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Petition to Sto the Renamin of Portland's Historic 39,h Ave.
 

Please rerurn petition to William S.t".i¿eiã lg35lrIL 
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Please return petition to William Schneider at 1935 NE 39û Ave., PDX, Ok 97212by 
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Please return petition to William Schneider at 1935 NE 39'h Ave., PDX, Ok 97212by 
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Jo[n us! 
The Town Hall will be an interactive, robust discussion of the present and 
future of small business in Portland, It will highlight Small Business 
Initiatives in the City's recently announced Economic Development 
Strategy. 

The results of the conversation will inform the implementation of 
Portland's Economic Development Plan and could assist to set the stage 
for a small business program in the Fall of 2009, 

Regtster now to learn about 
. New initiatives in the City of Portland's Economic Development 

Strategy, to help small businesses grow and prosper. 
. How small business owners are finding creative ways to move 

forward in challenging times. 

Ëvent Media CÖverâge 
The event will be broadcast on cable TV, 

streamed live on the Web and quest¡ons 

will be taken via e-mail during the event 
with a podcast available later. 

Economic Development PIan Highlights 
Small Business Initiative Highlights from the Economic Development Plan 

. Economic Gardening 

. Creation of a single Small Business Assistance Portal 

. Implement a green "Ma¡n Street" program for ne¡ghborhoods 

Download the Ecanern ¡c.Dçyel-sp.mçr0f.SÌl:jrtqsylpDf) 

Location and Þirections 
Locat¡onr Doubletree Lloyd Center, 1000 NE Multnomah. The event runs from 11:30 AM 
1i30 PM, Monday .lune 29, 2009,
 

Drivingr From City Center Go East on SW Alder Street to the Morrison Br¡dge, Stay in the left
 
lane over the brldge and merge left to I-5 North. Take Ex¡t 3024 to We¡dler Street. Go right on
 

Weidler to NE gth Avenue. Right on NE gth Avenue to Multnomah. Hotel entrance will be on the
 

left.
 

Tr¡Met's MAX Light Raíl: From any Downtown Portland MAX station, board the MAX Red line
 

to Airport to the Lloyd Center/NE 1lth Avenue MAX station.
 

REGÏSÏFR 
. Llmlted seating ls available, so 

g.i.ster...n.o.Ì4¿1f e 

. Compllmentary Lunch Provlded 

. Deadline lune 23, 2009 

ÞIÞ YOU KNOW? 
. s- m a.! l,-b-u,9i n ç,s9 ¡ !_ç ! i! lc-,q I !9 !lr3. 
sLìcðess of the Portland economy. 
. Over 95 percent of Portland's' 
buslnesses have fewer than 50 

employees and nearly three 
quarters of net new Jobs ¡n 

Podland are created by small 
buslness. 

QUESTTONS? 
. Please contact Claudla Plaza via 
e-mail or 503.823.3234. 
. Get more lnformation on the 

5_trôteo-y 

@ 2009 Clty of Portland, Oregon Portlandonl¡ne - Servlces - Vlsiting - Government - L¡ving - EmployeesDlsclalmer & Prlvacy Pollcy - Accesslbillty 

I of I 611712009 3: l5 PM 
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Mayor Adams, Commissioners Fish, Fritz, Leonard and Saltzman. 

This historical moment has been long in coming. 

A Latino presence in what is now the United States goes back to Spanish 
settlement in the sixteenth century. 

In the State of Oregon, Lynn Stephen and Marcela Mendoza document the 
presence of the earliest Mexican migrants as mule-packers, miners and 
vaqueros (cowboys) who brought their trade from what was greater Mexico 
to the U.S. mule packers who moved supplies from northern California as far 
north as the Illinois River Valley in Oregon. 

In the 1850's Mexican mule packers supplied the Second Regiment Oregon 
Mounted Volunteers. 

Around that time Portland and Portland Public Schools were being 
established, 

And just last month voters in Portland Public Schools elected the first Latino 
Americano of Mexican descent to the school board in its 158 year history. 

Although the campaign did not specifically call on voters to make history by 

electing a Latino, their vote added a new page to the history of the district 
and gave a visible presence to Latinos in our community. 

Today, you are about to write another page in the 158 year history of 
Portland, the visible recognition of a Latino Americano of Mexican descent by 
renaming a street after Cesar E. Chavez. 

I congratulate you in advance of the vote for making this mark in history. 

And I want to personally thank you for resisting the pressure not to take this 
step forward. In his letter from the Birmingham jail Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr, recalled how people were calling his activities "unwise and untimely." 

We hear many of these same arguments from opponents of the name 
change right after expressing their support for Cesar Chavez. 

Yet these arguments remind us of what Dr. King described as "the white 
moderate, who is more devoted to "order" than to justice; who prefers a 

negative peace which is the absence of tension to a positive peace which is 

the presence of justice; who constantly says: "I agree with you in the goal 



you seek, but I cannot agree with your methods of direct action"; who 
paternalistically believes he can set the timetable for another man's 
freedom; who lives by a mythical concept of time and who constantly 
advises the Negro to wait for a "more convenient season." 

Thank you for recognizing that Wa ¡t is not an acceptable response, and 
that the moral and political leadership of public officials is as important today 
as it was for the struggle for civil rights led by Dr. King. The protection and 
recognition of civil rights would not have been achieved if during those 
troubled times everyone had waited for an act of congress or a popular vote 
of approval, 

Today, the Mexican mule packers of the 1850, the Vaqueros of the 1860's, 
the oregon born Mexicans in the early 1900's, the rail road workers, 
farmworkers, throughout the last century, as well as all the construction 
workers, manufacturing, service workers, educators, professionals, and our 
children can feel the joy of an initial step of visible recognition for their work 
by your renaming a street for Cesar Chavez. 

Thank you again. Put your hand in each others'hand and prove that yes we 
can-Sí se puede! 

Martín González Ma rtínez 

Portland Public School Board member 

June 23,2009 
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Council Presentation June 23,2009 

My name is Tom Potter and f live a few blocks from 39th Avenue. 

I am asking you today to vote to rename 39th Avenue as Cesar E. Chavez BIvd. 

Your decision wilt not please everyone, but that is the nature of your work. 
You must weigh the information presented and choose a course of action that 
is best for our community - now and into the future. 

Let me be so bold as to suggest one marker that is at the heart of this issue for 
many of us - How to make Portland a more welcoming and inclusive 
community. 

Portland's demographics are changing rapidly and Latinos are responsible 
for much of that change and growth. They have added beautiful new hues to 
fhe color spectrum and efhnicify of Forfland and have worked hard to enrich 
our community. 

How does a city respond to these changes? \ilhat tangible things can \üe do to 
demonstrate our commitment to providing an environment that recognizes 

fhe úalents and contribuûions of aII people? 

Street naming is an honor bestowed upon people who have made Portland a 

better place by their efforts. [Intil recently, people of color have not been 

recognized with Forttand street names. Over the last two decades we have 

acknowledged the achievements of Bill l{aiúo, Marfin Luther Ktg, Jr., and 

Rosa Parks by naming streets in their honor. Sometimes, they are 
homegrown like BitI, and other times they are leaders who have provided 
avenues of opportunity and inspiration for people throughout our nation to 
achieve their dreams for themselves, their families and community. 

Renaming a street is not to be taken tightly. It is a v€ry public recognition 
that everyone has something fo contribute, and thus, we open the doors to 
hope and opportunity a little f,urther for all people" 

I ask you to give something baek to a communify-a community that's given 

us ân American hero, a labor leader, and an American of humble origins. 
Give us all a street named Cesar E. Chavez Blvd. 
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Good evening Mayor and Commisioners. My name is Armando Gonzales 

On behalf of CECBC, thank you for the opportunity to present to you this 

evening about why renaming a Portland city street in honor of Cesar E,. 

Chavez is important. 

I was born in Eastern Oregon. I was raised and worked as a migrant 

farmworker for many years. I experienced first hand the conditions that 

Cesar Chavezworked to change. My parents taught us by example to give 

back to those that had less and to be involved to ensure a strong and safe 

community. 

I have been a resident of Pórtland for the last 23 yearc,I am high school 

counselor and a life long activist for change. 

Cesar Chavezplac\yed a very important role in my life, which is why I am 

here today. An environmentalist, Chavez also advocated for the health and 

welfare of all people and he believed in civil rights and justice for all. 

We have worked through a very long process, and now we ate at critical 
juncture. Becuase of all of our efforts, we have seen countless articles in our 

newspapers, blogs, facebooks and other news medium which has helped 

enlightened our community about who Cesar was and his many 

contributions to our country. 

Let me state some facts about Cesar. He was an American. He was born in 

Yuma, Arizona in 1927. He serverd our country in the armed forces. 

Cesar E. Chavez struggled for change, a change toward a better life for all 

communities, better working & living conditions, a decrease in the 

hazardous pesticides entering our food supply and a right for workers to 

form unions. 

In |994,he was awarded the Presidential Medal of Freedom posthumously 

by President Bill Clinton, who said : "Mr Chavez faced formidable, of[en 

violent opposition with dignity and nonviolence. The late Senator Robert 

Kennedy called him "one of the greatest heroic figures of our time." 
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Through his courage, Cesar Chavez taught us that a single voice could 
change our country and that together, we can make America a stronger, 

more just and more prosperous nation. 

While there has been broad agreement about honoring Cesar Chavez, we 
have heard a variety of reasons of why we should not move forward and 

rename a street in his honor. As I have listened over the last two years, I 
have heard a recurring concern about change. Change is usually 
uncomfoftable, and at times it may feel "scary and confusing". This two 
year process has brought out many of these emotions. 

Our country over these last few years has seen monumental change. We 
can choose to embrace change that will make our communtiy stronger and 

more inclusive or fîght it at every turn. Change is inevitable. In fact, change 

is necessary to improve our communities. 

For these reasons, we are seeking your support in naming a street for Cesar 

E. Chavez. 

The name change will not rewrite Poftland's rich past, instead it will 
acknowledge the lesser known stories and cultures that have always been 

part of the fabric of this community. 

We are asking for just one street of 4,000 to honor an American hero and 

civil rights leader. 

In 2008, this country experienced a historic event in history. As Americans, 
we overcame old barriers and elected our first African Amercian President. 

Let's keep the spirit of change alive and continue to move forward as a 

multicultural nation...and as a multicultural city. 

Mayor and Commissioners, please know that we understand that this is a 

very difficult decision before you. 

This is a monumental event in our commun¡ty. So far it has taken 
two attempts and nearly three years of hard work by dedicated 
people. We have followed the existing code that has never been 
used. We have cosen to turn the other cheek when faced with 
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demeaning comments or hurlful words. We have put our hearts and 
our highest intentions fonvard. 

I urge you to have the strengtth to do the right thing and vote yes to 
our request to honor Cesar E. Chavez with this name change. 

Thank you. 

Adendum: 

During our two year campaign to bring change to Pórtland, we heard from a 
variety of supporters from Pórtland and beyond our city limits. And while 
the arguements opposing our campaign often portrayed our efforts as strictly 
as a Latino or farmworker issue, the following comments arepresent the 
bredth of opions favoring this name change: 

From Salem, Oregon, Mr. Bartola Marquez wrote: 

It is my deepest belief that honoring Cesar E Chavez is one of the 
greatest things the City of Portland can do it in taking progressive 
steps fon¡¡ard to showing its diverse community respect. 

Walter B. from NY, wrote: 

This would send a great message to all youth around the country to 
embrace the latino heritage in America but also to inspire young 
people to continue defending the American DREAM! 

From Pórtland, Oregon Jack Herbert shared: 

What we name our streets shows our values, if we have them. 
Airport, commercial, etc... When we name them after people who 
have devoted their lives to human rights for those who are 
oppressed, we keep reminding outselves of our most important value. 

Also from Pórtland, Meter Shaw wrote: 
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Cesar Chavez was one of our greatest Americans, standing up for 
people's rights in the face of seemingly insurmountable odds. He is a 
reminder that justice may be found if we work for it. This reminder 
should always be known, and renaming a street for him will be a step 
in that direction. 

A Pórtland teacher Bill Bigelow also wrote: 

And how wonderful to name a substantial Portland thoroughfare after 
Cesar Chavez. As a teacher, I'd see it as a gift. A study of Chavez's 
life has so much to offer young people. His commitment to non
violence. His capacity to knit together different racial and linguistic 
groups. His dedication to people who had been marginalized and 
taken for granted for so long. His expansive vision of the labor 
movement -- that unions should be about social betterment.And as 
Portland struggles to embrace its new identity as home to large 
numbers of Latinos, what better way to announce our commitment to 
multiculturalism and anti-racism? . 

Hatie Larrouy from Póftland wrote: 

As a public health nurse I know that his work had a huge impact on 
the health and civil rights of many Americans. I would be happy to 
shop on a street named for Cesar Chavez. 

And John McKee from Pórtland wrote these words: 

Naming a street in honor of Cesar Chavez has profound meaning for 
all Oregonians. He was a great American who should be 
remembered as an important leader and role model for future 
generations. 




