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December 15,2011 

'l'o the Members ol'the Portland City Council: 

My name is Anya Holcomb and I am a resident of the Cully neighbolhood as well as a pastor at 
Mosaic Church in NE Portland. One goal of the Cully-Concordia Action Plan (a.C) is to build 
connections with fàith communities and explore partnerships between churches and schools. Over 
the past fèw years, I have witnessecl the immense value of làith communities working alongside 
other organizations tlrrough partnerships Mosaic Church has developed with schools, churches, 
and non-prolìt organizations in the Cully neighbolhood. 

Exatnples of two such partnerships include Mosaic's relationship with Halvey Scott School and 
the Northeast Etnergency Food Program. Recent outcomes ol'the Mosaic/I-Iarvey Scott partnership 
include: 

' Mosaic cat'e fòr Halvey Scott staff thlough a complete remodel of the stafïlounge, and 
monthly stalT appreciation gifts. 

' Mosaic support for students through classroom volunteers, and a "Kindness Revolution" 
program designed to teach kindness, respect and positive leadership skills. 

. Ongoing schoolyald maintenance and beautification. 

. An annual Holiday Craft fair lbr Harvey Scott farnilies. 

Mosaic partners with the Noltheast Emergency Food Prograrn (NEFP), located in the heart o1' 
Cully, by contributing food and volunteer hours. Mosaic is also collaborating with NEFP to 
develop a program called Land Into Food & Ernployment. The goal of this program is to use 
uudeveloped land in Cully to oller sustainable, organic f'ood options while providing jobs within 
the neighborhood. 

Last week, Mosaic and NIIFP facilitated the provision o1'30 food boxes to }"larvey Scott f or' 
fämilies in treed this holiday season. 

Moving forwat'd, Mosaic plans to continue our role ol'ftirming paltnerships that address 
cornmunity needs in Cully. We envision: 
o 	A mentoring plogram that provides Cully children with access to trustwolthy, caring mentors. 

' 	Being a resolìrce to othel faith communities who desire to establish partnerships with Cully 
schools. 

' Supporting the Neighborhood Prosperity Initiative's Cully Blvd. main street development. \rVe 

are thrilled that Cully was chosen! Thank you to everyone lì'om the City who played a role in 
this. 

' Partnering with Cully neighbors to support the replacement o1'the Town Plaza and it's sex
industry establishments (located at NE Cully and Killingsworth) with establislrments that will 
prourote neighborhood health and livability. The owners of'the Town Plaza are currently 
under lèderal investigatiou fbr money laundering ancl widespread prostitution opelations. A 
50-page a{Jìdavit documents intelviews and eye-witness accounts of illegal acts that legr.rlarly 
occur within these establishments. The llarvey Scott plincipal stated that middle school girls 
have been propositionecl as they wait at the school bus stop dilectly aoïoss the street. Multiple 
sources, including neighbors, non-profit organizations, law enf'orcement and schools, have 
expressed a desire to see this business leplaced by an establishllrent that will bring a positive 
presence to Cully. 



In closing, our lrope is tliat Mosaic's example ol'conlurunity paltnership ancl collaboration can 
sel've as a model for fàith-based wol'k in the Cully neighbolhood as we continue to carry out the 
Cully-Concordia Action plan fbr the good of our neighborhoods and our city. 

Sincerely, 

Anya Holcornb 
Associate Pastor, Mosaic Church 
all ol ço¡rb-@)rnqsa j cp o{l a1r d, 919 



Early Childhood Council 
427 SW Oak, Suite 2OO 

Poftland, OR 97204 
5O3. 988.4502/fax: 5O3. 988.3982 

ü www, o urco m m issio n, org/ ecc 

December 7,2011 

Portland City Council
 
1,221,5W 4th Avenue
 
Portland, OR97204
 

Dear Council Members: 

We are writing you on behalf to the Early Care & Education Comrnittee of the Early Childhood
 
Council of Mulhromah County regarding the Culty Concordia Early Childhood Needs
 
Assessment conducted by the Bureau of Planning and Sustainability in partnership with many
 
members of the Cully and Concordia neighborhoods.
 

The Early Childhood Council comrnends the City for supporting the development of this
 
report. We believe that this is a hallmark document that should be replicated in neighborhoods
 
throughout the City. Planning for the future of Portland must include identifying those
 
opportunities for investment in our youngest citizens and their families.
 

One of the recommendations of this report is that the Early Childhood Council uses its
 
comrnittee structure to help to expand availability, eligibility, capaclty and affordability of
 
preschool and child care programs in the area and to identify and create indicators to evaluate
 
fufure progress. 

The Early Care & Education Committee of the Early Childhood Council has taken on this
 
charge and begun to identify areas that they might be able to catalyze implementation of the
 
reconunendations that have come forth from this community.
 

We look forward to future opportunities to support the City's efforts in identifying and
 
addressing the needs of its youngest citizens.
 

Thank you very much, 

Dobb,.{B-{$É" 
Debbie Buta, Rachel Altmann
 
Co-chair Co-chair
 
Early Care & Education Comrnittee Early Care & Education Comrnittee
 


