Ordinance No. 182413
Authorize Intergovernmental Agreements with local governments to accept funding for the Green Development Resource Center housed in the Office of Sustainable Development  (Ordinance)

The City of Portland ordains:

Section 1.
The Council finds that:

1. In 2000, Commissioner Dan Saltzman created the Green Building Program within the City’s Office of Sustainable Development (OSD) to develop a City green building policy and to provide technical assistance, resources, and training to Portland’s building industry and residents.

2. Green building practices help to reduce waste, improve energy efficiency, manage stormwater on-site, conserve water, reduce toxics, and improve building durability and performance.

3. The Green Building Program has provided services to more than 5,000 Portland residents and businesses in each of the past two years. Since 2000, demand for information and resources related to green development in the Portland region has grown rapidly, but because OSD is funded to provide services solely within the city of Portland, OSD currently does not have the capacity to serve as the resource for the growing regional demand for information on green development.  

4. The Green Development Resource Center that is housed at OSD and funded by regional governments to provide services beyond the Portland area accelerates the spread of green building practices, waste reduction and site restoration activities, leveraging OSD’s current efforts and helping to make green building practices standard throughout the Portland region.

5. Metro, Washington County, Clackamas County contribute funding to the region-wide Green Development Resource Center to provide high-quality, independent information about green building and site development practices to residents and the building community throughout the Portland metro region.

NOW THEREFORE, the Council directs:

a. The Director of the Office of Sustainable Development and the City Auditor are hereby authorized to enter into intergovernmental agreements with Metro, Washington County and Clackamas County subject to each such agreement being approved as to form by the City Attorney, in order to accept funding for the regional Green Development Resource Center housed in the Office of Sustainable Development.

b. Additionally, the Director of the Office of Sustainable Development and the City Auditor are hereby authorized to enter into amendments of the intergovernmental agreements referenced in the immediately preceding directive, subject to each such amendment being approved as to form by the City Attorney.
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