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T Û ;I 'I C"IJORDINANCE NO. 
*Amend Enforcement Priorities and Remedies in the Administration Code, l-ees and 
Penalties in both the Sign and Property Maintenance Iìegulations Code to reflect changes 
in application and policy, correct and clarify code language (Ordinance; amend Code 
Chapters 3.30, 29.7 0, 29.80, 32.66) 

'fhe City of Portland Ordains: 

Section 1. The Council Finds: 

L 	Poltland City Code (PCC) 3.30.010 gives the Bureau of Development Services 
(BDS) responsibility 1'or the administlation and enforcement of Poltland City Codes
'litle29, Property Maintenance Regulations and Title 32, Signs and Related 
Regulations. 

2. Recent and proposed changes to the BDS Enforcement lì-ee Schedule require 
amendments to PCC 3.30,29.70 and 29.80 to assure consistent regulation with 
respect to fees and fines and to avoid enforcement confusion. 

3. Due to recent budget reductions in BDS, the Enforcement Section has taken on 
additional duties of responding to Sign Complaints which requires amendments to 
PCC 32.66 to assess fees or penalties as per the BDS Enforcement Fee Schedule to 
avoid enforcement confusion, provide consistency and encourage compliance.

4. Due to recent budget reductions in BDS, new administrative fees have been proposed 
and other fees increased to cover the costs ofproviding services. 

5. Due to recent budget reductions in BDS, Nuisance Abatement Funding in the 
Enforcement Program was reduced substantially and only the most extreme Fire l,i1è 
Safety or Flealth/Sanitation cases are abated. In order to encourage greater 
compliance, Nuisance cases that are still in non-compliance would be billed monthly 
until the violations are corrected. 

6. Allow additional, alternative lien collection rnethods, i.e. f,rling of lawsuits 1'or a 
judgrnent against the property owner, as recorurìended by the February 9,2010 
Quality Rental I-lousing Workgroup Lien Collections Task F'orce lleport, in order to 
increase lien collection rates and enl'orcement program revenue, 

7 . PCC 3 and 29 are periodically reviewed in an effort to correct and update code 
language to insure consistency, and to clarify code requirements so that the language 
rnaybe clearly understood by the public and the city employees who are charged with 
enforcement responsibility. 

NOW, THtsREF-ORE, the Council Directs: 

a. Amend Subsection 3.30.040 A. Establishment of Enforcement Priorities anci 

Rernedies as follows: 

A. Adopt written policies and procedures 1'or the enforcement of applicable Code 
provisions and laws. andnstablish enforcen 
compliance. eEstablish enforcement priolities based on the number of'budgetecl 
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enforcement personnel, public safety and welfare factors, and any priorities 
established by +he-City Council. 

b. Amend Subsection 3.30,040 C. Establishment of Enfolcement Priorities and 
Remedies as follows: 

C. hnpose fees or penalties for non-compliance, provide notihcation, and allow for 
appeals by: 

1. Initiating the notification procedures provided in Section 29.60.050 of+h+s 
€ede;. 

2. Imposing monthly enforcement fees or penalties for each property that meets 
the following conditions : 

^. The property is the subject of a notice of violation by the Bureau of 
Developrnent Services; 

b. A response period of 30 days has passed since the effective date of the 
initial notice of violation; and 

c. The property remains out of compliance with the initial notice of violation 
or any subsequent notice of violation, 

3. Doubling the feespenalties if the violations are not corrected within s,ixthree 
months fi'orn the initial notice of violation. 

4.	 Imposing an additional penalty 
and Penalt)¡ Schedule against any property for whioh a code enforcement 
proceeding is initiated before the Code Ilearings Officer pursuant to the 
provisions of Title 22 of this Code. 

5.	 All required fees or penalties are sta+edþ[ecl in the Enforcement Fee ancl 
Penalt)' Schedule adopted by City Council. Fees or penalties willna)¡ be 
updated annually on alt as needed basis, T'he approved Enforccrnent Fee and 
Penal¡' Schedule will be available at the Buleau of Development Services 
Center and on the bureau's Web site. 

6.	 Providing 1'or administrative procedures as set forth in section 29.70.010 C. 
through E. 

'7	 Providing for administrative review and the opporlunity for appeal to the 
Code Flearings Officer 
Ð€ve+epffi€n+s€rvi€€s as set forlhdeseribed in €haptersection 29.80.010 of 
this-€eete. 

8.	 Allowingexceptions@ti€s-asprovidedinSection29.60,l004gr-lew 

eon1rel. 

c. Arnend Section 29.70.010 Enforcement Fees for Ilousing and Dangerous anci Derelict 
Buildings as follows: 
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29.70.010 flnforcement Fees or Penalties fbr Nuisance, Housing and l)angerous 
and Derelict lìuildings. 

A. The City may charge a penalty in the form of a rnonthly enforcement fee for each 

property found in violation of Chapters 29.20,29.30,29.35 or 29.40 of this Title 
that meets the following conditions: 

1. The property is a subject of a notice of violation of this Title as described in
 
Section 29.60.050; and
 

2. A response period of 30 days has passed since the effective date of the initial
 
notice of violation; and
 

3. The property remains out of compliance with the initial notice of violation or
 
any subsequent notice of violation.
 

Iì. The amount of the rnonthly enforcement fee shall be oharged aee'erding-+eAg591 

fofth in the ier+sEnforcement Fee and Penalt), 

Schedule as approved by the-City Council. If all violations are not corrected 
within sixthlgg months frorn the initial notice of violation, subsequent 

enforcement fees or penalties shall be twice the amount s+a+edlisted in tlie 
ie*sEnforcernent Fee and Penalt)¡ Schedule as 

approved by +he-City Council, 

C.V/heneverthepropeftyownerbeIievesthatallviolations@ 
@i€+r-have been corrected, they!hç+fqp9!!y lwnel shall
 

so notify the Director. Upon receipt o1'such notice, the Director shall promptly
 
schedule an inspection of the property and shall notify the property owner if any
 

violations remain uncorrected.
 

D. Once monthly enforcement fees or penalties begin, they shall continue until all 
violations ien-have been 

corrected, inspected and approved. 

E. When a property meets the conditions for charging an enforcement fee as 

,theDirectorshallfileastatenrentwiththeCity 
Auditor that identifies the property, the amount of the monthly fee or penalty, and
 

the date frorn which the charges are to begin. The Citv Auditor shall then:
 

1. Notily the property owrier(s) of the assessment of enforcement fees or
 
penalties and the 10 percent Cit)¡ Auditol charge; and
 

2. Record a property lien in the Docket of City Liens; and 
3. Bill the property owner(s) monthly for the full arnount of enl'orcement fees or
 

penalties owing, plus additional charges to cover administrative costs of tlie
 
City Auditor; and
 

4. Maintain lien records until: 
a. The lien and all associated interest, penalties, charges and costs are paid in 

full; and 
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b. The Director certifies that all violations listed in the original or any 
subsequent notice of violation have been corrected, 

F. When a propert)¡ meets the conditions for assessment of fees or penalties as 

described in this Title. the Director ma)¡ also cause appropriate collection 
measures. including legal action in a court of competent jurisdiction. to be 

instituted against the propert)¡ owner in order to collect the assessed fees or 
penalties. 

d. Amend Section 29.70.020 Costs and Penalties for Abatemer"rt of Nuisances, I)isable 
Vehicles, and Re-occupancy in Violation as follows: 

A. 	Nuisances. 

1.	 Whenever a nuisance is abated by the City, the Director shall keep an accurate 
account ofall expenses incurred for each nuisance abated including but not 
lirnited to abatement costs, civil penalties, fees. administrative costs, recorders 
fees and title report charges @in+enanee 
R€guf¿+i€nsas set forth in the Enforcement Fee and Penalty Schedule as 

approved by City Council. 
., When the City has abated a nuisance maintained by any owner of real 

property, for each subsequent nuisance which is abated by the City within 2 

consecutive calendar years concerning real property, owned by the same 

person, an additional civil penalty 
Regulationsas set forlh in the Enforcement Fee and Penalty Schedule shall be 

addedtothecost,chargesandcivilpenaltiespreviM 
+his-Seetien. The additional civil penalty shall be imposed without regard to 
whether the nuisance abated by the City involved the same real property or are 

of the same character. 

The remainder of this Subsection A. is unchanged. 

B. Disabled Vehicles. 

1.	 Whenever a vehicle is removed from real property by the City, the Director 
shall keep an accurate account of all expenses an$penahierincurred f'or each 

disabled vehicle removed including but not limited to abatement costs, civil 
penalties, administrative cosls, inspection fees. recording fees, and title report 
charges iensas set forth in the 
Enforcement Fee and Penalty Schedule as approved by +he-City Council. 

)	 Vy'henever a disabie&vehicle, which has been tagged by the City-oÊPortland, 
is removed from real property and placed on the public right-of-way, the 
owner of the real property shall be responsible for that vehicle. The Director 
shall remove the disable*vehicle from the right-of-way and keep an accurate 
account of all expenses aridper+eiltiesincurred for each disabled vehicle 
removed including but not lirnited to abatement costs, civil penalties, 
adrninistrative costs, fees. recording fees and title report oharges aeeer+iflg'_+o 
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ionsas set forth in the Enforcernent Fee and 
Penah¡ Schedule as approved by +he-City Council. 

The remaindel of Subsection B. is unchanged. 

C. Occupancy of Property After Notice of Violation. 

1. 'Whenevel 
an4_plgpglty_owner causes or permits avacant structure or portion 

thereof to be occupied in violation of this Title, a penalty aeee+¿ing-+o-t+e 

@as set forth in the Enforcernent Fee and Penalty 
Schedule as approved by +he-City Council shall be imposed per structure or 
portion thereof. 

The remainder of Subsection C is unchanged. 

D. When a properly meets the conditions for assessment of eeslsan#fegr or
 
penalties as described in sections 4.,8., or C., above, the Bureau of l)eveloprnent
 
Services shall file a statement of such ees+yandÆegs or penalties with the Cit)'
 
Auditor. Upon receipt of the statement, the City Auditol shall mail an assessment
 

notice to the property owner. The notice shall include the amount due plus 10
 

percent charges to cover the administrative costs of the City Auditor. At the same
 

time the notice is mailed by the Citv Auditor, the City Auditor shall enter the
 

amount due or the amount of the unpaid balance, plus charges to cover the
 

administrative cost of the City Auditor, in the Docket of City Liens which shall
 
thereafter constitute a lien against the property. The property owner is
 

responsible for paying all liens assessed against the property.
 

E. When a propertv meets the conditions for assessment of fees or pçuallþS-aq
 

described in this Title, the Director rnay also cause appropriate collection
 
measures. including legal action in a court of competent jurisdiction. to be
 

instituted agajnst the propert)¡ owner in order to collect the assessed fees or
 
penalties.
 

e. Amend Section 29.70.030 Building Demolition Costs and Penalties as f'ollows: 

A. Whenever a building is demolished by the City, the Director shall keep an
 

accurate account of all expenses incurred for each building demolished, including
 
but not limited to abatement costs, civil penalties-ph*radministrative costs,
 
recorders fees and title report charges
 
R€gulâti€nsas set forth in the Enforcement Fee and Penalty Schedule as approved
 
by the-City Council.
 

lì. Costs and penalties resulting fiom dernolition by the City of any structure
 
pursuant to this Title plus l0 percent charges to cover the administralive costs of
 
the City Auditor shall be assessed as a lien upon the real property on which the
 

structure was located pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 22.06 of City code.
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C. When a propert)¡ meets the conditions 1'or assessment of fees or penalties as 

described in this Title. the Director ma)¡ also cause appropriate collection 
rneasures" including legal action in a court of competent jurisdiction. to be 

instituted against the property owner in order to collect the assessed fees or 
penalties. 

f. Amend Section 29.80.020 Appeals to the Code l-learings Officer as follows: 

A determination issued pursuant to 29.80.010 rnay be appealed to the Code l-learings 
Officer along with the paym 
Penaltv Schedule, as provided for in Chapter 22.10 of City code. 

g. Arnend Subsection 32.66.020 B. Administrative enforccment fees as follows: 

1. In addition to other penalties and fines, the Director may charge a penalty in 
the form of a monthly enf'orcement f'ee or penalty for any violation that meets 
the following conditions : 

A. Either a citation, as described in Section32.66.030, Citations, or a stop 
work order, as described in Section32.66.040, Stop Work Orders, has 

been issued; and 
b. A response period of at least 30 days has passed since the citation or stop 

work order became f,rnal: and 
c. The violation, as described in the initial citation of violation or stop work 

order or any subsequent citation or stop work order, has not been 
corrected, inspected and approved. 

2. 'fhe arnount of the rnontlily enforcement fee i 
shall be charged as set forth in the Enforcernent and Penalty Fee Schedule as 

approved b)¡ Cit)¡ Council. If the responsible party does not have all 
violations corrected, inspected and approved within siìÉlhlgg months û'onr the 
date of the initial notice of citation or stop work order then monthly 
enforcement fees or penalties will subsequently be @ 
amount as stated in the Enforcement Fee and Penalt)¡ Schedule as approved b)¡ 

Cit)'Council. 
3. Once the monthly enforcement fees or penalties begin, they will continue until 

all violations identified iri the initial citation or stop work order, or any 
subsequent citations or stop work orders, have been corrected, inspected and 
approved. 

4. The responsible party must notify the Director when the responsible party 
believes that all violation in the initial citation or stop work order, or any 
subsequent citations or stop work orders have been corrected. Upon 
confirmed receipt of such notice, the Director will promptly schedule an 
inspection of the violation and will notify the responsible party if any 
violations remain uncorrected. 

5. V/hen a violation meets the conditions for charging an enfòrcement fee or 
penaltv as described in this Section, the Director will fìle a statement with the 
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City Auditor that identifies the property, the amount of the monthly fee or
 
penalty, the amount of citation fines, and the date from which the charges are
 
to begin. The City Auditor will then:
 

^. Notify the responsible party of fines and enforcement fees and penalties;
 
b. Record a property lien in the docket of City Liens; 
c. Bill the responsible party monthly for the full amount of the accumulated 

fines and enforcement fee or penalty owing, plus additional 10 percent 
charges to cover the administrative costs of the City Auditor; and 

d. Maintain lien records until: 
(l) The lien and all associated interest, fines, penalties. charges. and costs 

are paid in full; and 
(2) The Director certifies that all violations listed in the initial and any 

subsequent citations or stop work orders have been corrected, 
inspected and approved. 

Section 2. The Council declares that an emergency exists because the immediate 
implementation of these changes will provide BDS a new compliance tool (monthly 
penalties) to address the busy season spike, starting in May, in nuisance cases and to a 

lesser degree in sign code violation cases that would otherwise be closed due to a lack of 
resources to abate or issue citations; therefore, this ordinance shall be in full force and 
effect from and after its passage by the Council. 

Passed by council, MAY tr I 20lfl	 LaVonne Griffin-Valade 
Auditor of the City of Portland 
By: 

Commissioner Randy Leonard 
Ed Marihart, BDS	 Deputy 
Ill4ay 19,2010 
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