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Direct the Bureau of Planning and Sustainability to negotiate a development agteement with the 

University of Portland for consideration by City Council (Resolution) 

WHEREAS, the Bureau of Planning and Sustainability has prepared a land use policy document and 

implementing regulations entitled The River Plan/North Reach (River Plan); and 

WHEREAS the Planning Comrnission has recommended the River Plan for adoption by the City 
Council; and 

WHEREAS, the River Plan adclresses economic prosperity, watershed health and access to the 

Willamette River and includes a Natural Resources Inventory that provides the basis for the new 

River Environmental (e) zone and refinements to the existing Environmental Protection (p) and 

Environmental Conservation (c) zones; and 

WHEREAS, according to the Natural Resource Inventory, the Willamette Bluff in this location is 

part of a seven-mile wildlife connectivity corridor that parallels the Willamette River on the 

eastside and supports Oregon White Oak and Paci{ic Madrone vegetation assemblages. The 

steep portions of the bluff are susceptible to landslides and wildfires; and 

WHEREAS, the River Plan designates the bluff on aportion ofthe University's properlyas a Special 

Habitat Area and proposes that environmental protection and conservation overly zones be applied to 

that area as shown on Exhibit A; and 

WHEREAS, the University of Portland is the major institution in the North Reach and owns property 

within the boundary of the River Plan including historic holdings on the bluff, has plans to expand 

the University onto the recently acquired Triangle Park property and has expressed some interest in 
the possible future acquisition of the McConnick & Baxter riverfront property. Both ofthese parcels 

have been vaçant for over a decade. The University began to discuss expanding toward the river in 
the 1980's and purchased the hillside property in the 1990's as the first step toward the River; and 

WHEREAS, the Universityplans to build a signature gateway structure to connect theupper campus 

with the new riverfront campus in the area along the N. McCosh Street frontage between N. 

Portsmouth Avenue and N. Van Houten Street as shown as # 16 on Exhibit B. The University's 
plans in this matter have been under development since 2005; and 

WHEREAS, the University has plans to allow sorne community and neighborhood access to the 

athletic facilities that may in the future be part of the River Campus on the McConnick and Baxter 

site; and 

WHEREAS, the University of Porlland and the City have discussed ways to achieve mutually 

supportive environmental and development objectives including removal of the environmental 

conservation overlay zone along the N. McCosh Street frontage between N. Portsmouth Avenue and 

N. Van Houten Street in exchange for mitigation commensurate with what may be required under 

environmental review for a conseruation overlay zone; and 
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WHEREAS, the University of Portland and the City desire to explore the potential for achieving 
their mutual objectives through a Development Agreement; and 

WHEREAS, the current budget situation constrains the ability of City staff to take on new, 
unbudgeted work such as the preparation of a development agreement. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Bureau of Planning and Sustainability, with 
assistance from the Bureau of Development Services, the Bureau of Environmental Services, the 
Office of Healthy Working Rivers and other affected Citybureaus, is directed to pursue negotiating a 

Development Agreement with the University of Portland, including a public open house concerning 
the development proposal and, if negotiations are successful, to present a draft for a City Council 
hearing no later than October 15, 2010. If City Council approves the development agreement the 
City will remove the environmental overlay zoningon the University of Portland property along the 
N. McCosh Street frontage between N. Portsmouth Avenue and N. Van Houten Street and the 
University will, in exchange for this reduction in the area and application of the Environmental 
Overlay zones, agree to mitigate for disturbance of the area where the conservation zone is removed, 
consistent with what would be required as a result of an environmental review. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the University of Portland will pay the costs required to create 
the development agreement. This will include the hourly rate for staffwho participate in negotiating 
the Agreement and the cost of any required consultants. 

Adopted by the Council: ApR I 5 Z0l0 LaVonne Griffin-Valade 
Auditor of the City of Portland 

Mayor Sam Adams and Commissioner Fish By 
Prepared by Sallie Edmunds 
March 24,2010 Deputy 
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Asenda k+f 52Ø 
RËüd'tJTtOtl no. 3 6 7 I 0 As Amended 

ffiøot¡qt€ a development agreement wtgr rre 
thTiref.sfry of FoÉgfid þr Esrtsüderation by Clfl Council (Reooh¡tion). 
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