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CAPER- City of Gresham 
2010-2011 

Fair Housing Activities 
 

1.  The City of Gresham distributed brochures targeting landlords and housing consumers at the 
front desk of City Hall, the downtown Gresham library and the Rockwood library.  The brochures 
were produced by the Fair Housing Council of Oregon. 
 

2. Staff members attended the Fair Housing Council’s CDBG Jurisdictional Event where they heard 
keynote speaker, Michael Allen, the attorney who was involved with the fair housing case in 
Westchester County, NY.  There was discussion about the expectations for CDBG-funded 
jurisdictions to be pro-active in meeting fair housing standards.  As part of this Fair Housing 
event, a bus tour called Fasten Your Seat Belts:  It’s Been a Bumpy Ride was offered on 
Portland’s hidden history of discrimination.   A report on the day- long event was provided to 
the Community Development and Housing Subcommittee, who had also been invited to attend.  

 
3. The Community Revitalization Program Coordinator was an active participate on the Technical 

Advisory Committee to develop the new Analysis of Impediments to Fair Housing.  The new Fair 
Housing Plan was released on June 10, 2011 with extensive media coverage. 

 
4. The City’s Rental Inspection Program is unique in the State of Oregon.  It ensures that all 

residential rental properties in Gresham are maintained to minimum standards of fire, health, 
and life safety. The program allows for annual mandatory inspection of rental housing units 
selected by a random statistical sampling. It also includes a complaint-driven component. 
Inspections focus primarily on fire safety and egress, structural, electrical, mechanical, and 
plumbing, health, and sanitation issues, including the presence of interior dampness and mold, 
insect and rodent infestation, and accumulation of trash. There were 2,644 mandatory cases in 
2010/2011 and 153 complaint cases during that same period.  During that same time period, 
there were a total of 4, 168 violations cited. Please see the attached report for details. 

5. The City also helps to fund the Fair Housing Council of Oregon’s Fair Housing Month conference. 

 
In 2011-2012, the City of Gresham Community Revitalization Program of Urban Design and Planning 
intends to partner with the City’s Rental Inspection Program and the Fair Housing Council of Oregon to 
offer a four hour landlord training workshop.   
 
Three Gresham representatives to a newly established Fair Housing Advocacy Committee will be 
working with representatives from Portland and Multnomah County as well as staff from the three 
jurisdictions to implement an action plan for the first year of the new Fair Housing Plan. 



City of Gresham Rental Inspection Program 7/1/2010 to 6/30/2011 

Rental Housing Mandatory Casework  

Mandatory cases: 2,644 

Mandatory inspections: 3,356 

Mandatory Cases open to date from 7/1/2010-6/30/2011: 31 

 Mandatory Cases resolved to date from 7/1/2010-6/30/2011: 2,613 

 

Rental Housing Complaint Casework 

Complaint Cases: 153 

Complaint Inspections:  343 

Complaint Cases open to date from 7/1/2010-6/30/2011: 16 

Complaint Cases open to date from 7/1/2010-6/30/2011: 137 

 

Violations (complaint and mandatory) 

Top 10 Violations  
Top 10 violations account for approx. 63% of all violations cited 

Violation Code Description Count 
Unmaintained Surfaces 779 
Improper Number Smoke Detectors 368 
Hot Water Heater Discharge Pipe-Plumbing 329 
Inoperable/disrepair - Door 257 
Inoperable Smoke Detector 183 
Exposed Wiring - Electrical 172 
Receptacles - Electrical 168 
Mold 144 
Inoperable Appliance 123 
System Obstruction - Plumbing 119 

 

Total Violations cited 7/1/2010-6/30/2011: 4,168 
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