ORDINANCE No. 181949
* Authorize application to the Oregon Department of Transportation for a grant to fund a mobile traffic alert system for the Portland metropolitan region (Ordinance) 

The City of Portland ordains:

Section 1.
The Council finds:

1. Through its “Transportation Operations Innovation and Demonstration Program” grants, the Oregon Department of Transportation (ODOT) is soliciting projects from agencies statewide to be implemented in 2008-2011 timeframe.  Eligible projects “…reduce congestion and/or improve freight mobility on the Oregon State Highway System through the use of system operations and management strategies and technologies.”


2. The proposed project will develop a traffic alert system to inform travelers in the Portland metropolitan region of road closures and incidents using short text messages to standard cell phones of registered system users.


3. The traffic alert system will:

· Make use of existing information from ODOT’s TripCheck plus enhanced information provided by local jurisdictions through a separate ODOT project expected to be in place by January 2009

· Provide highway, street and bridge closure alerts for users in the Portland metro region
· Allow users to set their own preferences for routes and notifications online
4. The public benefit of the proposed system outweighs the risks of implementing the system.

5. Portland Office of Transportation (PDOT) is seeking Council authorization to apply for funding of up to $400,000.
6. No local match is required, but is encouraged.  PDOT staff time will be counted toward the local match.


7. The applicants’ level of confidence in the cost estimates for these projects is high.


8. If this grant application is approved by ODOT, the award, with budgetary and work program implications, will be submitted to the City Council for the Council’s final approval and acceptance.

NOW, THEREFORE, the Council directs:

a. The Commissioner-in-Charge and Auditor are authorized to approve an application to the Oregon Department of Transportation for a grant of up to $400,000.


b. The Mayor is authorized to provide such information and assurance as are required for the grant application period.  

Section 2.  The Council declares that an emergency exists because the grant application is due on June 30, 2008; therefore, this Ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage by the Council.

Passed by the Council, June 25, 2008
GARY BLACKMER

Auditor of the City of Portland

Commissioner Sam Adams
By  /s/ Susan Parsons
Prepared by: Ellen M Vanderslice:slg

 






Date Prepared:  06/16/08
Deputy
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