ORDINANCE No.   182170 AS AMENDED
* Approve an agreement not to exceed $18,500 with the Tri-County Metropolitan Transportation District of Oregon to continue an experimental bus pass program for the Office of Sustainable Development for FY 2008-09  (Ordinance)

The City of Portland ordains:

Section 1. The Council finds:

1. The City Council supports efforts by the Office of Sustainable Development (OSD) to promote and model energy and water conservation practices, the use of healthy and sustainable building materials, solid waste reuse, reduction and recycling, and efficient transportation alternatives;

2. The City of Portland recognizes and accepts its responsibility to implement and promote transportation practices that protect the quality of the air, water, and other natural resources; to reduce practices that impact native fish, vegetation, wildlife habitat and other ecosystems; and to minimize human impact on local and worldwide ecosystems.

3. The City Council recognizes that increasing transit use complements city policies related to development and natural resource conservation; including the 1990 Energy Policy (Ordinance No. 162975), the 1994 Sustainable City Principles (Resolution 35338), 2001 Local Action Plan on Global Warming (Resolution No. 35879), Comprehensive Plan, and Metro 2040 Framework Plan. 
4. In 2001, OSD relocated from the Portland Building on the Transit Mall to the Pearl District in inner Northwest Portland.  At the new location, transit service is substantially less convenient, making it more time consuming for employees to use transit. 

5. To encourage greater use of energy efficient transportation, OSD has worked with TriMet to offer the Universal Pass Program (formerly known as Passport), a transit incentive program that provides all-zone transit passes to benefits-eligible employees.  The Maintenance Bureau has provided these passes to all its employees since 1997. 
6. OSD first provided its employees with Universal passes in July 2002, and has been authorized by Council to continue the program through August 2008.  Since 2002, OSD’s auto trip rate has dropped from 36% to 18%, as measured by TriMet surveys. The ECO-rule goal for Oregon businesses is an auto trip reduction of 10%, which OSD met in its first year of Universal Pass Program.  Continuing with Universal Passes will enable OSD to maintain or perhaps increase that reduction.

7. Under this program, OSD will pay TriMet $420.02 per benefits-eligible employee for annual all-zone bus passes.  At the current staffing level of 41 employees, OSD’s cost is $17,220.82.  
8. The maximum authorized by this ordinance is $18,500, allowing for the possibility of new benefits-eligible employees to be covered at a cost of $35.00 per employee per month, beginning at their start dates.

9. The program may be discontinued at any time if it is found to be ineffective.  OSD and TriMet will monitor changes in transit use through periodic employee surveys. 

NOW, THEREFORE, the Council directs:

a. The Commissioner of Public Affairs is authorized to sign an agreement with TriMet, the Tri-County Metropolitan Transportation District of Oregon, for a maximum of $18,500, to implement the Universal Pass Program for the Office of Sustainable Development for FY 2008-09.
b. As part of the next budget process, the Office of Management and Finance (OMF) is directed to analyze this approach for all employees.
Section 2. The Council declares that an emergency exists because delay in approving the agreement will result in a lapse of transit passes for OSD employees; therefore, this Ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage by the Council.
Passed by the Council: September 03, 2008
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