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ORDINANCE No. 182047
*Authorize a grant from Bureau of Environmental Services to the Lower Columbia River Estuary Partnership to research, analyze and report on the abundance, distribution and habitat needs of federally protected salmon and steelhead in the Columbia River in the vicinity of the confluence with the Willamette River (Ordinance)
The City of Portland ordains:

Section 1.
The Council finds:

1. In July 1998, the Portland City Council adopted Resolution No. 35715 to guide the City’s response to the Endangered Species Act.  The resolution called on the City to:

· Create an integrated, comprehensive city-wide approach;

· Work to support the recovery of native salmonids;

· Work proactively with the National Marine Fisheries Service and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service;

· Work with local, regional and state partners;

· Engage the community in the ESA response.


2.
In May 2000, the Council adopted a Framework for an Endangered Species Recovery Plan through Resolution No. 35894.  That Framework described the analytical approach for developing the City’s response to the Endangered Species Act.  That approach called for the use of biological analysis and monitoring. 


3.
Starting in 2000 and extending through 2004, the Council approved a contract with the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife (Contract # 32936) to study Effects of Bank Treatment and Near Shore Development on Anadromous and Resident Fish in the Lower Willamette River.  This study uncovered the previously unknown use of shallow water habitat by subyearling salmonids in the Lower Columbia River.

4. 
Beginning in 2006, the City began participation in a state sponsored, federally mandated Endangered Species Act recovery planning process for the recovery of the four listed salmon and steelhead in the Lower Columbia and Willamette Rivers.  This process requires data and analysis to determine the status of ESA listed salmon and steelhead in Portland’s streams, as well as extensive monitoring. 


5. 
The Portland Watershed Management Plan requires an in-depth knowledge of watershed health, including biological communities, and monitoring of projects that have been implemented to ensure they have been successful in contributing to the recovery of ESA-listed salmon and steelhead.  As part of the implementation of the Portland Watershed Management Plan, the Bureau of Environmental Services has been participating in large scale projects in the Columbia River including the Willamette North Reach Planning process, the Columbia River Crossing bridge proposal, the East Hayden Island Master Planning, and the West Hayden Island Annexation proposal, to ensure those projects maximize watershed health.  Very little information is known about salmonid abundance, behavior, and habitat use in the vicinity of these projects.

6.
This grant to the Lower Columbia River Estuary Partnership, not to exceed $40,000, will support research currently underway by the National Marine Fisheries Service, Northwest Fisheries Science Center.  Specifically, this grant will add up to six sample sites to determine whether the pattern of salmonid use of shallow water habitat in the Willamette River is also observed in the Columbia River.  The findings from this research will enhance the City of Portland’s understanding of fish use of shallow water habitat in the jurisdictional waters of the City, and will also aid LCREP’s and NMFS’ understanding of fish behavior in the Lower Columbia River for the purposes of developing and implementing a Lower Columbia River Estuary salmon recovery plan.  
7. The established cost for this grant agreement is $40,000.00.  Funds for fiscal year 2008-2009 expenditures are available in the Watershed Services Group’s, Science, Fish and Wildlife Budget, Bureau of Environmental Services, Center Code 145-33-001, Account 521000. 

8. The Council declares that an emergency exists because the City requires ongoing information about fish populations and because ongoing research is being conducted from June 2008 through December 2008 and the loss of any one sampling period will significantly compromise the integrity of the study.

NOW, THEREFORE, the council directs:


a.
The Director of the Bureau of Environmental Services and Auditor are authorized to execute a grant, in substantially the form as Exhibit A attached herein, with the Lower Columbia River Estuary Partnership for the purpose described in Section 1, in the amount of $40,000.


b.
The Director of the Bureau of Environmental Services and Auditor are authorized to execute amendments to these agreements to extend the term or increase the agreement amount.  Any increase beyond twenty-five percent of the total amount must be approved by the Council.
c. The Mayor and Auditor are hereby authorized to draw and deliver warrants chargeable to the Watershed Service’ Group budget when demand is presented and approved by the proper authority.

Section 2.        The Council declares that an emergency exists because The Bureau of Environmental Services has a unique opportunity to supplement ongoing research being funded by the Lower Columbia River Estuary Partnership, and conducted by the National Marine Fisheries Service’s Northwest Fisheries Science Center.  The research requires at least three summer sampling events in order to make the sampling effort valid.  The sampling is already underway and it is necessary to approve the grant before the July sampling date so that the entire study is valid.  Therefore, this ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage by the Council.
Passed by the Council, July 16, 2008

Gary Blackmer
Sam Adams





Auditor of the City of Portland
Commissioner of Public Utilities



By /s/ Susan Parsons










Deputy
Kaitlin Lovell
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