ORDINANCE No. 182288
Authorize a $225,000 grant agreement with Portland Metropolitan Exposition and Recreation Committee for the design, program and budget development for the renovation of the Arlene Schnitzer Concert Hall  (Ordinance)

The City of Portland Ordains:

Section 1: The Council Finds: 


1.  The Metropolitan Exposition and Recreation Commission (MERC) is a subsidiary of Metro, the elected regional government.


2.  MERC’s mission is to enhance the livability and economic vitality of the metropolitan region through sound stewardship, expert management and creative development of the region’s public assembly venues.


3.  The venues within MERC’s management and stewardship include the Portland Center for the Performing Arts (“PCPA”), which is owned by the City of Portland.  


4.  PCPA is the hub of Portland’s downtown nightlife and the heart of Portland’s thriving Broadway Cultural Arts District. 


5.  The Arlene Schnitzer Concert Hall (the “Schnitzer”), a beautiful historic theater in the Italian Rococo Revival architectural style located in downtown Portland, is the home to the Oregon Symphony, the White Bird Dance Company, Portland Arts & Lectures, and many more local performing arts groups and visiting performance events.


6.  The Schnitzer building was renovated and restored in 1984 and now requires additional renovation and restoration.  


7.  The Council recognizes the importance of the Schnitzer to the cultural life of the City.


8.  The Council appropriated $225,000 in the FY 2008-09 adopted budget (ordinance #181984, adopted June 26, 2008) in one-time resources for the design, program and budget development for the renovation and expansion of the Schnitzer, which will also provide information necessary to complete a business plan and commence the formal fund-raising efforts.
Now therefore, the Council Directs: 
a. The Office of Management and Finance is authorized to enter into a Grant Agreement with MERC in the form attached as Exhibit A. 
Passed by the Council: October 29, 2008
Mayor Tom Potter

Prepared by: Tracy Pool Reeve



GARY BLACKMER

Date Prepared:  October 8, 2008



Auditor of the City of Portland








By: /s/ Susan Parsons
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