ORDINANCE No. 182351
*Accept a $194,596 grant award from Oregon Parks & Recreation Department, Land & Water Conservation Fund to rehabilitate Strasser Field at East Delta Park (Ordinance)

The City of Portland ordains:

Section 1 The Council finds that:

1. For a decade the all-weather surface at Strasser Field has served participants and spectators of all ages, both genders, and all economic and ethnic backgrounds. The 2003-2007 Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan (SCORP) establishes life expectancy for Football/Soccer fields as 5-10 years. The manufacturer of the current synthetic turf on Strasser Field estimates the product life at 8+ years.  
2. Strasser Field has not received a new playing surface since it was built in 1997.  After 11 years of high impact use, this vital resource is in dire need of rehabilitation.  

3. With more than 18,000 men, women, and children playing soccer and lacrosse in leagues and schools across the city, Strasser Field remains in high demand in spite of its condition.  

4. There are 650 permitted games a year and the field is open to the general public for a variety of recreation uses when permitted games and practices are not scheduled.  

5. The Parks 2020 Vision highlights the challenge that existing sport fields are heavily used, highly programmed, and in short supply.  Therefore, the plan recommends that the capacity of existing fields be increased by partnering with users and other institutions.
6. The Sports Work Group was formed as an advisory committee to Portland Parks & Recreation’s sport’s program office.  All organized sports users of Portland Parks and Recreation fields or gymnasiums are represented.  
7. Sports Work Group representatives have acknowledged the dire condition of PP&R fields and have assisted Portland Parks & Recreation in setting priorities for major rehabilitation projects, such as Strasser Field.
8. The Sports Work Group created a method for assisting the city to address needed improvements.  They created a trust fund dedicated to field and facility improvements, and contributed $271,404 to the Strasser Field Rehabilitation project.
9. The grant program requires a dollar-for-dollar match.  In addition to the contribution from the Sports User Group, matching resources will come from the Portland Parks & Recreation General Maintenance Fund.

NOW, THEREFORE, The Council Directs:

a. The Mayor is hereby authorized to accept a grant from the Oregon Parks & Recreation Department, Land & Water Conservation Fund in the amount of $194,596.

Section 2.
The Council declares that an emergency exists in order to avoid further delay in the provision of recreational use of a high-demand soccer facility; therefore, this Ordinance shall be in force and effect from and after its passage by Council. 

Passed by the Council: November 19, 2008
GARY BLACKMER
Commissioner Saltzman




Auditor of the City of Portland

Prepared by:
Kellie Torres Walker:kmg



By /s/ Susan Parsons
November 6, 2008
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