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Departrnent of Fish and Wildliferegon 
Nortlrr.r,est Region 

lolrn A. Kitzlrabcr', MI), (ìovctrror 17330 SE Evelyn Street 
Clackamas, OR 97015 

Phone: 971-672-6000 
Fax:971-673-6070 

October 12,20ll 

Mayor Adams 

Commissioner Fish 

Commissioner Leonard 

Commissioner Fritz 
Commissioner Saltzman 
1221 SW4úAvenue 
Portland, Oregon 97204 

Re: Retirement of the 1990 Natural Resources Management Plan for Smith and Bybee 
Lakes 

Dear Mayor Adams and City Council members: 

On behalf of the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife (ODFW) and as a member of the 

Smith and Bybee Wetlands Advisory Committee, I am writing to encourage you to retire 
the 1990 Natural Resources Management Plan (NRÀ/P) for Smith and Bybee Lakes. 

ODFW has provided input on the management of Smith and Bybee lVetlands for many 
years, relying on the goals, policies and specifïc management actions outlined in the 1990 

NRMP. Over the past 20 years much has been accomplished through the Advisory 
Committee's collaborative approach to resource management at Smith and Bybee 

Wetlands. More recently, the Advisory Committee determined that all key actions called 
for by the 1990 NRMP have been completed and that an updated management plan for 
Smith and Bybee Wetlands is needed to reflect current resource conditions, include new 
information on wetland restoration and other habitat management techniques, incorporate 

the variety ofnatural resource data collected since 1990, and address current species and 

habitat priorities, including concerns related to non-native invasive species. This new plan 
(a Comprehensive Natural Resource Plan) will retain the same vision for the Smith and 

Bybee Wetlands - to protect and enhance the Smith and Bybee Wetlands area as an 

environmental and recreational resource for the region. The updated plan will also depend 

upon on the successful and collaborative partnership demonstrated by the Advisory 
Committee over the years, 

i; 
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Retirement of the 1990 NRMP and adoption of an updated comprehensive natural resource 

plan is oonsistent with the Oregon Conservation Strategy (ODFW 2006), Oregon's 

statewide blueprint for conserving priority species and habitats. The Oregon Conservation 

Stategy specifically calls out Smith and Bybee Wetlands as an area with unique 

oonservation opportunity and an updated resource managemont plan will help maximize 

resource protection and enhancement at Smith and Bybee lVetlands. Retìrement of the 

1990 NRMP is a key first step in paving the way for an updated resource management 

plan. V[ith this in mind, ODFW again enoourages you to retire the 1990 NRMP and set the 

stage for thç future vision of Smith and Bybee Wetlands. 

Thank you to Bureau of Planning and Sustainability Center staffwho have worked closely 

with the Advisory Committee. If you have any questions you may contaot me at 

srtsan.p.barnes@state,or.us or (971) 673-6010. 

Sincerely, 

å*t P'Bas1/\04/^ 
Susan P. Barnes 

Conservation Biologist 
Northwest Region 

mailto:srtsan.p.barnes@state,or.us
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Department of Fish and Wildliferegon Northwest Region 

john A. Kitzhaber, Mþ Covernor 17330 SE Evelyn Street 
Clackamas, OR 97015 

Phone: 971-673-6000 
Fax:971-673-6070 

October 12,2Q7l 

lvlayor Adams 

Commissioner Fish 

Commissioner Leonard 

Commissioner Fritz 
Commissioner Saltzman l-j:.i'l i r', i 
1221 SW 4ú Avenue 

Portland, Oregon 97204 

Re: Retirement of the 1990 Natural Resources Management Plan for Smith and Bybee 

Lakes 

Dear Mayor Adarns and Cþ Counoil members: 

On behalf of the Oregon Department of Fish and ÏVildlife (ODFW) and as a member of the 

Smith and Bybee Wetlands Advisory Committee, I am writing to encourage you to retire 

the 1990 Natural Resources Management Plan (NRN{P) for Smith and Byboe Lakes. 

ODFW has provided input on the management of Smith and Bybee Wetlands for many 

years, relying on the goals, policies and specific management actions outlined in the 1990 

NRMP. Over the past 20 years much has been accomplished through the Advisory 

Committee's collaborative approach to resource management at Smith and Bybeo 

Wetlands. More recentþ, the Advisory Committee determined that all key actions called 

for by the 1990 NRMP h¿ve been completed and that an updated management plan for 
Smith and Bybee Wetlands is needed to refleot cunent resource conditions, include new 

information on wetland restoration and other habitat management teohniques, incorporate 

the variety ofnatural resource data collected since 1990, and address current speoies and 

habitat priorities, including concerns related to non-native invasive species. This new plan 

(a Comprehensive Natural Resouroe Plan) will retain the same vision for the Smith and 

Bybee Wetlands - to protect and snhance the Smith and Bybee ÏVetlands area &s an 

environmental and recreational resource for the region. Tlre updated plan will also depend 

upon on the suocessful and collaborative partnership demonstrated by the Advisory 

Committee over the yeaf,s. 
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Retirement of the 1990 NRMP and adoption of an updated comprehensive natural resource 

plan is consistent with the Oregon Conservation Strategy (ODFW 2006), Oregon's 

statewide blueprint for conserving priority species and habitats. The Oregon Conservation 

Strategy specifrcally calls out Smith and Bybee TVetlands as an area with unique 

oonservation opportunity and an updated rssource management plan will help maximize 

resource proteotion and enhanoement at Smith and Bybee lVetlands. Retirement of the 

1990 NRMP is a key frrst step in paving the way for an updated resouÍoe management 

plan. With this ìn mind, ODFVU again enoourages you to retire the 1990 NRMP and set the 

stage for the future vision of Smith and Bybee Wetlands. 

Thank you to Bureau of Planning and Sustainability Center staffwho have worked closely 

with the Advisory Committee, If you have any questions you may contaçt me at 
susan. p.barnes@state,or...us or (97 I ) 673-60 I 0. 

Sincerely, 

ç,*",^ ?'B 6ã/\0/ 

Susan P. Barnes 

Conservatlon Biologist 
Northwest Region 

mailto:p.barnes@state,or
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Introduction
 
At nearly 2,000 acres, Metro's Smith and Bybee Wetlands Natural Area is 

one of the largest protected wetlands within an American city and one of the 
region's best-kept secrets. Surrounded on all sides by industrial development, it 
provides essential habitat for rare plants and a suite of wildlife, from sensitive 
species such as the'Western painted turtle, bald eagle and migrating songbirds, 
to ubiquitous species such as raccoons, striped skunks and robins. Pulses of 
wildlife enter and exit as the seasons and water levels change over rhe course 
of the year. 

The management area is bounded by North Portland 
Road, Columbia Slough and the Rivergate Industrial 
District. The project area also includes Columbia 
Slough, the Ramsey Lake wetland mitigation area and 
the St. Johns Landfill. The Smith and Bybee lVetlands 

Comprehensive Natural Resource Management Plan 
is a tool for protecting and enhancing this area. Firsr 
developed in 1988 (adopted in 1"990), the original plan 
implemented a management framework, provided the 
funding and instituted the processes needed to begin 
restoration of the wetlands. The 1990 plan was first 
developed through a consensus of property owners, 

neighborhood organizations and residents, environmental interest groups 
and governmental agencies. The common vision shared by this diverse group 
included a natural area reserved for fish and wildlife habitat and no-impact 
or low-impact recreational use. The adoption of the 1.990 plan was a binding 
document that: 

. preserved Smith and Bybee Ïüetlands and incorporated the 
landfill into the management area 

. formed the Smith and Bybee Lakes Advisory Committee to 
coordinate the vision with landowners and the community 

. opened the door for Metro's role as owner and land manager 

. approved the use of the landfill's "end use fund" for the entire 
management area 

. established a vision for the area and a set of initial policies 
and actions. 

The Comprehensive Natural Resource Management Plan is a new vision. It 
builds on the legacy of the past 20 years, with an emphasis on rhe resrorarion 
of wildlife habitat. The plan also recognizes the importance of integrating 
human experiences in the Smith and Bybee rJüetlands Natural Area. Through 
these experiences, the area will continue to gârner support and provide 
educational assets within an urban setting. 

Smith and Bybee I Executive Summary . August 201 1 
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Goal and objectives 

The goal of the comprehensive natural resource plan is to describe a course of action that will protect 
and enhance the area as an environmental and recreational resource for the region. The area will be 
maintained and enhanced, to the extent possible, in a manner that is faithful ro the original natural 
condition. Upland habitats of the St. Johns Landfill will be functionally linked to the wetlands area, 
adding diverse habitats that support a greater assemblage of wildlife. Only those recrearional uses rhar 
are compatible with environmental objectives of the plan will be encouraged. Smith Lake and adjacent 
uplands will be the principal location for recreational activities. Bybee Lake will be less accessible. Its 
primary use will be as an environmental preserve. The development of this plan involved many people. 
Special effort was made by the Smith.and Bybee rü(/etlands Advisory Comrnittee, They set rhe course for 
the next steps over ten years to include: 

. restorâtion of seven significant conservation target âreâs 

o construction of the regional trail and bridge around St. Johns Landfill 
. leveraging the Wetlands Fund with substantial grants to accomplish 

the goals of the plan 

. continuing the strong partnership with St. Johns Landfill in the 
ffarrsformation from lartdfill to upland prairie. 

Development of the plan 

The planning process o-egan in the summer oÍ 2009with a discussion of 
key topics and identification of who should be involved. The Smith and 
Bybee Advisory Committee provided the forum and direction for the 
planning process. Meetings were open to the public and a comprehensive 
selection of interested stakeholders were invited. Meetings were held 
approximately every other month rhrough }y'ray 201.7.4 public open 
house and landfill tour was held in October 2010 and presentarions were 
made to interested organizations throughout the planning process. 

The process was based on a two-tiered approach to improve 
conservation and integrate meaningful human experiences through 
physical and visual access. The plan recognizes that the conservation 
of species, habitat and natural features must occur simultaneously with 
the provision for human access to these natural sysrems. Education and 
exposure are the cornerstones for protecting the natural area for decades 
to come. This two-tiered approach also recognized that conservation 
and access have different stakeholders, different funding sources and 
different strategic approaches. 

Along with the technical discussions around conservation and 
recreation, the committee viewed and revised the management plan 
for the wetlands. ln L990 there were multiple landowners and the 

designated manager, Metro, had no experience managing natural areas. After 20 years,the projects in 
the plan have either been accomplished or were found unfeasible and the document no longer provides 
relevant guidance. A time-consuming legislative action is required to modify the 1.990 plan. The 2011 
Comprehensive Natural Resource Management Plan is adopted through a land use process and will be 
easier to keep current. 

The plan is anticipated to be in effect for the next ten years during which acions and strategies will be 
carried out, measured and evaluated. 

Smith and Bybee I Executive Summary . August 201 1 
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Conservation targets are species, communities or ecosystems that, when conserved, ensure the 
protecion of all native biodiversity at a site. They reflect local and regional conservation gorrls, 

¿rncl ¿rre viable or at least feasibly restor¿rble. The con-rplexity of habitats and species rrt Smith Bybee 

!Øetlands can Lre characterized in rnany different ways at varying levels of det¿rils. In order to be 

manageable, seven targets were identiÊed. Each habit¿rt includes nLlmerorls species thart depend 
on the healtli of the target. The conserv¿rtion targets identified in the plan include upland przririe, 

emergent wetlands and open wzrter; shrub wetlands, bottomland hardwood forests, riparian forests, 
ancl the'Süestern paintecl ttutle ancl stre¿rked hornecl lark. 

Key ecoloqical attributes are used to measure the health or viability of the conservatron targets. 

They are: 

. aspects of a target's biology or ecology that, if missing or altered, woulcl lead to the loss of that 
target over time 

. the biological or ecolclgical comporlents that most clearly define or char¿rcterize the conservation 
target, lirnit its distribution, or determine its variation over space and time 

¡ the most critical comporlents of biological cornpositiorl, strllcture, interactions zrnd processes, ancl 

landscape configuration that sustain a target's viability or ecologicaI integrity. 

The condition of the conservation targets w¿rs evalu¿rted and ¿lpproxim¿ltely 1,'I34 acres were found 
to be in good condition.720 acres were found to be in fair or poor condition. Based on this assess

ment, priorities were established for the next ten years. Priority orle are actions that provide sig

nificant ecologic, education or visitor benefits. These prior:ities will be implernented in the first Êve 

years of the plan. Priority two are ¿lctiorls that are irnportant and will be implernented during the 
second five years of the plan. The third level of priorities are unlikely to occur dr"rring the ten-year 
tirne fr¿rme of the plan. 

GOOD OR VERY GOOD 
CONDITION 

POOR OR FAIR 

CONDITION 

Conservation target Acreage Number of 
un its 

Acreage Number 
of units 

Open water/emergent 
wetland 

778.5 45.2 

Shrub wetland 177 .6 13 185.6 14 

Bottomland forest 0.0 259.9 1) 

Riparian forest 159.8 10 15.6 

Upland prairie 

Totals 
i 

i 
: 

18.'1 

1,134.0 

j 

I 

I 

I 

I 

'u 
52 

',.i,,.. 
I 

I 
I 

I 
I 

213.5 i 
I 

719.a I 

I 

I 
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Recreation and access 

The opportunities for people to experience this rare remnant of the Columbia River and slough 
wetland system are limited but important. A goal of the plan is to create and maintain a delicate 
balance between increasing wildlife protection and providing opportunities for human interaction 
with nature. Proposed links and improvements to physical access at Smith and Bybee lù(/etlands are 
grouped into several major topic areas: the Interlakes Trail, viewing platforms, the 4O-Mile Loop Trail 
at St, Johns Landfill, the development of viewpoints and a portage at the water conrrol structure. The 
next ten years will bring a change in people's interaction with Smith and Bybee \Tetlands. 

The lntertw¡ne at St. Johns Landfill 
The Intertwine is the region's network of parks, trails and natural areas. One of the most exciting 
âspects of the plan is the development of a trail system with new access to Smith and Bybee'S7etlands. 
With the creation of links to the 4O-Mile Loop Trail and the North Portland Greenway Trail, the 
trail at the St. Johns Landfill will attract more people to and through the area. People from North 
Portland neighborhoods, as well as from neighborhoods with access to the regional trail sysrem, will 
benefit from the healthy exercise and experience of nature at Smith and Bybee \üetlands. The trail will 
provide bicyclists, hikers, joggers and nature enthusiasts continuous, non-mororized access within the 
site with unmatched views from the St. Johns Landfill to the wetlands. 

Monitoring 

Monitoring at Smith and Bybee Vetlands is 

an integral part of an adaptive manâgement 
approach to restoration and maintenance. Based 

on a plan developed by Metro, a feedback loop 
is created between monitoring and management 
decisions. Monitoring is done to evaluate habitat 
and population responses to management 

actions, as well as progress toward achieving 
objectives. 

Funding 

Smith and Bybee Wetlands Natural Area has a 

somewhat unusual arrangement of a dedicated 
endowment fund. The fund was established 

lnll 
with the City of Portland's adoption of the St. 

Viewpolrìt Johns Landfill End Use Plan in 1987. Sources 

of income for the fund included a grant from 
the City of Portland's Refuse Disposal Fund, a 

portion of tipping fees collected by Metro at the 
St. Johns Landfill and Metro lease payments to 
the City of Portland. 

The general practice has been to expend the interest on the fund and not touch the principal. Typical 
expenses include staff salaries and contract property services for restoration activities. In recent years 
the interest has not yielded sufÊcient funds to cover these expenses. The 2011 plan calls for higher 
levels of investment in both restoration and recreation projects. This approach was developed by 
Metro and the advisory committee and includes five key strategies. 

Smith and Bybee I Executlve Summary . August 2011 
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The general approach for funding includes five key 
strategies 
. Use the fund to attract significant grants over the next ten years. 

The aspiration for restoration is to match the fund one-to-one with 
grants. For recreation, the aspiration is to contribute to a match for 
the regional trail and other access-related projects. 

o Bring additional resources to the project work. It is anticipated that 
the landfill fund will substantially contribute to restoration. 

. 	Draw down the fund to achieve high priority goals of the plan. Bring 
the proposed project work and budget to the advisory committee 
annually for review and recommendations. 

o Continue to fund the basic staff positions needed to manage the day
to-day work, as well as the restoration of Smith and Bybee rù(/etlands. 

¡ Enlist the advisory committee's support for leveraging funds through 
grants. 

To review the complete Smith and Bybee'tüØetlands Natural Area 
Comprehensive Natural Resource Management Plan 
go ro www.oregonmetro.gov/sm¡thbyeeupdate. 

For more information 
contactJanet Bebb at 503-797-1,876 or 
j anet. beb b@oregonmetro.gov. 

Smith and Bybee I Executive Summary . August 201 1 
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SMITH AND BYBEE WETLANDS ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

The Committee met regularly and made content decisions about the plan development process. 

Dave Helzeç Chair, Portland Bureau of Environmental Services 

Pam Arden, 40-Mile Loop Trust 

Lynn Barlow, Portland Parks and Recreation 

Susan Barnes, Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife 

Troy Clark, Vice Chair, Audubon Society of Portland 

Larry Devroy, Port of Portland 

Sara Henderson, St. Johns Neighborhood Association 

Dan Kromer and Dan Moeller, Metro 

Patt Opdyke, North Portland Neighborhoods 

Dale Svart, Friends of Smith & Bybee Lakes 

METRO COUNCIL 

Tom Hughes, Metro Council President 

Rex Burkholdeç Councilor 

Carlotta Colette, Councilor 

Shirley Craddick, Councilor 

Kathryn Harrington, Councilor 

Carl Hosticka, Councilor 

Barbara Roberts, Councilor 

METRO 

Metro is the Smith and Bybee Wetlands Fund manager and convened the CNRP planning process. 

Jim Desmond, Sustainability Center director 

Jonathan 5oll, science and stewardship manager 

Elaine Stewart, senior regional planner 

Janet Bebb, project manager 

Paul Ehinger, Solid Waste and Recycling program manâger 

Paul Vandenberg, St. John's Landfill project manager 

Heather Coston, communications associate 

Resa Thomason, graphic design and production coordinator 

CONSULTANT TEAM 

Gill Williams, David Evans and Associates: Kevin O'Hara, Ethan Rosenthal, Brookley Duke, Bob Marshall, Suzanne Carey, and 

Christine lmmroth, Kelly Rogers, Confluence Planning, LLC 

CITY OF PORTLAND 

The change from NRMP to CNRP was facilitated by Chris Scarzello and Roberta Jortner, City of Portland. 

To volunteer at Smith and Bybee Wetlands or sponsor a work party, contact lvletro at 503-797-1890 or 
parkvol@oregonmetro. gov. 

Smith and Bybee I Executìve Summary o August 201 1 
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184$44Moore-Love, Karla 

From: Devroy, Larry [Larry.Devroy@portofportland.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, October 12,2011 l:18 PM 

To: Moore-Love, Karla; Parsons, Susan 

Cc: 'Janet Bebb'; Bouillion, Tom 

Subject: Port of Portland Letter of Support for Retirement of Smith and Bybee Lakes Natural Resource Management plan 

Attachments: SmithandBybeeSupportletter.pdf 

KarlaandSusan: lamsendingthistobothofyoujusttobesureitgetsthroughtotheCouncil. Please 
let me know if there are any problems with the receipt of this letter. Thank you, 

TLutry Þebtoy 
Mitigation Program Manager 
Port of Portland 
(503) 415-6527 
la rry. devroy@portofportla nd.conr 

t0/1212011 

mailto:Larry.Devroy@portofportland.com
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October I2,20I1 

Portland Cíty Councit 

BE; Retirement of the 1990 Smith and Bybee takes Natural Resource Management Plan 
and Replacement with the new Smith and Bybee Wellands Comprehensive Natural 
Resource Management Plan 

Dear Mayor Adams and City Council Members: 

As a past chairperson and present member of the Smilh and Bybee WetNands Advisory 
Committee (the "Committee"), representing tho Port of Portland, I want to voice the Port's 
support for retirement of thê 1990 Natural Resource Management Plan (NnMP) and the 
installation of the new Smith and Bybee Wetlands Comprehensive Natural Resource Plan 
(CNRP). The Port, as a major property owner in the area covered by the plan, has been 
actively involved in the activities of the Commíttee since lhe Plan was first approved in 1gg0, 

The Port recognizes the imporlance of managing large naturalresources such as the Smith and 
Bybee Wetlands as one unit, despite multiple ownership. Metro has done a great job of 
ìmplementing the original plan which was cedainly a rare and forward thinking document, but it 
has become outdated as would be expected over a 3O-year period. lt does not fully address the 
challenges that the Smith and Bybee Wetlands system faces in the 21"tcentury and it is not as 
focused on protectíon of natural resources and the enhancement of passive recreation as the 
new CNRP is. 

The Port values the new CNRP over the old NRMP because it more fully addresses threats to 
the Plan area, envisions continued restoration based on consorvation targets, and recognizes 
the necessity of monitoring to determine if those conservation targets are being met. lt also 
recognizes the need to complete the 40 Mile Loop trail segment through the St. Johns Landfilt 
so that the Smith and Bybee Wetlands can be viewed in a way that has less disturbance to 
wildlife use. 

However, the Fort sees the need to address two important issues in the CNRP before it is 
implemented 

1, A policy must be included that acknowledges existingphysical inf rastructure, such as 
electrical transmission powerlines, other utilities roads and railroads, and the likelihood 
that those uses will change over time with appropriate levels of review under City of 
Porlland code, 

2. A list of known and potential future physicai infrastructure proJects within the boundary 
of the CNRP must be included and 

3. The boundaries of the Plan area must be corrected to follow taxlot lines of all entities 
who are willlngly included within it. Boundary adjustments are necessary because the 
initial plan boundary was apparently drawn by hand and not along actual property 
boundaries. 

Page I of2 ¿?00 Ntr /\ìrycrt',ryÂy Pil¡ltôild OFì $7?i$ 
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ln the meantime, the Port encourages the repeal of the 1990 Smith and Bybee NRMP and 
thanks to the Bureau of Planning and Suslainabilíty staff who have worked closely with the 
Advisory Committee. 

Sincarelv. A , 

fu",M)*'/
Mitigafry'n Program Man#ger 
MarinVand I ndustríal Development 
Port of Podland 

cc: Susie Lahsene and Tom Bouillion, Port of Portland 

Page 2 of 2 
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Moore-Love, Karla 1848,44 
From: Sara Henderson [kentuckysara@gmail.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, October 11,2011 4:03 pM 

To: Moore-Love, Karla; parsons, Susan 

Cc; Janet Bebb 

subject: Letter for support of Repealing NRMp For city council romorrow 
Attachments: Letter of Support for NRMp Repeal.pdf 

Hi there, 

Janet Bebb from metro gave me your contact information. I am the St. Johns Neighborhood 
Association's representative for the Srnith and Bybee Wetlands Advisory Council. I am unable 
to personally attend the meeting tomorow so I wanted to send a letter of supporl to be given to 
all council tnetnbers for review. I'm unfamiliar with the process and I hope I have ¡a¡dled this 
appropriately. Attached is a pdf of the letter. Please let me know if I neeã to do anythi¡g 
further. 

Thank you, 

Sara Henderson 
sara2Gpdx. edu 
859, 420.5865 

10/tU2011 

mailto:kentuckysara@gmail.com
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Sara Llenderson 
10128 r¡ Ilr¡dsolr slrrlr:t 

l)oltlanrl, ()lì 97203 

1'859 420 586ri 

sara2@¡r< lx.crlu 

Oclober B, 2011 

\4 a1,s¡' Sartt .¡\danrs 
(lornrnissionel' l)an SalLzlnan 
(lonl rn issioner lìand.y l,eonarrì 
(lonr nlissirln r:r' Arnancla l,ì'it.z 
(lornnr issioner Nick l,'ish 

Dcar' ì\4ayol z\darns and l\4ernlrers ol't.lle l)olt.larltl (litr (l<lr¡ncil, 

larlt ort the Srnith and llyl>c'e\\ôtlandsi\dvisor'.1,(l<¡nrnrit.t<¡e rr:prr:sc'rrlirrg Llrr: St..lol¡ns
 
Nei ghborhoocl Âssociation.
 

'l'he Snlit.h and lì),ltee u'r.:tlands ¿ìr'(ì ¿ìn il¡¡16r'l.a¡rl. qont'onenl.,l'boLll our 
nr:ighborhood anrl or.rr region. 'l'he u'edan<ls su¡l¡r<lrt. ¿l <lirr:rse iìr'r.a.1, 1¡{'plants and 
¿rnintals essenl.ial Lo [hc'environnlcnLal healt.lr of't.his arr:a ancl ¡trot,id<: avi[al linli 
belvr'eert hunran arld nah¡re. llecausr: t.hc Srnit.h arrr.l lÌ¡,1¡ssWet.l¿rnds arc¡ l<lcal,ed 

wiLhin l)orLland, Lhe¡' ¿1lls11' r.rs ¿ìrì ol)llor.t-rrnil.1, l.o t:x¡rerience nal.ut.e u,itjlin a short. 
<list.ance, rernincling'us of our Jrlact: u'illlin Lllr: t nvirollnlent. an<l Llre irn¡lacl.s rvr-'hâr,e 

on il.. 

ljoin<:d dte Advisory CornnriLtce in Oct.obel ol'20.1 0. \\¡llile rìl)/ e\l)er"(rnt:c has bt.'t-.n 

shot'1., il. is cleat'l.o nle Ìror,*, usc'fìrl joint. rnarrag*enìerì1. alrd l.hese ¡rart.nershi¡rs have 
l-l{:ct)rne, ¡rroviding'hig}r qrrality rììanagenrent. r.o t.lle Srnith ancl lì),bc,e rvr:[l¿rn<ls over Lhc' 

past.20.years. lJefbre becorning a rrrenrbc'l'of'ùle counr:il, I visiLr-:<l the St...Johns landfìll 
o¡rt:n horrse as a birt.hday outing'lzrst¡,¡¡¿¡. I lbll in loye q,iLh t.he ¡tassiorr arrd ex¡rerl.is<: 

<ll'drose irlvolt ed, as 'r,r,ell as ilre amazirrg sight.s ol'bald r:ag-les, t-urke.y vullll'es, beavers, 

¡raintr:d l.urLles, ¿rncl deer vvithjn a nrile of'nr¡, hous<:. r\fir:r.joining.t.hc conrrniifr:e ¿rnd 

atl.enclìng the nteetings, l <¡uickl¡' learned horv helpfìrl a Lool it. is to haye <liyer.se 

l.lackgroun<ìs antl perspect.it,es rvhen ¡llanning* lhr: lì¡t.ure of'all arr:¿r u,hir.:lr is inr¡ror:t.ant. 

Lo tìlan.y stakelroldel's: ellvironnrenl.alist.s, hikers, boâtrìrs, bikers, rìaturc enthusiast.s ¿uld 

sun'ouncling business o\rylrers l.o n¿rnrt: a liru,. 

'llhe NlììVll'} net-.ds to lle re¡rcaled: 

\\/hile t.he Nlìr\4 l) u'as vision¿rr'1,2Q ¡,s¿¡,r :rg'o, bring^ir.rg'toget.her tìc council and rnaking 

ol'rìaL<¡. l)ortland's ¡lo¡lrlation has grou,n drallatic¿rÌl)'ancl Lhis g.rorvth has had a 

http:liyer.se
http:r\fir:r.joining.t.hc
http:ex�rerl.is
http:healt.lr
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rlrantal.i<: irrr¡ract.olr tlre Snrit.lr and lìybee\\btlands. With Lhe ins{.allat.ion ol'the u'at.<:r 

cont.rol fär:ilit.l,and t.he efïìrrls t.o reslore l.lre arr:a l.<l it.s hisl.orical stal.e, l.he art:a is qrrit.t: 

lras great.ly e\,()l\/c(l or,<:r t.he past 20 y<:at:s antl u'e havr': ltr:t.l.er l.ools to assess aIì(l 

ln¿ìlìag'e natural areas. \\/it.ll t.he repeal ol't.he Nlìl\41'antl ado¡rLion ol'dre rterv ¡rlan, t.ltt: 

CNIìl), we c¿ìrì nrove firlrval'tJ n,itll marraging lhe net.l¿rntls usittg tr¡r t-o date rnel.hotls arlcl 

nr<lLivat,ions. 

'l'he CNIìl' sl¡oul<l lrr: aclo¡rt.e<l: 

l,br t-he l)asl.),ear anrl a lrall'u,<: llave ber:n hard at. n'ork revising arrtl u¡rdating a 

rn¿ìnaÉìenrent. ¡rlan fbl Llre Srrrit.h and llybee Wetlands u,hich rcflc¡cl.s the ner,t,visiort 

rvit.hlhektl,t.enc't'sof't.heNllN4l)sLill inLrcl.. lle¡realir.r¡;t}eNl)ri\tll)rvill st'[l.hesl-ag-eirr 

ado¡lt.ing t.he CNIìl) and elTbcLivel.y nlo\/e us lbru'ard into a rìew g-erìeì'ation ol' 

envi ronrnL'lr l.al rnanag'erì ìerì [.. 

Over t.lle ncxt. 10.)¿ears \\/(Ì look fblu,¿tt'cl l.o corrlirluittg t'esl<lt'al.ion llased orl 

conserval.i<trì l.¿ìr{ìel.s and using arìa¡rl.ive nr¿ìrìagerrìent. tr:chniques l.o €t't.sltrt: t.he trlost. 

efTbct.ive lesl.oratiorì rr:sults. Consllur:t.ion r¡l't.he St..John.s Landfììl u'ail arlrl ¡letlestrian 
bridge r.r,ill cre¿lt.e kq,corlner:t.ions in belr.r'een theWillanlet.l.e lìiver(ìreenlr,a.y and Lhe 

Colullbia ììiver. 'l'lrt¡se connecl.iorìs are sig'nificanl.botJr reg-ionally and localì¡, antl t.he.y 

u,ilì direct.ly benelìt the St..lohns Neighìrorlrood, rvher:e l live. 

l)uìling- t.ogeilrer Lhe ex¡rert.ise of'Pr¡rtland lìlJS, PorLland llar:ks, À4elt'o, an<l the Port. 

rviLh the inLeresl.s ol't.he comnrunity alrcl advocates is a pr:actir:al ancl use{ìrl wâ.y lo 

e¡rsule the best. st.eu,ardshill <ll't.he u,ellands. 'l'he AdvisoÐ, Council has been de<licat.ecl 

to the health of't.Ìris habiLat and it.s rvildlilb lìrr tJre ¡rast.20 yeals anrì rve will conl.inur: 

our declical.ion fbr t.lris in.rp<ll'l.¿ìnt conlrìrunity asset.. 

'llhank.yorì lo lìureau <lf'I)lanrring ancì Suslainabilit.y Center st.alïìr'r'ho have w<trketl 

r:losel¡, lt,ith Lhe Aclvisory Conlnli[t.ee. 

I encourag*e )/ou l.o supì)oì:l. thc r:e¡leal r¡l'the 1990 NlìMl). 

Sincer:ely .youls, 

\^* A-L-
Sarn l:lendersrln 

Srnit.lr anrì llybee \\btland.s Advisory Council 

St. .lohns Neig'hborhood Associal.ion 

http:Srnit.lr
http:Conlnli[t.ee
http:direct.ly
http:r�l't.he
http:ltr:t.l.er
http:great.ly
http:Snrit.lr
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September 21,2011 

Sam Adams, Mayor 
City Council 
1220 SW Foufth Avenue 
Portland, OR97204 

Dear Mayor Adams and Commissioners, 

I am writing in support of repealing the smith and Bybee Lakes Natural 
Resources Management Plan (NRMP) that you will consider on october 
12th. I am, unfortunately, unable to attend the hearing and wanted you 
to know that, as a long time supporter of protection and restoration of 
2,000-acre Smith and Bybee Lakes, that the NRMP has served its 
purpose and it's now time to move on to a more flexible, adaptive 
management regime for one of the region's iconic landscapes. 

It was my good fortune to have been involved in early efforts to protect 
smith and Bybee Lakes in the early '1g8Os and to have taken an active 
role in development of the original NRMP. I am fully confident that Metro 
and the city of Portland, in cooperation with the smith and Bybee Lakes 
management group, will continue to manage the lakes first and foremost 
for their regionally significant ecological values. 

I urge you to put the NRMP to rest, which will allow Metro and the city to 
move foruard with sound ecological management and, where 
appropriate, low impact nature-based recreational uses of the wefland 
system. 

Respectfully, 

M 
Mike Houck 
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