ORDINANCE No.   181995
*Authorize a grant agreement with Resolutions Northwest to provide community-based mediation and conflict resolution facilitation services (Ordinance)

The City of Portland ordains:

Section 1: The Council Finds: 

1. In November 2002, Council passed Ordinance 177047, which executed a contract between the Office of Neighborhood Involvement (ONI) and Resolutions Northwest (RNW) to provide community mediation services. The contract with Resolutions Northwest, which went into effect on February 1, 2003, expired June 30, 2006.  

2. ONI staff along with its neighborhood coalition partners underwent a review of the conflict resolution services provided by the contract with RNW with the goal of linking these services more directly with the neighborhood coalition offices and individual neighborhood associations  

3. The outcome of this contract review was a commitment to continue a community-empowerment model of conflict resolution services. To further strengthen this commitment, the contract was broadened to include collaborative decision-making and problem solving services for communities in conflict.
4. In July 2006, Council passed Ordinance 180288, which executed a contract between ONI and RNW to continue to provide community mediation services as well as the broader conflict resolution facilitation services.
5. Per review with the City Attorney’s Office, the conflict resolution services provided under these contracts would now be more appropriately provided through a grant agreement. Based on the expansion in the services and the shift to a grant agreement since the original competitive process in 2002, ONI issued a Request for Proposals to ensure the opportunity for submission by qualified and interested mediation and facilitation service providers.
6. Resolutions Northwest, a non-profit 501(c)(3) community mediation services provider in Multnomah County, was the only respondent. Since February 2003, Resolutions Northwest has provided consistent services and has met stated contract goals including case workload, volunteer utilization, responsiveness, and success in resolving disputes.   
7. The City of Portland, through its Office of Neighborhood Involvement, wishes to continue its long-term commitment to peaceful dispute resolution processes, including mediation and facilitation services to community members of Portland.  Resolutions Northwest is qualified to provide the desired services in the manner and structure required by the City.
8. The term of the grant is for two (2) years, with an option to extend for additional years.
9. Funding for conflict resolution services were included in ONI’s Fiscal Year 2008-2009 budget in the amount of $257,859 for mediation and facilitation services, including General Fund dollars as well as a Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) provided through the Bureau of Housing and Community Development for conflict resolution services involving community residential facilities.
10. Grant funds should be allocated to Resolutions Northwest in the future years without the need for an additional ordinance authorizing this expenditure, provided funds for this purpose are allocated in a City budget adopted by City Council.

NOW, THEREFORE, the Council directs: 

a. The Director of the Office of Neighborhood Involvement is authorized and directed to enter into a grant agreement substantially in conformance to the agreement attached as Exhibit A. 

b. The Office of Neighborhood Involvement is authorized to issue a grant to Resolutions Northwest for community-based mediation and conflict resolution facilitation services in the amount of $257,859 in Fiscal Year 2008-2009, with funding for Fiscal Year 2009-2010 based on the adopted budget for that year. 
c. Amendments to the grant agreement may be agreed to and executed by the Grant Manager or his/her designee provided those amendments do not increase the fiscal risk to the City.

Section 2.  The Council declares an emergency exists in order to avoid interruption in the continuity of conflict resolution services that are currently being provided; therefore, this Ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage by the Council.

	Passed by the Council: July 02, 2008
Mayor Tom Potter
Prepared by: Amy Archer

Date Prepared: June 24, 2008
	GARY BLACKMER
Auditor of the City of Portland

By /s/ Susan Parsons




Deputy


BACKING SHEET INFORMATION

AGENDA NO.   927-2008
ORDINANCE/RESOLUTION/COUNCIL DOCUMENT NO.   181995
	COMMISSIONERS VOTED AS FOLLOWS:

	
	YEAS
	NAYS

	ADAMS
	X
	

	FISH
	X
	

	LEONARD
	X
	

	SALTZMAN
	X
	

	POTTER
	X
	


