ORDINANCE NO. 182144
Clarify new policies being implemented as part of the adoption of the 2008 Revision of the City Stormwater Management Manual  (Ordinance; amend Code Chapters 17.38 and 17.39) 

The City of Portland ordains: 

Section 1. The Council finds: 
1. The City values healthy watersheds with natural and manmade systems that mimic environmentally sustainable functions.  With adoption of the Framework for Watershed Health and the Portland Watershed Management Plan (PWMP) adopted on March 8, 2006 by Council Ordinance #36384, the City established four primary objectives for restoring watershed health.  Watershed health is negatively impacted by the flow rate, flow volume, and pollution load associated with post development stormwater run off in an urban environment.  Controlling runoff before it runs off individual sites, or onsite hydrologic control, is a primary objective of the PWMP.  
2.  The City’s federal Municipal Stormwater National Pollutant Discharge System (NPDES) Permit # 101314 mandates the City implement measures to control pollutants in stormwater runoff to the maximum extent practicable, including controls on new and redevelopment, 

3. Management of runoff from new and redevelopment areas has been regulated for the last nine years through the City Stormwater Management Manual (SWMM).  The 2008 revision of the Stormwater Management Manual has established new policies for issues that have arisen over the years since the previous SWMM revision (2004), 

4. New code is needed to clarify that all new and redevelopment projects must provide onsite stormwater runoff disposal and that onsite control must be used to the maximum extent practicable before off site discharges are allowed, 

5. New code is needed in the BES development code (17.38) to support the City policies regarding control of pollutants and flows associated with permanent dewatering from new and redevelopment sites that is requested at the time of permitting.  Many of the newer high rise buildings propose underground structures, including parking areas, which will constantly collect groundwater from surrounding soils.  Those structures need to discharge this collected groundwater for safety reasons.  The proposed code in 17.38 and 2008 Stormwater Management Manual establish the review criteria before City acceptance of any permanent offsite discharges of collected groundwater,  

6. Modification of the stormwater discharge code (17.39) is also needed to address City acceptance of temporary and random discharge requests for collected groundwater into City sewer and drainage systems.  These requests can be linked to flooding events, cleaning activities, or other non-routine type events.  Explicit language that City code 17.39 applies to groundwater related discharges is needed to help clarify existing authorities.  Also updated 17.39 to clarify the BES manages all types of state regulated discharges to the City’s stormwater and drainage systems, 

7. Requests are on the rise to make new connections or expand drainage areas routed in existing connections to City sewer and drainage systems, usually from properties hoping to decommission private drainage systems.  The two most common such requests come from riparian property owners wishing to divert flows from private outfalls and sites wishing to divert flows away from private drywells and other underground injection control type systems.  The proposed code and 2008 Stormwater Management Manual establish regulatory triggers and review criteria for City acceptance of discharges associated with decommissioning of private drainage systems, and
8. Additional language and revisions are necessary to provide clarity in the City Code governing discharges from new and redevelopment sites and implement minor changes to achieve consistency of terminology with the 2008 revision of the Stormwater Management Manual. 

NOW, THEREFORE, The Council directs: 
a. City Code Chapter 17.38 is amended with language shown in Exhibit A to provide clarity and reflect policy changes made in the 2008 revision of the City Stormwater Management Manual. 

b. City Code Chapter 17.39 is amended with language as shown in Exhibit B to provide clarity and to explicitly state that temporary groundwater discharges to City drainage systems need approval and must not meet any of the prohibited discharge criteria spelled out in that Chapter. 

Passed by the Council, August 27, 2008

Gary Blackmer
Sam Adams






Auditor of the City of Portland
Commissioner of Public Utilities



By /s/ Susan Parsons









Deputy
Dawn Hottenroth

July 30, 2008
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