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June 10, 2011

On behalf of the Consortium of the City of Portland, City of Gresham, and Multnomah County, we commit to be
guided by the recommendations outlined in this 2011 Analysis of Impediments to Fair Housing Choice report.
When making funding, program, and policy decisions for housing throughout the county, we commit to taking
every action possible to affirmatively further fair housing.

We thank the two advisory committees who helped develop this report, which included housing providers,
housing stakeholders, community members, and Consortium staff. For several months, these two groups
reviewed data sets, conducted interviews, and asked hard questions to identify actions and policies that restrict
housing choice, including:

e Continued housing discrimination that leads to racial and economic segregation;

e Lack of understanding of Fair Housing Laws by housing consumers and providers;

e Areas throughout the county that have reduced access to opportunity;

e A shortage of affordable, accessible units, especially for people with disabilities, larger families, and
households below 30% of Median Family Income;

e Local policies that have the effect of creating displacement and gentrification; and,

e Low-income and vulnerable populations with restricted ability to exercise housing choice.

The set of recommendations included in this report is extensive and thorough and includes funding fair housing
education and enforcement, improving accessibility in housing, and empowering an advocacy group to keep fair
housing issues front and center, among many others.

This first year, for Fiscal Year 2011-2012, the Consortium members will begin to take action to address these
impediments, including:

e Funding the Fair Housing Council of Oregon to continue education and enforcement of Fair Housing Laws;

e Funding Legal Aid Services of Oregon to help fund legal services for those experiencing housing
discrimination;

e Committing millions of dollars to develop and preserve affordable housing, and continuing supportive
services in housing for those suffering from mental iliness, addiction, and other health issues; and

e Continuing to partner and collaborate with organizations that provide services to members of protected
classes, low-income households, and other vulnerable populations.

The Consortium will work over the next five years to successfully implement these recommendations to move
the fair housing agenda forward.

Respectfully submitted,

s e Mol €57y A i,

Commissioner Nick Fish Commissioner Deborah Kafoury Councilor David Widmark
City of Portland Multnomah County City of Gresham
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