of charge. For many, this awareness of the worl-d of drama can be a
fife-changing experience. 

One of the major vafues of the Playhouse is the attent-ion given to notabfe African-
American playwri-ght.s. This is something that atl- of us in the PortÌand area can appreciate 
and enjoy, but it's particu.Larly true of young peopÌe in the King neighborhood. The
Playhouse is aware of this, and does such thrngs as aÌlowing groups of students from De La
SalÌe High School to see such plays as August Vùifson's great "Radio GoIf" free of charge. 

The Playhouse produces excellent, playsr !€s, but I believe more than any drama company in
the Portland area, the Portland Playhouse is a true community organization, and deserves 
recognition of this by being designated a t'Community Service', group. 

S incere.L y, 

CheL Skibi nski 
930 York Rd 
l,ake Oswego, OR 97034 
(503) 636-259r 
cs krbins k-i 67 G gma i- I . com 

mailto:cskibinski6T@gmail.com
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Parsons, Susan 

From: Eric Behny [eric@allclassical.org]
 

Sent: Tuesday, February 21,2012 5:09 PM
 

To: Moore-Love, Karla
 

Cc: Clarke, Cary
 

Subject: RE: Case LU 11-187799 CU 

Good Aftenloon 

I am ìlric llehny, the Directol of Corporate Sales with All Classical FM KQAC in Portland 

I am writing to encourage the City Council of Portland to designate the church located at 602 NE Prescott as a 

Neighborhood Art Center and classified as a "Comnunity Service" 

I live in NE Portland at 4017 NF 30th Avenue and highly value how live theater enriches our comnrunity 

Eric Behny 
Director of Corporate Sales 

The Stations of All Classical FM 
89.9 FM KQAC Portland/Vancouver 
88.1 FM Hood River/The Dalles KQHR 

88.1 FM Lincoln City/Newport KQOC 

{s03) 802-e417 
WWW dot ALLCLASSICAL dot ORG 
ALL CLASSICAL FM
 
#7 lN PORTLAND MARKET WITH 3.9 SHARE(Arbitron/December 2010)
 
THE SECOND HIGHEST PERFORMING CLASSICAL STATION IN THE COUNTRY!
 

2/22t2012 

mailto:eric@allclassical.org
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Parsons, Susan 

From: KileyYuthas [kiley.yuthas@gmail.com]
 
Sent: Tuesday, February 21, 2012 10:27 PM
 

To: Moore-Love, Karla
 

Cc: Clarke, Cary
 

Subject: Portland Playhouse Case # (LU 11-187799 CU) [done sp] 

Hit 
My name is Kiley Yuthas, and I am wr¡ting to encourage you to count the performances 
given by Poftland Playhouse as a service to the community. The playhouse fosters 
some amazing creativity, and their shows are wonderful. Lots of my friends and fellow 
Lincoln high school students have done internships of worked for the playhouse, and 
have been able to improve their learning through shows that are put on by the company.
The church in which PP performs is such an incredible place to have shows, and helps 
everyone who is in or who wants to be a part of the theatre community. So please, 
consider students and theatre lovers in your decision regarding church building on NE 
Prescott and 6th. 
Thank you! 
Kiley Yuthas 
555 SW Viewmont Dr POrtland, OR 97225 
# (LU 11-18779s CU) 

2/22t2012 

mailto:kiley.yuthas@gmail.com



