ORDINANCE No. 182213 AS AMENDED
*Update Code Chapter 5.68 regarding the procurement of professional, technical and expert services. (Ordinance; amend Code Chapter 5.68)

The City of Portland ordains:

Section 1. The Council finds:

1. Chapter 5.68 of the City Code applies to the procurement of professional, technical and expert (“PTE”) services.            

2. The Bureau of Purchases and the City Attorney’s office have determined Chapter 5.68 should be amended to make grammatical changes and to adjust requirements in three areas:  public record requests, the hiring of confidential consultants for the City Attorney and the acquisition of PTE services in conjunction with other services.                
3. First, the Code is clarified to provide that the City’s response to public records requests will be the same for PTE contracts as it is for other types of contracts.               

4. Second, the Code is clarified to permit the City Attorney’s office to keep certain consultant contracts, and contract amendments, confidential and protected by the attorney-client privilege.  The Code currently recognizes this for expert witnesses, and the privilege is equally necessary for retention of outside counsel and other types of expert consultants needed in order to provide legal assistance.           

5. Third, the Code is clarified to permit the acquisition of PTE services in conjunction with the acquisition of goods, and non-PTE services.  This conforms the Code to actual City practice.     

NOW, THEREFORE, the Council directs:

a. Code Chapter 5.68 is hereby amended as shown on the attached Exhibit A. 
Section 2. The Council declares that an emergency exists because these corrections will permit the City to acquire PTE services in a more effective fashion; therefore, this ordinance shall be in force and effect from and after its passage by the Council.
	Passed by the Council: September 24, 2008
Mayor Tom Potter

Prepared by: J. Baer/J. Van Dyke:cop
September 5, 2008
	Gary Blackmer
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