ORDINANCE No. 182297
Accept a $656,600 Economic Development Initiative Special Project Grant from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development to plan the development of the Washington Monroe Community Center, a new full-service community center in southeast Portland  (Ordinance)
The City of Portland ordains:

Section 1 The Council finds that:

1. The Washington Monroe [WaMo] Community Center will exist primarily to serve local residents within a 3.5 mile radius as a multi-generational leisure and recreation center.  The facility’s secondary role will function as a regional recreation attraction—as population growth projections indicate at least 70,000 new residents will make their home in Portland by 2020.  
2. This location was determined as highly appropriate to become a new full-scope community center.  In addition, the acreage of the land was determined sufficient to accommodate a community center, a year-round aquatics center, outdoor recreational facilities, and parking. 
3. There is considerable positive community economic impact potential with the development of the Washington Monroe Community Center.  PP&R plans to leverage resources, work with existing facilities, and work creatively with partners to meet the needs and expectations of the community.  
4. The Washington Monroe Community Center will enhance family-friendly recreation opportunities; provide health and fitness programs, in addition to a broad mix of social, educational and recreational programming.  The community center will be multi-generational and will accommodate all age groups, income levels and ability levels.  It would be a facility for the community, not just in the community.
5. EDI-SP funds will be used to conduct a Feasibility and Market Study.  The Feasibility Study will provide rigorous analysis of the recreation market and related services.   
6. The public involvement process for the Washington Monroe Community Center has lead to strong support from community members in the surrounding neighborhoods.  Additional public involvement for this project will be funded by EDI-SP funds. 
7. No match is required by this grant. 
NOW THEREFORE, the Council directs:

a. The Mayor is hereby authorized to accept a grant award from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development—Economic Development Initiative (EDI) Special Project Grant Program in the amount of $656,600.

Passed by the Council: October 29, 2008


GARY BLACKMER
Commissioner Saltzman

Prepared by:
Kellie Torres Walker:kmg



By /s/ Susan Parsons
October 9, 2008
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