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Grey-to-Green Treebate Program 
Administrative Rule 
September 30, 2009 

1 	Introduction 

The City of Poftland manages stormwater runoff as a valuable resource to replenish groundwater 
supplies that feed cool, clean water to rivers and streams, Portland's average annual 37 inches of 
rain creates about 20 billion gallons of stormwater runoff per year, Poftland's approach is to 
manage stormwater where rain falls with facilities that work like natural systems, 

In November 2007, the Bureau of Environmental Services launched the Grey-to-Green program to 
substantially increase public and private efforts to manage stormwater runoff and improve the 
health of local watersheds. The program included targeted investments in green streets, ecoroofs, 
street and yard trees, revegetation activities and the control of invasive plants, land acquisition, 
and culvert replacement. 

The Treebate Program provides a financial incentive to Portland residents to plant yard trees, The 
program complements a companion initiative, in partnership with Friends of Trees, to increase the 
planting of street trees, During the first five years of both programs/ the City intends to plant 
more the 80,000 trees. The benefits of such investments include reduced stormwater runoff, 
increased evapotranspiration and groundwater recharge, increased filtering of air pollutants, the 
sequestering of carbon to reduce green house gases, and the stabilizing of soils to reduce erosion, 

2 	Program Goals 

The Treebate Program will supplement other Bureau yard tree initiatives to plant 33,000 trees on 
eligible property in the City of Portland by June 30, 2013. 

3 	Guiding Principles 

The Treebate Program shall adhere to the following guiding principles: 

a 	Access. Provide equal access to the Treebate Program to all eligible Portland 
households, 

Economy. Employ the most economical and efficient means to market the Treebate 
Program, provide technical assistance and program information, and process incentives. 

Effectiveness. Enact polices and business practices that ensure the successful siting, 
planting and maintenance of yard trees. 

Civic Engagement. Use the Treebate Program to increase public understanding, 
involvement, and networking to advance stormwater management and watershed 
enhancement goals, 

Fiduciary Responsibility. Enact accounting and financial management practices to 
ensure the most efficient and effective use of City resources to advance the goals of the 
Treebate Program. 
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4 	Eligibility 

The Treebate is available to Portland residents based on the following eligibiliÇ criteria: 

Property. Trees must be planted on private propety, and in locations outside of public 
rights-of-way, The private property must be located within the City of Portland, and 
used as residence. Eligible properÇ may have up to four dwelling units per lot. Mixed­
use developments do not qualiff for Treebates. The City will rely on definitions set forth 
in Title 33 of the city code when making determinations of eligible property, 

Applicant. The applicant must be the CiÇ utility ratepayer for the propefi that is the 
subject of the Treebate applÍcation, The applicant need not be a City resident to be 
eligible for the program. 

Trees. For purposes of this program, trees are defined as woody plants that have many 
secondary branches supported clear of the ground on a single main stem or trunk with 
clear apical dominance [Huxley,4., ed. (1992). New RHS Dictionary of GardenÌng. 
Macmillan ISBN 0-333-47494-51. This definition does not include woody plants such as 
shrubs, arborescent shrubs, or plants used to create hedges or other thick, closely­
planted buffers or borders on private property. 

i 	 Ineligible Trees, Ineligible trees include street trees, trees planted within a 
public right-of-way, trees that have been provided and/or planted through 
programs admínistered by the Friends of Trees or other CiÇ subsidized programs, 
trees planted to satisfy a condition of development, trees planted to mitigate or 
replace the loss of existing trees, and the following trees on the City of Portland's 
Nuisance Plant List: 

. Norway maple (Acer platanoides)
 
' tree of heaven (Ailanthus altrssima)
 
. white poplar (Populus alba)
 
' cutleaf birch (Betula pendula lacrniata)
 
. English holly (Ilex aquifolium)
 
. sweet cherry (Prunus avium - except cultivars and varieties)
 . English laurel (Prunus laurocerasus) 
' Black locust (Robinia pseudoacacia - except cultivars and varieties)
' European mountain ash (Sorbus aucupari - except cultivars and varieties)
 . Siberian elm (Ulmus pumila)
 
. golden chain tree (Laburnum watereri)
 
' princess tree (Paulownta tomentosa)
 

ii 	 Eligible Native Trees. The following list of native trees are eligible for a 
Treebate equal to 50% of the cost of the tree to a maximum of $50 per tree: 

. bigleaf ntaple (Acer ntacrophyllunt)
 
' grand fir (Abres grandis)
 
. red alder (Alnus rubra)
 
. Pacil'ic madrone (Arbutus nenziesir) 
. Pacific dogwoocl (Cornus nuttallii) 
. Oregon crabapple (Malus fusca) 
' ponderosa pine (Pinus ponderosa) 
' bitter cherry (Prunus emarginata) 
. Douglas-fir (Pseudotsuganenziesii) 
. Oregon white oak (Quercus garryana) 
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6 	Treebate Award 

The City shall award treebates based on available resources and funding authority. The City may 
defer the awarding of a treebate until the start of a new fiscal year or accounting period in the 
event that a valid application is received after available resources have been exhausted. The City 
shall not adjust the value of the treebate or increase the treebate award by adding accrued 
interest for the period of the delay. 

7 	Method of Payment. 

The City shall provide the Treebate in the form of a credit or adjustment to the City utility account 
of the subject propefi described in the Treebate application. The credit shall be applied to the 
stormwater management user service charges portion of the utility bill. For administrative 
convenience and efficiency, the City may accumulate accepted Treebate applications and process 
them in weekly or monthly batches. The City shall not issue Treebates payments by cash or 
warrant. 

I 	 Site Visits for Tree Verification Audits. 

For the purpose of administering the Treebate Program, City staff may, upon production of proper 
identification and with consent from the property owner or occupant who submitted the 
application, enter upon the land or premises of eligible property. The purpose of such entry is to 
determine the eligibiliÇ of trees that are the subject of a Treebate application, to determine if the 
applicant has provided sufficient water and care as required by the Treebate Program, and to 
provide technical assistance regarding the proper siting, planting and care of yard trees. Failure to 
provide access to the property shall be a violation of the requirements of the Treebate Program. 
City staff shall prepare a report of findings of every site visit and provide, upon request, a written 
copy to the applicant within 30 days of the site visit, The City shall retain a copy of such report. 

9 	 Remedies 

The City shall administer the Treebate Program ín a manner that ensures the efficient and effective 
use of public resources to advance the goals of the program, To this end the City may exercise 
the following remedies. 

a 	False Filings. In the event that an applicant files false information to receive a 

Treebate or files a duplicate application for a Treebate, the City shall recover any 
Treebates that have been awarded to the applícant for any propefty, plus accrued 
interest at a simple annual rate of 10olo, and any penalty for false filing authorized by 
state law. The City shall provide a hearing to consider testimony from the applicant 
before making a final determination in such matters. 

b 	Failure to Comply with Application Requirements. The City is authorized to 
recoup a Treebate award, plus accrued simple interest at a rate of 10o/o per annum, if 
the City determines that the applicant has failed to comply with program requirements. 
The City shall provide a hearing to consider testimony from the applicant before making 
a final determination in such matters. 

c 	 Collections. The City is authorized to employ any legal means to recoup Treebates, 
accrued interest, civil penalties, collection costs and related overhead that are imposed 
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¡¡¡ All Other Eligible Trees. Trees that are not otherwise identified as ineligible or 

eligible and native, are eligible for a Treebate equal to 50o/o of the cost of the tree 
to a maximum of $40 per tree. 

iv Size. An eligible tree must have a trunk that is one inch diameter or larger 
measured 2 to 6 inches above the soil line, Deciduous (broadleaf) trees must be 
at least six feet tall and coniferous (needle) trees must be at least four feet tall at 
time of purchase. Height is measured from the soll line to the highest-most point 
of the canopy. 

d 	Date of Planting. Eligible trees must be purchased and planted during a period that 
begins on September 1 and ends the following April 30. 

5 	Application Requirements. 

A complete Treebate application shall consist of the following information: 

Application Form, The applicant shall complete and sign an application form provided 
by the City. The CiÇ may accept a legible electronic copy or facsimile of a completed 
and signed application form in lieu of an original document. The application form shall 
list program requirements and document the applicant's agreement to comply with 
those requirements. 

Limit on the Number of Trees. The City shall limit the number of trees eligible for 
Treebates on any single property or in any single application to 10 trees. The City may 
grant exceptions to this limit if program resources are available, the program has 
attracted a broad distribution of participating properties, the eligible trees are 
appropriately spaced to ensure their individual viability, and the eligible trees advance 
City goals for stormwater management and watershed health, 

Proof of Purchase or Receipt. The applicant shall provide proof of the purchase or 
receipt in a form that clearly and legibly documents the date of the purchase, the type 
of each tree, the final sale price for each tree, the name and address of the seller. The 
City may accept a legible electronic copy or facsimile in lieu of the original proof of 
purchase or receipt. 

Tree Care Pledge. The applicant shall agree to provide adequate water and care 
during a two-year periof, following the planting of each tree. 

Tree Verification Audit. The applicant shall authorize City staff to enter the subject 
property to verify the planting and care of trees that qualified for the Treebate Program. 

Public Database Records. The applicant shall authorize the City to include the 
subject property in GIS and other public database systems. 

Proof of Authority, If the applicant is a tenant of the subject property, the Treebate 
application must include written consent for the planting of trees on the subject 
property, signed by the properÇ owner. The written consent must identify the subject 
property, describe the location of planted trees, and contain a statement that the 
property owner authorizes the planting of trees as described in the application. 
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on an applicant as a result of a hearing to determine remedies for false filings or failures 
to comply with program requirements. 

d 	Disqualification, The City may permanently disqualify an applicant or a property from 
padicipation in the Treebate Program as a remedy for a violation of the program 
requirements or administrative rules, 

1O Termination of Program. The City shall terminate the Treebate Program on June 30,20L3, 
unless otherwise continued by Council by adoption of a general ordinance, The program shall 
cease accepting Treebate applications and terminate the program at any time prior to June 30, 
2013 as a result of any of the following actions: 

a 	Council adopts an ordinance terminating the program in advance of June 30, 2013. 

b 	The City achieves the goals of the program in advance of the planned termination date. 

c 	The City exhausts any appropriations or credit authority provided by Council. 
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Treebate Program Ordinance	 EXHIIBIT B 

EXI-IIBIT A Sewer and Drainage Iìates and Chargcs 
Effective July 1, 2009 
A. Sanitary Sewer System User Service Charges and Discorurts 

(autholized by City Code Sections 17.36.010 an<l 17.36.040; fonnerly specilìed in Title 17, Iìigure 3) 

1. 	Resiclential Users 
a. 	Sanitary Sewer Services f16.50 per i00 cr"rbic f'eet ol'water consumption 
b. 	Low Income Discount 523.69 pel month for eligible ratepayers only 

2. 	Non-Residential, Commercial, IncJush'ial and Institutional Useri 
a. 	Special Meter Charge 52295 per special meter per bill 
b. 	Sanitary Sewer Services fi6.633 per 100 cubic feet of water collsul.rlptior1 
c. 	Cleau Water Discharges $0.726 per 100 cubic feet of clischargecl clean water' 

to a storm sewer other than a combined sewer. 
d, Publicly-Owned Drinkirg Foutitain $3.284 per i00 cubic f'eet of dischargecl water 

3. 	Industrial Extra-Strength Discharger 
a. 	Biochernical Oxygen l)emaud $0.527 per pound (allowable concentlatior.r 300 mg/liter)
b. 	Suspended Solids $0.639 per pouncl (allowable concentration - 350 mg/litcr) 
c. 	Ilxtra Strength Resample Í1232.00 per composite sample 

lì. 	Drainage/Stormwatel Management User Service Charges aud I)iscorurts 
(authorized by City Cocle Sectior.r 17.36.010; Iòrrnerly specified in'I'itle 17, Figule 3) 

1. 	lìesiclential Users 
a. Single lramily arrd Duplexes $ 19.80 per user account per month
 
tr. 3-Plex and 4-Plex Residerrces $8.25 per dwelling unit per rnonth
 
c. 	Developrnents of'5 ol more units $8.25 per 1000 squale f'eet of irnpelvious ¿ìrea per month 

2. 	Non-Iìesidential Users $8.86 per 1000 square ièet of irnpervious alea per rronth 

3. 	Discounts Clean lìiver lìewards - user lèe discounts of as rnuch as 35o/o 

of the monthly stormwater managemerlt charge l-or private on­
site fàcilities that manage stormwater rLrnol'f'. 

'l'reebates -- one-time user fee discount f'or the planting of' 
qualifying yard trees eqrial to 50% ofthe purchase plice o1' 

each yard tree up to $50 for eligible native trees, and $40 1'or 

all other eligible trees. 

C. Willamette lìiver/Portland Ilarbor Su¡rerfund Charges 
(authorized by City Code Section 17,3(r.010; formerly specifiecl in Title 17, Irigr-rre 3) 

1. 	Sanitary Volume Cotnpouent $0.1 1 per l00 cubic l'eet of water consurnption
2. 	Impervions Area C)ourponent $.39 per 1000 square Ièet of impelvious area pel month 

Note: 'I'hese rates apply to all users, r'esiclential ancl non-resiclential. 'lhc ir.npcrvious area colrpollent is 
calculated lbr the fbllowing classes o1'residential userbasecl on the l'ollowing class-avcrage values of 
irnpclviot-rs area: 

Single Family ancl Duplex lìesidences 2,400 square lèet oi impervious are¿r pcr parcel 
3-Plex ancl 4-Plex Iìesicleuces 1,000 square fèet o{'irnpelvious al'ea pcl unit 

hxhibit ll 
'lì'cebate Program Orclinance --lìevisions to Ser¡,cr ancl Drainage Iì.ates ancl Charges eflective July 1,2009 Page I 
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D. Servage System Development Charges 
(antlrorized by City Code Sections 11.32.015,11.36.020 ancl11.36.025; I'ormerly specified in Title 17, Figur.e 5) 

1. 	Sanitary Systern 
a. 	Development Charge fì3,835.00 per equivalent dwelling unit 
b. 	Line Charge $ 1 . I 12 per. square lòot within the zone of benelìt 
c. 	Branch Charge Si3,669.00 pel branch used 
cl. Wyes and Tees 	 $230.00 per wye ol tee used 

2. 	Stormwater Managernent Systern

'à. Single Family or Duplex Residence $690.00 per parcel
 
b, 3-Plex Residential Developrnent $799.00 per parcel
 
c. 	4-Plex l{esidential Development $ I I 08.00 per par.cel
d. 	All Other Developrnents 

i. 	 lmpervious Area Component $145.00 per 1000 square feet ol'iurpervious arca
ii. 	Frontage Component fì4,50 per linear foot of fì-outage
iii. 	Trip Generation Cornponent fj2,36 per daily vehicle trip 

lì. Building Plan Review Fees based on Type of Iìcvielv 
(authorized by City Code Section 17.36.065; formelly specifiecl in Title 17, FigLrre 8) 

Unit Fee Minimurn*
1. One or two làrnily residential structures 

or each clwelling unit of a row house developrnent. $136 $136 
a. 	Revisions/llecheck Fees for Residential Pcrmits fj68 

2. 	Structures auxiliary to or interior moclif ications ol'one or two lànrily 
resiclential dwelling units submitted on a separate application Íì68 $68 

3. 	Teuant improvernents in ancl adclitions to comurercial br.rilclings $136 $136 

4. 	Corulercial Buildings (othel than those listed in 1,2, ancl 3 above) fi213 !i273 
a. 	Revisions/Iìecheck Irees 1òr Comurelcial Permits $ 136 

5, 	Private stormwatel'facilities fbl development that does not include
 
structures (such as private streets and parking lots)
 
a. 	For impervious areas up to 5,000 square feet $ 136 $ 136 
b. 	F-ol impervious areas over 5,000 sc¡uare lèet lì,2j3 !)213 
c. 	I-Ioully rate for complex plan review by agleement with applicant $ì61 

6. 	Additional Charge for plans reviewed by the Bureau of Environmental Services 
a. 	Partial Review Fee (less than 30 urinutes) fì31

b, Stanclard Review Iree (gleater than 30 minutes but less tlian 1.5 hours) 
 5,92 
c. 	Complex Review Þ-ee (greater than 1.5 lionrs; recheck fees do not apply, 

ancl total tirne is tracked ancl assessecl pet'permit) fì63 per hour. 
d. 	llecheck F'ee (incomplete cotrections/revisions were lnade 

and all adclitional check sheet is gencratecl) $22 per checl< sheet 

1 . 	 Iìee f'or Major Plojects Gror,rp (assignecl by lìurean o1'Developrnent Services) fì20,500 

F. Land Use lìcvicrv lrees 
(aulhor'ìzeclby City Cocle Section 11.36.065; lòr'melly specilìed in'I'itlc 17, FigLrle 8) 

1. 	Acljustment lìec 
a, Iìesidontiall;enccs/Decks/Eavcs 'l'ype II NiA 
b. 	lìesidential-l.ots w/existing single dwelling 'l'ype II $gq 
c. 	All other rcsiclential acljustments Type ìl $89
d. 	Non-resiclcntial or Mixecl Use 'l'ype II $ 133 

Ilxhibit Il 
'lì'eebate Program Ordinance - Iìevisions to Sewer and Drainage Iìaies ancì Chalges eflèclive.luly 1,2009 Page2 
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2. Centr-al City Parking Revrew 

3. Cornprehensive Plan Map Aurenclment 

4. Conditional Use 
a. 'Iype I 
b. Minor 
c. Minor-Racliolì'equency
d. Major-New 
e. Major-existing
f. Major-radiofì'equency 

5. I)esign lìeview 
a. Major

b, Minor A
 
o. Minor B 
cl. Minor C 
e. Modifìcations 

6. linvilonmentaI lìeview (EN) 
a. Resource Enhancement/Property Line Adjustment 
b. Residential Use (only) 
c. Non-residential or Mixecl Use 

1. llnvironmental lleview - ì)rotection Zone 

8. Envilonmental Violation lìeview 
a. Type II lequirecl
 
tr. Columbia South Shore Plan Disttict (CSSPD)
 
c. CSSPD, undiviclable lot w/exist. Single clwelling 
cl. Type III required 
e, Undividable lot w/exist. Single clwelling 

9. Final Plat 
a. Type I Land Division (l,D) (no new stleet) 
b. Type I/Ilx Land l)ivision (new street) 
c. Type llx Lancl Division (no rrcw slrcct) 
d. 'ì'ypc lll Land Division 

10. Greenway 
a. l{esidential Use (only) 
b. Non¡'esidential or Mixed Use 

11. I lislorit' I andnrnlk Dcsignatiorr 

12. Ilistoric Lanclmark l)emo 

13. Impact Mitigation Plan - All 'l'ypes 

14. l.ancl Division Iìeview 
a. Type I 
b. Type IIx 
c. Type III 
d. I-ancl Division Subclivision w/Envil'onmental lìeview 
e . Land Division Subdivision r,v/lluvilouurental lìeview 

Exhibir B 

'ìiype Ill 

Type III 

Type I 
Type II 
Type II 
Type III 
Type III 
Type III 

Type III 
Type I/ll
"fype I/ll 
Type l/ll 

'fype I 
'fype II 
'l'ype II 

Type III 

Type II 
'fype II 
'l-ype II 
Type Ill 
1'ype III 

Type 
Type 
Type 
Type 

Type ll 
Type ll 

'l'ype lll 

'I'ype IV 

'l'ypes ll/lll 

'l'ype I 
'lype llx 
'l'ype lll 
'I'ype lll 
Typc lll 

N/A 

$ì667 

$ss 
sì110 
N/A 
$3 s6 

$ 178 

NiA 

$667 
$3 56 

$ i78 
$8e 

N/A 

$s0 
$534 
$667 

$667 

$3s6 
$ì3s6 

$3s6 
$3 s6 

$3 56 

$110 
.$261 

$ 133 

$s34 

$356 
$534 

N/A 

N/A 

$8e0 

{ 111 

f,534 
fì1,557
{t rtq 

$534 

T'r'eebatc l'rogram Orclinance -- llevisions to Server ancl Drainagc l{ates ar.rci Charges ellective .lr"rly 1, 2009 Page 3 
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15. Land Division Amendrnent Types I/II/III $110 

16. Lot Consolidation Type I $ 133 

17. Master Plan 
a. Minol amendment 
b. New/Major amenclmeut 

Type II 
Type III 

fi267 
$890 

I 8. Non-Coni'onning Situation Type II $89 

19. Non-Conforrning Status Type lI N/A 

20. Parking Review--Marquam Iìill Types I/lII N/A 

21, Plamed Development Review Types llx/Ill $1,112 

22. Pla¡ned l)evelopment Amendment 1'ypcs IIx/IIl fB 178 

23. Pre-Application Confòrence - All Types N/A $534 

24. Statwide Planning Goal Type III NiA 

25. Ttee Preselvation Violation Review Type III N/A 

26. TrceReview Types I/II N/A 

27 . ZonirgMap Arnenclment 'I'ype III fì563 

28. Other Unassigned lìeviews 
a. Type I 
b. Type II 
c. 'I'ype III 

Type I 
Type ll 
Type Ill 

$ì66 

$ 133 

.$222 

29. F.arly Assistance $50 

30. Lot Segregation (conlìrmation) $89 

31. Property Line Adjustment (PI-A) fì89 

32. Lot Segregation w/PLA li 133 

G. Industlial Waste Discharge - Annual Permit l,'ees 
(authorized by City Cocle Sections 17.34.150 and 17.36.065; fomrerly speciliecl in Title 17, Figr"rre 8) 

1. Annual Fce basecl on Point Range 
a. > 125	 $8,38s
b. 75-124	 $4,35e 
c. 50-7 4	 $3,0 r e 

cl. 25-49	 fi2,024 
c. 	1-24 $ 1,060
I. 	 CategoricalNon-l)iscl'ralger' $0 

2. 	Service lìee pel Occurrcnce $52 
"I'his lèe is appliecl to such clischarges not otherwise acldressecl in an 
industrial wastewater dischalge perrnit, in aclclition to other applicable chalges. 

Exhibil B 
'Iì'eebate Ptogram Orcliuance - Iìevisions to Sewel and Dlainagc lìatcs altcl Chalges e1'ícctive.Ìuly 1,2009 Page 4 
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H. Septage Discharge Permit Fees 
(auihorized by City Cocle Section 17.35.010) 

l. 	 Qualified Septage Ifaulers Annr.lal Permit Fee $134.00 
2. 	Discharge Rates per gallon of clischarge $0.136 
3. 	Treatment Plant Alier-Ilours Fee $39.00 

L 	 Street Use Permit Fees 
(autlrorized by City Cocle Section 11 .24.020;1'onnerly specified in Title 17, Figure 2, Items 18 ancl 22) 

Unit Fee Minimum* 

1 . Sewer Connection Fees $ 156 $ 156
 

Col-rnections to existing laterals or extensions of latelals fron'r
 
sewer mains to property lines; sewer or lateral extensions llore
 
nore than 100 feet in length are deeured a public improvement
 
r.urder pelrnit.
 

2. Sewer 'l'ap lì'ees ('Iitle 17, Figure 2,lten 22) 
a. 	Mainline Sewel ancl Manhole Tap $288 $288 

(rate per tap, all rnaterials proviclecl by the contlactor) 

b. 	Wye and 'fee, ancl Standard Manhole $562 lì562 
(r'ate per installation, all matelials plovided by the contractor') 

c. 	City Inspection o1'Inselt-A-Tee installed by Penlittee $78 $78 

* Minimum permit fee 

J. 	IÌourly Labor Rates for Eugineering ancl Superinteudence Services for Public Scwel Improvements 
(autlrorized by City Code Section 17.32.150 lbmrerly specified in Title 17, Figule 14) 

ll'he Burean of Environmental Services shall apply tlie lbllowing hoully rates to calculate the labor costs 
associated with engineering ancl superintendence services provided lbl public sewer ir.nprovement projects. 
Labol costs shall be the procluct o1'actual recorclecl hours o1'service times the appropriate hor.rrly rate set fblth in 
Figure 14. The llureau shall adopt adurinistrative nrles setting fbrth the criteria 1'ol appiying standarcl and 
overtiure labor'ates' 

stanclarcr Rate ovel.tirne l{ate
1. 	Engineering Sel'vices Division Services 

a. 	Developrnent tìrrgineeling $86 $99 
b. 	Construction Services $65 $78 
c. 	Inspection Services $75 $85 
d. 	Other (All Engineels) $97 $ I 13 

The Bureau shall calculate all other costs ol'engineeling ancl superintendence services l¡asecl on aclministrative 
rules aclopted by the Director. 

lxhibit Il 
'I'reebate Plogranr Oldinance lìevisions to Scwel anrl l)rainage Iìates ancl Charges el'lective July I , 2009 Page 5 




