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REPORT 1'O COUNCIL 

January 26,2012 

To: Mayor Sam Adams 
From: Coalition of Communities of Color, Portlancl State University ancl Poltlancl 
Inclian Leaclels Rouncltable 

Subject: Accept the Report on The Native Amcrican Community in Multnomah 
County: Ari Urrsettling Repolt 

This report fì'om the Coalition of Communities of Color (CCC) ancl Portlancl State 
Univelsity shows troubling clisparities between Multnomah County's Native 
American population ancl whites in terms of housir-rg, employment, eclucation, 
health and other fàctors. 
This I l8 page repot1 is the urost widespreacl study of our urban Native American 
community. It is the result of a threc-ycar research partnership between the Nativc 
American comrnunity, PSU's School of Social Work and the CCC, whose 
lnembet'ship includes a cliverse alliance o{'cuiturally specifìc organizations in 
Portlancl. 
Tlte Coalition intencls to use the leport as the basis fòr advocating change in 
public policies that afÏèct Native Americans. 

Arnong the fìndings in the leport: 

Poverty rates among Native Arnericans are triple those o1'wirites, aucl even higher
 
anlong fiunilies. The leport showecl a poverty rate of 79.1 percent for single
 
lnothers raising yourlg children.
 
lncorne among Native Americans are typically half that of whites.
 
Native Aurerican uneurployrnent in 2009 was 70 percent higher than whites.
 
More than half of Native American stuclents clo not gracluate high school.
 
The rate of inc¿rrceration is almost clouble that o1'whites.
 
T'wenty tiures more Native American chilclren end up in lbstel care than white
 
chilch'en.
 
In acldition, the report states that thcse ploblerns are worse in Multnomah Couuty
 
tlian in the nation as a whole.
 

This is the second of seven pr-oposecl reports by thc Coalition of Colnmunities of 
Color. The fìrst, which calle out in 2010, wzrs a broacler portrait o1'racial disparity 
in Multnomah County. 
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TO'I'IIE C]OT]NCII, 
The Oflice of'the Mayor concurs with the reoonmenclation of'the Cloalrtion of 
Cotnmunities of Color, Poltlaud State Uuiversity ancl Portlancl Inclian Leaders 
Rouncltable ancl 

RECOMMBNDS:
 
That tlic Council accept the report.
 

Respectfu IIy submittecl, 

Mayor Sarn Aclams 
City of Portland 
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