ORDINANCE No. 182410 AS AMENDED
*Establish Excused Time (E-Time) Pilot Program for employees of the Bureau of Development Services for a period to end September 30, 2009 (Ordinance)
The City of Portland ordains:
Section 1.  The Council finds:

1. The Bureau of Development Services is experiencing a significant reduction in certain aspects of the bureau’s work due to the worsening economy. 


2. The Bureau is looking at various ways to reduce costs during known economic downturns.

3. Excused Time (E-Time), as defined in the Excused Time Leave Policy, Exhibit A (attached), allows employees to voluntarily take unpaid leave at a maximum of 80 days total (640 work hours) in 20 day (160 work hours) increments or less, and without using their accrued leave balance. This is a benefit to employees by providing additional flexibility and to the Bureau of Development Services by providing a reduction in their salary costs. City paid benefits will continue for eligible employees while on excused time (E-Time).  Required premium contribution will be paid prior to the beginning of the leave providing pre-tax contributions for the employee.  Opt-out dollars will not be paid during E-Time.

4. Bureau of Development Services will provide a cost benefit analysis upon completion of the E-Time Pilot Program.  Bureau of Development Services in conjunction with Bureau of Human Resources will present recommendations to council as to the continuation of this program. 

5. Bureau of Development Services estimates a savings of $55,352 based on an average of ten (10) employee’s participating in this program (Exhibit B).


NOW, THEREFORE, the Council directs:

a. To implement the E-Time Pilot Program for the Bureau of Development Services as outlined in Exhibit A. 
Section 2.
The Council declares that an emergency exists in order expedite potential savings and offset existing revenue reductions for the Bureau of Development Services.  E-Time Pilot Program action may occur without delay; therefore, this ordinance shall be in force and effect from after its passage by the Council.

Passed by the Council, December 10, 2008

GARY BLACKMER

Auditor of the City of Portland

Mayor Potter






By /s/ Susan Parsons
Office of Management and Finance



Deputy

Yvonne L. Deckard:

December 10, 2008
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